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PREFACE. 



The Sermons, contained in this Volume, were 
preached at the ' Special Services * of the Exeter 
Volunteers in the Parish Church of Holy Trinity, 
and appear in their present form in compliance with 
the wishes of many of those who were present at 
their delivery. No pretension is attached to them 
by the Author beyond that of being plain, sincere, 
and Scriptural "words in season" spoken in the 
Sanctuary, with reference to passing events and in 
.the inculcation of Christian duties. 

In venturing to submit them to public notice, 
the Author is influenced by a willingness to ac- 
quiesce in the desire of many of his hearers to 
possess in such a publication the record of certain 
occasions, on which they united in special worship, 
and also by the hope that others may possibly find 
in its pages "that which is good to the use of 
edifying." 



iv. PREFAC& 

The subjects selected are, with one or two excep- 
tions, of a general nature, and, in view of theii* 
importance, the Preacher can only pray God of 
His goodness to impart power to his words in 
enunciating Scriptural Truth, and to supply what- 
ever may be wanting in the advocacy of Christian 
precepts through the imperfect, however well inten- 
tioned, reasoning of a fallible "Minister of Jesus 
Christ." 



Holy Trinity, Exeter, 
October 26M, 1865. 
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SEEMON I, 



THE ALARM. 



Matthew xxiv., 6. 
" Te shall hear of wars and rumours of wars,^* 

"Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace — good will toward men," sang the heavenly 
host, as they contemplated with rapturous joy 
the vast purposes of divine love, which were 
embodied in the Messiah's appearance, " to be a 
light to lighten the Gentiles, and to be the glory 
of His people Israel'' In Him was the "desire 
of all nations " to be realized. He would remove 
the curse of the law, and open for believing man 
an access through His own divine intercession 
to the mercy seat of God, to the bliss of heaven, 
to "life and immortality." He would combine 
with forgiveness for the past a capacity for 
holiness in future, such as by the influence of 
the Divine Spirit upon the heart and its affec- 



tions should in every generation " make ready a 
people prepared for the Lord/^ 

All this the glad Angels knew; and, while 
they marvelled at the extent of Jehovah's " good 
will toward men/' they adored His goodness, and 
glorified His name in respect of the " peace on 
earth'' which His Gospel was destined to achieve. 
Peace to countless myriads of "broken and contrite 
hearts ! " Peace to the souls of the faithful, even 
while contending against the difficulties of this 
life's trial-scene! Peace to their minds even 
when the agonies of death should be convulsing 
their bodily frames, or when their affections 
should be wounded by the removal of some loved 
one to a world unseen 1 Peace also between man 
and man in the transactions, and amid the 
conflicting interests of public and private life! 
" Peace I leave with you," said He whose mission 
of love the voice of Angels heralded with joy. 
" Oh, that men would therefore praise the Lord 
for His goodness, and declare the wonders that 
He doeth for the children of men," by a corres- 
ponding manner of life and purity of principlea 

Alasl while Angels rejoice over the glad 
tidings of "God and sinners reconciled," the 
great mass of mankind are indifferent. To 
them it is as nothing that God hath lifted up 



the veil which used to overhang eternity, and 
taught us both what are the glories of Heaven, 
and what is the way to make those glories our 
own! It is aa nothing that God hath con- 
descended, not only to purchase our redemption 
at the cost of Calvary's atonement, but also to 
plead with us to avail ourselves of it through 
the voice of the Holy Spirit, and to moreover 
surround every step we take in life with pro- 
vidential interpositions through His angels, 
whom He causes to be "ministering spirits, 
sent forth to minister for them who shall be 
heirs of salvation." It is as nothing that in 
His word, and in His ordinances, God is present 
to, and holds converse with, and conveys both 
the needful word and the needftd help to all 
who truly seek Him in faithful worship — all 
this- is as nothing to minds that are engrossed 
by love of the world. Their loftier aspirations 
are held in check by Satan; reason is not 
suffered to exert her powers of discernment ; and 
conscience pleads without a hearing, and the 
dignity of a heavenly calling is absolutely dis- 
tasteftd, in the case of those whom ambition 
links to the pursuit of wealth and power, and 
of others, whom sensual indulgence has inflamed 
with the fatal day-dreams of pleasiure, falsely so 
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called ! Passion in such cases has become Satan's 
viceroy^over the heart, and puts penitence, faith, 
and holiness out of the inclination and practice 
of so many hearers of God's Word that the Scrip- 
ture is verified — " Many are called but few are 
chosen." 

Hence, it comes to pass, that the glowing 
predictions of the ancient Prophets are so 
long in finding their fulfilment. Few and far 
between, comparatively speaking, are they 
whose motives and actions are instinct with 
the " love, joy, peace, long suffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness, temperance, brotherly 
kindness, charity," which God's Word, if re- 
ceived in an honest and good heart, is sure, 
by the help of the Divine Spirit, to produce. 
These " shine like lights in the world," but they 
are exceptional cases. 

Such is not the general aspect of Society. 
Would to God that it were. The time, we 
know, shall arrive, when it will be. " It shall 
come to pass in the last days, that the Lord's 
House shall be established, and shall be exalted, 
and all nations shall flow unto it, and many 
people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us 
go up to the House of the God of Jacob, and 
He will teach us of His ways, and we will walk 



in His paths, and He shall judge among the 
nations, and shall rebuke many people, and 
they shall beat 'their swords into ploughshares 
and their spears into reaping hooks ; nation 
shall not lift up sword against nation, neither 
shall they learn war any more." 

Such is the grand issue, to which we are 
aware that all the eventful changes of these 
latter days are tending. And we glory in the 
anticipation of it, just as, amid the blackness 
of the tempest, the mariner gladdens his heart 
at the idea of the break of day upon a tranquil 
sea ! And we pray for it each time we say — 
" Thy kingdom come." And we rejoice to recog- 
nize tokens of its approach, as the wonderful 
discoveries of our age are bringing all nations 
into closer intercourse and forcing on them 
bonds of union, so that, by steam and by elec- 
tricity, people, the most distant, are being brought 
together and are in process of being coerced 
into a consciousness of mutual interests and 
obligations, and into an acquaintance with the 
word and wiU of Him who is their common 
Father, " after whom the whole family on earth 
and in Heaven is named." 

Oh, when we contemplate the mighty net- 
work of railways and telegraphs that is fast 



overspanning and interlacdng the world, and 
bringing its inhabitants into closer inlercpurse, 
the mind naturally reverts to Daniel's prophecgr, 
relative to the approach of the " time of the end" 
— "many shall run to and fro, and knowledge 
shall be increased/' We are thankftil for much, 
and we hope for much, of the progress of the 
Gospel of peace as we reflect upon the peculiar 
features of our times. But alas ! " The end is 
not yet/' Not yet has religion bridged over the 
black gulph of human pride, malice, covetous- 
ness, ambition, and hate, wherein the peace of 
nations and earthly welfare of individuals have 
been so often, heretofore, and are likely so often 
in future to be destroyed. Still do men's "unruly 
wills and affections," which make such havock 
in the little events of an individual's course 
through life, hurl the thunderbolts of war into 
the midst of the transactions of nations ! 

We are painfully constrained to admit the 
accuracy of that scriptural sketch of the times 
in which we live — "The end is not yet, for 
nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom, and ye shall hear of wars and 
rumours of wars." We cannot blind our eyes 
against the sad truth, that, while universal 
charity is being breathed in the prayers and 



illustrated in the practic5al piety of religious 
communities in every quarter of the earth, 
while steam and railroads and electrical wires 
are doing away with former hindrances to the 
interchange of those mutual sympathies which 
the Almighty requires all men to give and 
receive in turn, and while we are made to 
hail the slow yet sure coming of the appointed 
time when the knowledge of the Word of God 
shall unite all kindreds and nations in the 
bonds of holy brotherhood, we are nevertheless 
at some distance from that blessed consumma- 
tion, and may at any moment witness a dire 
substitution of the horrors of some " Magenta " 
or " Solferino,'' in place of peace and plenty, 
at the dictation of an ambitious sovereign, 
who for sake of " an idea '^ will not scruple to 
slaughter tens of thousands, and put millions 
of men to misery. 

The nature of the times in which we live 
accordingly requires of us, while we do our 
utmost to live peaceably with all men, to be 
prepared for wars, which we neither seek nor 
covet, but may at any moment have forced 
upon us. We are conscious that only a nar- 
row channel parts us from a mighty Empire, 
whose hundreds of thousands of daring soldiers, 



flushed with recent victories, are nurturing the 
very ambition and schemes for conquest which 
made their fathers the scourge of Europe, and 
whose arsenals ring with the echo of ship- 
building and naval armaments on a scale that 
is unaccountable, except as an indication of 
contemplated aggression, and whose ruler is 
betraying a spirit hostile to the peace of the 
world, and especially menacing to ourselves! 
Thus circumstanced we ought to assume such 
an attitude of armed preparation, as haply may 
deter our powerful neighbours from bringing 
on us the horrors of war, or may enable us 
to strike down the arm that would fain remove 
our candlestick out of its place, and with vio- 
lence rob us of our usefulness among the na- 
tions, and of our commission to be a mighty 
national instrument under God for the civiliza- 
tion and religious enlightenment of mankind. 

God knows it would be a paiflful necessity for 
a Christian people! But, unquestionably, such self- 
defence would be a necessity; and to be prepared 
for it is a solemn duty. It is one of those emer- 
gencies which call forth the reluctant yet firm ex- 
hortation, " but now, he that hath no sword let 
him sell his garment and buy one I " We have 
recourse to military training, science, and wea- 



pons in no spirit of hatred ; with no fondness 
for conflict and strife ; on the contrary, our wish 
is to do good unto all men. We simply adopt 
the course, which reason and patriotism and 
loyalty suggest, and which God's Word has 
sanctioned and approved. The Church of Eng- 
land in her 37th Article of Religion teaches 
us on this point, that " it is lawful for Christian 
men, at the commandment of the magistrate, to 
wear weapons and serve in the wars." And 
every reader of Old Testament history must be 
familiar with numerous instances, wherein the 
divine blessing was vouchsafed to God's people 
in their just recourse tp arms for the protection 
of their civil and religious liberty, so that 
they thanked the Lord under inspiration for 
having "taught their hands to war and their 
fingers to fight.'' 

God is the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever, 
and accordingly *in the New Testament we read 
how John Baptist — when soldiers asked **what 
shall we do 1" — did not bid them throw aside 
their weapons and discontinue their martial 
training ; how our Lord, after he had deflared 
of a certain centurion, " I have not found so 
great faith, no, not in Israel," did not direct him 
to abandon his military calling as an unworthy 
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one; how St. Peter when he had baptized the 
exemplary Centurion, Cornelius, did not tell him 
that his position as a soldier was inconsistent 
with his religious profession. • 

To make ready for war with a view to aggran- 
disement and out of a love for rapine, blood- 
shedding, and conquest, would be a crime of the 
blackest dye. But, when men are trained to the 
use of arms for defensive purposes, when arma- 
ments are equipped for the protection of a 
country and its just possessions and for the 
security of a people in their peaceful and godly 
vocations, in short, when men array themselves 
to stand, if need be, between their homes and 
an invader, then I maintain, that they are doing 
not only what patriotism dictates but what 
Scriptural teaching sanctions and conscience 
therefore must approve. I repeat the words 
of the Church of England in her 37th Article, 
'*it is lawful for Christian men, at the com- 
mandment of the magistrate, to wear weapons 
and serve in the wars." 

On such a conviction you have acted, Volun- 
teersl You have stepped forth with your 
Sovereign's approval and under royal authority, 
to be your country's defenders if need be. 
Your loyal resolve to qualify yourselves for 
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I successful defence of the United Kingdom 
f ever it should be assailed, has already 
exercised no slight influence on foreign govern- 
ntcnts. The volunteer movement has found an 
3cho in the caution and measured language of 
21 potentate, who had calculated upon our un- 
prepared state, and recently seemed to defy 
ind threaten us. 

God grant your determination may perma- 
Qontly secure for us the blessings of peace ! 
You have taken the best possible course, for 
securing the end you have in view, by as- 
sembling, at the earliest moment permitted by 
your equipment, to ask for the favour and 
protection of Almighty God in public and 
united worship. You have hastened to unite 
in prayer for your Queen and country : — for 
your Queen, that she may ever "study to 
preserve the people committed to her charge 
in wealth, peace, and godliness ;" and for your 
30untry, that her free institutions, commercial 
Bnterprise, and vast colonial dependencies, may 
be rightly used to the fiirtherance of religious 
principles in the world and a consequent growth 
among men of " truth, imity, and concord." 

In the face of peril you have entered the 
sanctuary, declaring, "I will not trust to my 
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bow ; it is not my sword that shall help me ; 
but it is Thou, Ijord, that savest us from our 
enemies, and puttest them to confusion that 
hate us. We • make our boast of God ! '' 
Persevere in a course so wisely begun; regard 
your undertaking in its true and serious light, 
not as a mere parade and pastime ; and " God 
shall bless you, and all the ends of the world 
shall fear Him/' Continue to respect your- 
selves, and others will respect you, as men who 
are ready at any moment to be their country's 
defenders; and be united among yourselves. If 
ever the seeds of disunion or jealousy should 
stealthily find a place among you, recollect 
the noble object for which you are banded 
together ; and may it, together with deeper 
motives derived from God's word, sufl&ce to 
move you to quell every disposition to anger, 
and cause the leadets and the led to vie with 
each other in the desire to be at unity among 
themselves! Your cause is too grand, and too 
pregnant with important results to England 
and the world, to admit of its being lightly 
dealt with. 

The wisdom of our statesmen has decreed 
that your force ought to be, and shall be, a 
permanent institution of the country. Then 
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enable them to make it permanent, by being 
individually earnest and self-denying in all the 
duties you undertake. I am satisfied that you 
will do so, and I am sure that, meanwhile, 
your hearts must glow with the recompensing 
consciousness that you are defending a glorious 
cause, that the destinies of a peculiar people 
are being preserved by you, that, in short, the 
civilization and evangelization of the heathen 
world, in a great degree, have been entrusted 
to this little island, whose defensive volunteers 
you have become. Have faith in those des- 
tinies ; for, be assured, a people, whom Grod 
has marked out for great providential purposes, 
He will not, so long as they shall be true to 
Him and to themselves, permit to fall. 

Let it be the endeavour of each of us, in 
his private life, to conform to the divine will 
in all things, so that we may confidently rely 
upon God's favour and protection at all times. 
We are always in peril from the powers of 
Evil. God give us grace to "take unto us 
the whole armour of God, that we may be 
able to stand in the evil day! . . . Stand, 
therefore, having your loins girt about with 
truth, and having on the breastplate of right- 
eousness, and your feet shod with the pre- 
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paration of the Gospel of Peace. Above all, 
taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall 
be able to quench all the darts of the wicked, 
and take* the helmet of Salvation, and the 
sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of 
God!^' 



SERMON II, 



THE FAVOURED NATION. 

Deutebonomt vii., 6. 

'* The Lord thy God hath chosen thee to he a special 

people imto Himself, ^^ 



" The Lord thy God (said Moses to assembled 
Israel,) hath chosen thee to be a special people 
unto Himself/' And every one who reflects 
upon the position which Providence assigned 
to the Jewish nation during the period, that 
elapsed between their settlement in the pro- 
mised land and the coming of our Lord, must 
admit the appropriateness of the inspired de- 
scription, " a special people unto Himself." The 
light of revealed truth flashed forth from their 
typical sacrifices. The word of the living Grod 
was treasured up in their sacred writings, and 
expounded in their Synagogues. The Divine 
Being, whom heathenism, with a thousand 
gorgeous rites, did " ignorantly worship," was 
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recognized and adored, and truly known in 
Zion. The knowledge of the soul's immortality, 
and of the means whereby man might arrive 
at a sure and certain hope of eternal bliss in 
Heaven, was the life of their services in the 
Temple, and imparted dignity to the national 
character, while it raised the individual above 
the doubts and fears that depress a mind un- 
acquainted with revealed truth. And Prophets 
prophesied, and miracles were wrought, and 
interpositions of Providence were exerted, for 
the confirmation of this " special " people in 
their great office of preserving on earth the 
revealed will of God. 

No wonder that the faithful Israelites — those 
who appreciated duly their nation's high calling 
— ^were so zealous to maintain Zion in all her 
glory, Israel in her position of usefulness to 
the world, and themselves individually in the 
attitude of patriotic defence against foes who 
would fain rob them of their national greatness, 
and take from them all power to fulfil the 
mission which the Almighty had entrusted to 
them. We observe, without surprise, their deep 
appreciation of Zion's importance to the well- 
being of mankind ; their fearless resolve to 
defend her against all attempts to trample on 
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the national independence, and undo the na- 
tional prosperity, which were essential to 
Israel's power to preserve a knowledge of Je- 
hovah in the world ; and their intense desire 
to secure the Divine favour and protection in 
perpetuity, by an undeviating adherence to 
God's word and will. 

Such feelings, we must admit, were natural ^ 
to their position in the then state of the world. 
Our hearts throb with sympathy when we hear, 
floated back to us from the distance of ages, 
those earnest words, " If I forget thee, O Jerusa- 
lem, let my right hand forget her cunning. If I 
do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to 
the roof of my mouth ; if I prefer not Jerusalem 
above my chief joy." The Psalmist, when he 
thus spake, was intent on Zion's offices, and 
destiny for* the saving good of aU mankind. 
Hear what his own words declare to have 
been in his thoughts : " The joy oj the whole 
earth is Ziou; . . . God is well known in 
her palaces for a sure refuge I " He would 
have all men brought to the knowledge of the 
truth ; and Zion was its chosen depository, 
and her people were its appointed guardians ! 
Wherefore his patriotism was more than mere 
love of country. It was a deeper feeling than 
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mere attachment to home and kindred It 
comprised also the glowing conviction that 
God would manifest His truth and glory, and 
convey to the world the greatest of blessings, 
through the instrumentality of His people 
Israel And, gazing upon his loved Zion, he 
mused upon her destiny ; and, — as His inspired 
mind foresaw the great event, "in this moun- 
tain will God destroy the . . . covering cast 
over all people, and the vail that is spread 
over all nations . . . when the people are 
gathered together, and the kingdoms to serve 
the Lord" — the love of God mingled with the 
love of coimtry in his heart. Resistance tc 
Zion's assailants became, in his estimation, a 
defence of the cause of God and the world's 
enlightenment. And, having faith in Israel'? 
Divine mission to the world, he feared not foi 
the issue, when war and its sufferings were 
impending, but said : " Salvation belongeth untc 
the Lord, His blessing is upon His people ; 
I will not be afraid for ten thousands of the 
people that are set against me round about!'' 
Such was the patriotism, such was the 
coiurage, which fired the soul of the faithful 
Israelite, owing to his consciousness of belong- 
ing to a people whom Divine revelation had 
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designated "a special people** unto God! a 
people, "to whom pertained the adoption, and 
the glory, and the covenant, and the giving 
of the law, and the service of God, and the 
promises!" View, my dear hearers, in that 
consciousness, in that courage, in that patriot- 
ism, — ^fed by the word of God — ^a model which 
it behoves us in these "latter times'* to imi- 
tate. Of course our nation cannot be called 
"a special people unto God,'* in the full sense 
wherein those words were applicable to Israel. 
But, in many important respects we are a 
"peculiar people'* nevertheless, and are bound, 
accordingly, to bear in mind and act consis- 
tently with our remarkable blessings, powers, 
and responsibilities. We are, as a nation, gifted 
with means and opportunities for usefulness to 
mankind such as denote (quite as clearly as 
though the voice of a seer had proclaimed it) 
that we are a "special people** unto God. 
Who can contemplate our narrow confines as 
an Island — the mere speck upon the earth*s 
surface which Britain presents to view in com- 
parison with other countries — and then reflect 
upon the omnipresence of our people, power, 
and influence throughout the globe, and not 
be driven to the conclusion, " this hath God 
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wrought ! " See our Colonies peopling the 
prairie and forest with hardy settlers. See 
cities, rearing their majestic edifices and teem- 
ing with commercial wealth, in spots where, 
within the memory of the present generation, 
the savage ranged over his hunting-grounds 
and the beasts of the forest roamed. See our 
shipping in every quarter of the globe making 
an highway of the mighty deep, and seeking 
in the very ends of the earth a mart for the 
product of British skill and labor. See how 
many milUons of our fellow men in India and 
elsewhere have been, by Providence, committed 
either to our rule or to our influence. Where 
else can we find a nation so endued with a 
power of expansion, so gifted with prosperity, 
so manifestly bidden by God to overspread the 
earth with their national spirit and peculiar in- 
stitutions ? We are, unquestionably, a " fecial 
people." We have a mission from on high to 
discharge. We have a propagandist destiny 
for good to accomplish. To us is confided, in 
an especial degree, the duty of scattering over 
the earth civilizing and evangelizing agencies. 
Our colonies, our commerce, our very wars, 
have been instinct with this great responsibility. 
Whether we would hear, or whether we would 
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forbear, oar nation has been constrained by the 
course of events to make known to distant 
millions the Word of God and its transform- 
ing influences. The sword of the soldier, and 
the bark of the merchant, and the settlement 
of the colonist (little as the individual may- 
have imagined it) have been converted by the 
Almighty into instruments for the world's en- 
lightenment and the good of souls. Mean- 
while, other nations, far more numerous and 
possessed of far greater territories, have re- 
mained stationary. It has not been their lot 
to plant vast colonies, rule such millions, in- 
fluence such a variety of races ! Not to them 
have such openings been aflforded! Not to 
them has been given such energy of character 
such an adventurous spirit, such a desire to 
benefit the world through a knowledge of the 
Blessed Scriptures! 

And the closer we look into our national 
peculiarities the more apparent becomes the 
cause of our .favourable position. Here, almost 
here only on the earth, has religious freedom 
inspired the whole governance of the State. 
Unfettered by priestcraft and untampered with 
by any interested policy, the Word of God is 
open to every man among us ; and he is at 
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liberty and encouraged to obey its saving 
dictates. "What nation is there so great," in* 
these respects, " who hath God so nigh to them, 
as the Lord our God is in all things that we 
call upon Him for 1 And what nation is there 
so great, that hath statutes and judgments so 
righteous'?" We cannot be blind to our bless- 
ings. Neither can we be ignorant of the duty 
and privilege of imparting them to other 
kindreds and people, for which we are answer- 
able to God. We must see in our nation's 
" future " a possible destiny of well doing to 
untold millions of our fellow creatures. And 
it is this conviction of our national calling by 
God to do a great work for Him among men, 
which inspires our patriotism with a holy 
jealousy of any interference with our power 
and purposes to do good, and hallows, while 
it dignifies, your loyal self-devotion. Volunteers, 
in undertaking to guard against aggression 
your Sovereign and your native land. The 
natural love of our country, — tl^e instinctive 
forwardness to protect (if need be, with our 
lives) our homes and aJl we hold dear on earth, 
— ^the manliness of self-defence, which Divine 
Providence has implanted in oiu* hearts, would 
suflSciently account for your recourse to the 
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safeguard of military preparation. But you 
have the further motive (and a righteous and 
beneficent one it is) of desiring to preserve in- 
tact the citadel of civil and religious liberty; 
the great nursery of colonies; the storehouse 
of Christian sympathies, world-wide in their 
purposes, and prolific in their noble under- 
takings for the welfare of mankind; therefore, 
you cannot be passive when danger threatens : 
you exclaim, 

" Breathes there the man with soul so dead, 
Who never to himself hath said, 

* This is my own, my native land ! ' 
Whose heart hath ne'er within him burned. 
As home his footsteps he hath tum'd. 
From wandering on a foreign strand ! '' 
Your feeling of devotion to Britain is one of 
devotion to her mighty mission for God among 
the nations. It embraces a holy thankfulness 
for her power ; and a pious joy at her successes ; 
a patriotic pride in her greatness ; and a firm 
belief in her safety. "God,'' you say, "shall 
bless us, and all the ends of the world shall fear 
Him ! " " Peace be within thy walls, and pros- 
perity within thy palaces, for my brethren and 
companions' sake I will wish thee prosperity," is 
meanwhile the wish that throbs in millions of 
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hearts in distant climes. From America and 
Australia, from Africa's liberated sons, and from 
South Sea Islanders to whom we have been bene- 
factors, proceeds the same affectionate prayer for 
Britain. " Peace be within thee ! " 

But, if all this be as nothing in the estimation 
of an ambitious ruler and his legions — ^if an 
unprincipled lust after fame and conquest over- 
power all other considerations, and convert our 
neighbours into enemies and invaders, we know 
of one only course open to us, namely, self- 
defence : and, paine<J though we must be at the 
alternative, we cannot do otherwise than admit 
the justice, as well as policy, of the stem sum- 
mons which gathers the youth and manhood of 
Britain around their sovereign's throne in readi- 
ness to defend her and our country's independence. 
" Let the high praises of God be in their mouths, 
and a two-edged sword in their hand ! " God 
grant, Volunteers, that your response in arms 
to your coimtr/s call may deter all would-be- 
invaders of our soil from a wicked attempt, 
which must be ruinous to them if made in the 
face of your military and naval preparations for 
defence ! In that case, you will have achieved 
great services for your country and for mankind 
at large. If, unhappily, on the other hand, an 
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uncontrollable passion for conquest shall hurl the 
storm of war upon our coasts, you will, in the 
discharge of your loyal duty, have the satisfac- 
tion of knowing that you are the assailed, not 
the assailants, and that you are contending for 
the civil and reh'gious liberties of men — for the 
progress of saving truth — and for the power of 
your country to advance, under God, the great 
undertakings which Providence has entrusted to 
her. " Grod is in the midst of her ; she shall not 
be moved ! Grod shall help her, and that right 
early ! '' Rely on it. He will not suffer her to 
faQ! 

And here let me thank God for having put it 
into your hearts. Volunteers, to combine worship 
and prayer with your martial array. It is a 
good augury for Britain at the present crisis in 
her history, that her defenders are " glad " when 
it is said : " Let us go into the House of the 
Lord ! " The Almighty ever gives condescending 
and affectionate heed lo earnest prayer. Such 
homage is due to the Divine dignity, and it 
meets with the Divine sympathy. "Ask, and 
ye shall have," saith God's own Word. And, 
accordingly — as, in events of old time, we find 
that "when Moses held up his hand, Israel 
prevailed, and when he let down his hand. 
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Amaiek prevailed," — so shall we ever leam by 
experience thetruth of what Scripture declares ; 
" If thou seek Him, he will be found of thee^ 
but if thou forsake Him, He wiU cast thee off! " 
Volunteers, your discipline may be excellent, 
your physical strength admired ; your weapons 
true, and you well skilled in their use ; but, 
believe me you have rightly estimated the value, 
in times of trial, of all these earthly appliances 
for security, when you deemed them worthless, 
apart from the protection of Him whose super- 
intending power **knappeth the spear asunder, 
and bumeth the chariot in the fire,^' and before 
whose mysterious agency, human policy, and 
human armaments melt into nothingness : — 

" like the leaves of the forest when summer 
is green. 

The host with their banners at sunset is seen ; 

Like the leaves of the forest when autumn 
hath blown. 

That host on the morrow lies withered and 
strewn" 

Meanwhile, God's own assurance to His people 
is this: "The 'Angel of the Lord encampeth 
round about them that fear Him, and delivereth 
them" 

Volunteers ! have faith in the Divine promise. 
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And fear not. While you make all due prepar- 
ation against the threatened violence of the foe- 
man, let your trust repose on your Saviour and 
your God. Say in your hearts : " It is not my 
sword that shall help me, but it is Thou, Lord, 
that savest us, and puttest them to confusion 
that hate us ! " 

Finally, remember that the great bulwark of a 
people is the holiness of the individuals who 
compose its ranks. " Righteousness exalteth a 
nation ! ^^ The Lord taketh pleasure in them 
that fear Him ; " wherefore " O Zion, He hath 
made fast the bars of thy gates and blessed thy 
children within thee.'' Look we, every one, into 
his own heart ; and, convinced that our coimtry s 
well-being is bound up with the question of her 
people's godliness, ask we ourselves whether we 
axe truly devoted to the service and will of God ? 
The time will arrive, the hoiu* may be at hand, 
when the turmoils and contests of this life will 
have terminated so far as we are concerned ; a 
handful of dust and a forgotten grave will then 
be our sole representatives in a world that careth 
to know our place no more ; and no further 
interest shall we take in the struggles of empires. 
But our undying souls, how will they be circum- 
stanced 1 Will they be happy? This is the 
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great question for us now to solve. AH else is 
unimportant, compared with this enthralling 
question. 

How stand we before God ? forgiven or un- 
forgiven ? holy or unholy ? hopeful, or despairing, 
respecting eternity 1 In upholding our country's 
cause, as we are bound to do, let us not forget 
this vital enquiry. The magnitude of its impor- 
tance caused the Son of God to submit to the 
humiliation of Bethany and Calvary in order to 
procure for us that union, through repentance 
and faith to God, wherein only we can find 
satisfaction to our hopes and a removal of our 
fears. Let us not be indifferent about the value 
of our souls, whose salvation Divine love sacri- 
ficed so much in order to render possible! Weare 
anxious to* do our duty to our Queen and to 
our Country. Let us not be forgetful of what 
we owe to ourselves. Let us strive to be unto 
God " a "peculiar people zealous of good works ! " 
And, " O God, forasmuch as without Tliee we 
are not able to please Thee, mercifully grant 
that Thy Holy Spirit may in all things direct 
and rule our hearts through Jesus Christ our 
Lord ! '' Amen. 



SEKMON III. 

A ROMAN SOLDIER'S CHARITY, HUMILITY, 
AND FAITH. 

Matthew viii., 13. 

'^ Je9U9 said unto the Centuriony Oo thy way^ and as thou hast 

helievedy so he it done unto thee" 

Ap. eminent example of true charity, humility^ 
and faith is presented to us in the person of 
this Roman Centurion. But, before our minds 
bestow attention on the graces of a godly 
character, which shone so conspicuously in his 
conduct, a train of preliminary reflections is sug- 
gested by his military vocation. We cannot 
withhold our sorrowful regret that the " unruly 
wills and aflfections'' of men should cause the 
battle field to be at times a stem necessity, 
and armed preparation for defence against pos- 
sible aggression to be a Christian nation's duty- 
True it is that, (like sunshine after the storm,) 
there beams ever before us on the page of 
Prophetic promise the assurance that a very 
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different order of things shall prevail hereafter, 
and that a day of "restitution of all things'' 
shall arrive, when "nation shall not lift up 
sword against nation, neither shall they learn 
war any more " ; but, throughout the renewed 
world, " the work of righteousness shall be peace, 
and the eftect of righteousness shall be quiet 
and assurance for ever/' Tn that day " the earth 
shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory 
of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea." 

The end, however, is not yet. And servants 
of God must, meanwhile, endure the hearing of 
" wars and rumours of wars " ; and, if need be, 
respond to the call of duty ; and loyally occupy 
their allotted place in the ranks of their country's 
protectors in arms, like the devout Centurion to 
whom reference is made in the Text. Neverthe- 
less, our daily prayer must be "Lord! hasten 
Thy Kingdom"! From lisping infancy and hoary 
age must proceed the entreaty," Thy Kingdom 
come" ! All must cherish the longing, preeminent 
and enthralling above all other longings, to see 
" the Lord alone exalted in that day. For they 
know that selfishness, ambition, pride, revenge, 
cruelty, and hatred will, then and thenceforth for 
ever, cease to make man his fellow-man's destroyer. 
" They shall sit every man under his vine and 
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under his fig-tree ; and none shall make them 
afraid ; for the mouth of the Lord of Hosts hath 
spoken it/' For that day of promise every 
Bible-taught spirit is yearning. And, as its 

' deepest emotions of hope and desire are being 
stirred by the Divine prediction, more and more 
painful and himiiliating grows the consciousness 
that, meanwhHe, gloomy tidings of war must be 
expected, and its inroads of violence must be 
guarded against, ^o long as the motives and 
passions of mankind shall continue to be what 
they are. 

It is both painful and humiliating for true 
servants of God to reflect that the hideous 
battle-field — ^the gasping agonies of the smitten 
— and the thrilling cries of the widow and the 
fiitherless, are all traceable to the prevalence of 
unchristian principles in the world ; and that 
even the best and holiest among us have done 
so little, compared with what might have been 
done by us, to promote, under Divine Blessing 
a different order of things. God, recollect, has 
vested in us the power and responsibility of 
extending, by our example, efforts, and prayers, 
the influence of true religion, which, wherever it 

, obtains a lodgment, plants " peace and good-will." 
By circulating the Scriptures, by promoting rer 
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ligious education, by multiplying the means of 
grace at home and abroad, as well as by having 
devout recourse to them ourselves, it is ours to 
teach men to "love as brethren" instead of 
"hating one another as enemies" May God 
inspire us with the disposition to do our duty 
in this respect faithftdly, and may His Blessing 
crown our efforts with success ! Meanwhile, pray 
we heartily to Him to " give peace in our time " ! 
Surely it is a result of human guilt, terrible 
enough to call forth continual prayer that it may 
be averted from us, which makes it necessary for 
weapons of destruction to be wielded in deadly 
strife by such a man as this centiu-ion — of whom 
the Lord said " I have not found, so great feiith, 
no, not in Israel " — and by such a man as Corne- 
lius, the centurion of the Italian band, who was 
" a devout man, and one that feared God with 
all his house, and gave much alms to the people, 
and prayed to God alwayT The presence of 
such men in the ranks of war, while it amply 
justifies our undertaking (as a sacred obhgation) 
to be our country's armed defenders (if need be) 
likewise suggests for our serious and sorrowful 
reflection the shock that must be administered to 
their best sympathies and holiest feelings by the . 
horrors of a sanguinary campaign, in which 
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" The warrior round his temples 
May bind the laurel wreath ; 
But a blight is in its greenness. 
The blight of blood and death ! " 

My hearers, if the dread necessity should ever 
arise, foil well I know that you would, while 
loathing the wild passions that inspire warfare 
be found firm and loyal and brave defenders of 
these realms ; but I am equally certain that, 
mixed with your consciousness of efl&ciency as 
soldiers, is your fervent desire and prayer as 
Christians " that it may please God to so order 
events by His Providence, that we may hence- 
forth lead a quiet and peacable life ! '' 

We wdl endeavour by God's blessing to derive 
some useful lessons from the account given in 
the Gospel, of the devout man, whose position in 
the Eoman army has given rise to the foregoing 
remarks. 

The request, which he is described as making 
to our Lord, indicates that this centurion was 
deeply imbued with the Spirit of the Second 
great Commandment The voice, that was wont 
to utter words of unqualified command, — " I say 
to this man * go,' and he goeth, and to another 
'come,' and he cometh," — breathes forth sym- 
pathy, is softened into accents oi \»^tA« ^\^s^/^a» 
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supplicating for the relief of another^s sufferings! 
"Lord, my servant lieth at home, sick of the 
palsy, grievously tormented: speak the word 
only, and my servant shall be healed,'' thus did 
the Roman oflficer beseech Jesus on behalf of one, 
who was his servant — ^not **a servant'' in our 
acceptation of the word, but "liis slave"! Here 
is a notable instance of the working of that 
charity which is inseparable from time religion. 
Whoso loveth God must and will love his fellow 
creatures. You cannot separate love for man 
from love toward God. The one grows out of the 
other, and, wherever the one exists, there in- 
variably shall the other grace be found. " If a 
man love not his brother, whom he hath seen, 
how shall he love God, whom he hath not seen," 
saith Scripture. So that we are mftde to under- 
stand it to be the Divine will that " Charity " 
should weave a golden thread of sympathy 
around every relative tie and obligation in human 
society, and unite all conditions of men in the 
sacred bond of Christian brotherly-kindness. 
"The members should have the same care 
one for another, and, whether one member 
suffer, all the members suffer with it ; or one 
member be honoured, all the members rejoice 
with it." " Rejoice," exclaims the Word of God, 
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" with them that do rejoice ; and weep with them 
that weep/' Employer and employed, rich and 
poor, parents and children, friends and neigh- 
bours, all owe, the one to the other, a debt of 
kindness — sympathy — benevolence — generosity, 
and unselfish regard. The influence of the 
Gospel is awakening men's minds to a clearer 
perception and more general application of this 
great truth in our day, than ever was manifested 
in byegone times. The spirit of Cain's question 
** am I my brother's keeper" infects not so many 
hearts as it once did. The pulse of human 
sympathy now beats with an unwonted strength. 
There is an earnest looking about on all sides for 
openings to the rehef of sufiering, whether it be 
in " mind, body, or estate." Efforts are daily 
multiplying for the support of the indigent — 
the instruction of the ignorant — ^the rescue of 
the fallen — and the enlightenment of the heathen. 
And the zeal, which thus scatters mercies abroad, 
is, (we thankfully believe) cementing at home 
those feelings of mutual sympathy and kindness 
in our families and neighbourhoods, which it is 
the wilt of God, that men should studiously 
cherish towards those with T\hom Providence has 
closely connected them in the duties and events 
of daily life. Nevertheless, when we review our 
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own maimer of proceeding in the family circle — 
in our professional occupations — ^in our social 
intercomBe — and in our dealings with those who 
may be dependent in some degree upon us — 
when we analyse our tempers, words, and actions, 
and compare their promotion of what is kind, 
christian, and good, with their tendencies to throw 
up partition walls of pride, indifference, enmity, 
and uncharitableness — when we candidly do this, 
methinks, we must, all of us, follow up the recital 
of the warm-hearted Soman officer's anxiety 
about his servant, with some such prayer as the 
following — * Lord, pardon our defective charity, 
our partial benevolence, onr frequent indulgence 
of wrong motives and hasty prejudices, and daily 
bestow on us more and more of that blessed 
grace of Christian charity, which inspires Thy 
true disciples to *' love their neighbours as them- 
selves^ and **is more than all whole burnt- 
offerings and sacrifices'' 

The Centurion's request had ori^ated . in 
genuine Charity, out of a pure heart and of 
a good conscience and of faith unfeigned ; and, 
therefore, it was favourably entertained by Him, 
whose promise, in the case of all sincere wor- 
shippers, is "ask, and ye shall have." Jesus 
aaith "I will come and heal him." This 
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gracious answer drew forth an expression of 
humility on the part of the Roman oflficer, 
which well deserves our notice and admiration. 
Many men would, under such circumstances, 
have gloated over the consciousness of acknow- 
ledged merit ; others would have allowed the 
gratification of securing a fellow-creature's safety 
to engross both heart and mind ; and not a 
few would have hurried, with eager curiosity, 
to witness a miracle — and, with pride, to 
make their own home the scene of it. Not 
so the Centurion! He could not nurture such 
feelings, while the immediate Presence of the 
Lord Jesus was reminding him of his own 
position of a sinner who needed pardon! He 
knew that he had addresed none other than 
the Lord of Life ; as his language " Speak the 
word only, and my servant shall be healed," 
suflficiently indicates. And the imperfections of 
his piety, the offences of past years, and the 
weaknesses that endangered his present spiritual 
condition, were so painfully present to his 
thoughts, that not even the Saviour's goodness 
to him could stifle the emotion of his penitence 
and the earnestness of his self-abasement. The 
contrast between "what he was" and "^IssA* 
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he longed in all holiness to be*' overwhelmed 
him — 
" Bright hopes, that erst the bosom warm'd. 
And vows, too pure to be performed, 

And pray'rs blown wide by gales of care. 
These, and such faint half-waking dreams, 
Like stormy lighte on mountain streams, 
Wavering and broken aU, athwart the 
conscience glare." 
Wherefore, like the Publican, justified in his 
prayer "God, be merciful to me a sinner" — 
like the Disciple, lost in the contemplation of 
the Divine Power and Love, and exclaiming 
"depart from me for I am a sinful man, O 
Lord," — this good man replied to the Word of 
Grace by avowing his own unworthiness — "I 
am not worthy!" He was a man, recollect, 
whose piety received our Blessed Saviour's 
special commendation and whose devout life and 
charitable actions had gained for him the warm 
esteem of the peopfe among whom he was 
stationed, insomuch that "they besought in- 
stantly, saying, that he was worthy for whom 
He should do this, for he loveth our nation 
and hath built us a Synagogue." Nevertheless, 
the Lord's kindness was answered by his con- 
Jession of ill desert, 
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Here is a notable illustration of the fact that 
humility and self-abasement always accompany 
true religion. They so invariably characterize the 
man of God, that when the recipients of Divine 
grace in this life and of salvation in the life to 
come are described in Holy Writ, their humility 
and contrition are specified as the indications of 
the heavenly calling in Christ Jesus — " the Lord 
giveth grace imto the humble'' and "saveth 
such as be of a contrite heart." In other words, 
to " have his sin ever before " him — ^to be sorry 
for the imperfection of his best services — to feel 
the degradation of his evil dispositions and 
self-indulgence and repugnance to known duties 
and half-hearted acceptance of heavenly pri- 
leges, — ^in short, to be made painfully aware of 
a conflict raging within him, between '' the law 
of sin that is in his members" and the holy 
aims which the Spirit of God has inspired, this 
is the daily experience of every man of God. 
Wherefore St. Paul exclaimed, contrasting his 
infirmities with his privileges, "I know both 
how to be abased, and I know how to abound.' 
Are we thus humble ? thus contrite ? The 
Church reminds us that we ought to be so 
minded, when, on each occasion of public 
worship, she bids us confess our sins and 
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unworthiness, and avow our having " erred and 
strayed ^ from God's ways, before ever a word of 
praise, prayer, or thanksgiving, shall give varied 
expression to our acknowledgment of God's 
Presence among His adoring people. Would to 
Grod that the recollection did everywhere accom- 
pany us, and hold in check our *' unruly wills 
and affections," and draw us closer to Him whose 
covenanted love is our only safeguard! rapt 
would then be the attention, deep the interest, 
and hearty the worship we should offer to the 
Lord of Sabaoth in His Sanctuary! meek in 
temper, firm in each godly resolve, steadfest in 
aschewing evil and seeking after good, would be 
our manner of entering upon the transactions of 
daily life! humility would ensure our always 
manifesting a distrust of ourselves and depend- 
ence on our Lord's guidance ! and, in that case, 
the result must be that which is revealed by the 
Scripture, "the meek will God guide in judg- 
ment, and the meek will He teach His way 1 " 
With humility a profound feith was blended 
in the person of the Roman Officer. Indeed, 
these are companion graces in every godly cha- 
racter. Wherever **with the tongue confession 
is made unto salvation, there with the heart 
%lian believeth unto righteousness." It was. 
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accordingly, because the Centurion truly believed 
that He, whom the Pharisees scorned as a Naza- 
rene, was verily the Lord, who had "but to 
speak the word only, and his servant would be 
healed,'* that he came forth, in spite of sarcasm 
and reproach, to supplicate Jesus. Therefore 
it was, that He shrank instinctively from 
every approach to familiarity with One, before 
whom he opened his heart's prayer, but whom 
he dedhied himself unworthy to receive under 
his roof, as he would have received a fellow- 
man. He hailed in the mysterious Prophet of 
Nazareth Him whose "Name shall be called 
WonderfiU, Coimcillor, the Mighty God, the 
Everlasting Father, the PWnce of Peace.'' And, 
believing this, he was persuaded that only His 
Sovereign Word is necessary for the well-being 
of man : — " speak the word only, and my servant 
shall be healed 1 " Oh ! pray we that the like 
fetith may be em's. In the like spirit of con- 
fident reliance in the Word of God go we into 
the closet to pray in secret, into the Sanctuary 
to worship in public ; into the scenes of daily 
life to bear our cross, and walk in the footsteps 
of our Divine Lord's example; 'and, in all we 
either do, or pray to be enabled to do, let us 
repose perfect confidence in His Word, who has 
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promised to every sincere Christian the Divine 
Spirit's influence to guide, strengthen, and pro- 
tect his struggUng soul, and empower his 
renewed energies to live and die in the hope, 
sure and certain, of a glorious immortality 
among the " many who shall come from the east 
and west, and shall sit down with Abraham, 
and Isaac, and Jacob, in the Kingdom of 
Heaven/' 

Let us be, meanwhile, content to **see in 
part" and "know in part'' — to find much in 
Providence and in Grace that we cannot ex- 
plain — to hail God's presence, and be sure that 
His Spirit is ministering to o\ir necessities, 
whenever we participate in the ordinances of 
religion, though we see Him not, neither detect 
the operations of the Holy Ghost — ^to be certain 
that the hand of Providence is busied with the 
events of life, and is ordering all for our real 
good, even when everything is adverse to our 
wishes, and unlike what we would fain prescribe 
for ourselves. Be it enough for us to know that 
God hath spoken — ^yea, hath said "he that 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved ! " My 
soul, " be not faithless but believing ! " 
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" Thy God hath said ^tis good for thee 
To walk by faith and not by sight ; 

Take it on trust a little while — 
Soon shalt thou read the mystery right 
In the fiill sunshine of His smile/^ 
May the sentiments and conduct, which caused 
the Koman soldier^s character to be for ever 
memorable, be reproduced continually in your 
lives and principles. Volunteers — and may you, 
and all of us, experience in life, in death, and in 
eternity, the blessedness of that acceptance with 
God, which made him for ever happy and is 
breathed in the Divine words of welcome, " as 
thou hast believed, so be it done unto thee!" 
Amen. 



SERMON IV. 

THE GREAT LESSON OP SPEING. 

Psalm Ixxxviii., 10. 

" Wilt Thau show wanders ta the dead? shall the dead arise 
and praise Thee?^^ 

Winter, with its dreamy desolateness of 
aspect, has come and gone. We have witnessed, 
in a variety of forms, the decay, decomposition, 
and seemiQg extinction of this earth's natural 
beauties. Over fruit, and flower, and leafy luxu- 
riance of vegetation, the icy breath of Winter 
has passed with shrivelling power ; tOl, far and 
wide, and everywhere, there has prevailed the 
appearance of animation held in abeyance! 
Nature has worn upon every feature a death-like 
hue; her energies have been suspended; her pro- 
ductive powers have been stayed and dormant ; 
her beautiful creations, in all their endless variety 
of form and object, have been swept off by that 
universal doom of dissolution, under which (to 
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borrow the Apostle's inspired language) "all 
creation groanetb, and travaileth in pain together 
until now — ^waiting for . . the Redemption!" 

In aU this uniformity of desolateness and dis- 
solution, the world, which we inhabit, has supplied 
a voice for the Divine warning : " all fie^h is 
grass, and all the goodliness thereof is as the 
flower of the field. The grass withereth, the 
flower thereof fadeth away." ''Man that is 
bom of a woman is of few days ; ho cometh 
forth like a flower, and is cut down /" Nature's 
commentary upon the Word of God, which has 
warned us that our days are numbered and 
only an allotted time on earth is ours, and that 
sooner or later (as God has willed,) our bodies 
must return to the dust and be a prey to 
corruption, is startling and impressive. The 
foot of pride is arrested, and the throb of 
ambition and pleasure ceases, as the emblems 
of winter meet the eye, and irresistibly the 
mind is taken captive by the reflection, "man 
dieth and wasteth away ; yea, man giveth up 
the ghost, and where is he T 
" Tis not for the ravage of winter we mourn ; 
Kind nature the embryo blossom will save ! 
But, when shall spring visit the mouldering urn'? 
Oh! when shall it dawn on the night of the grave?" 
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When ? ' In God's good time/ answers the Bible. 
" Thy dead men shall live/' exclaims the voice of 
God by the mouth of Isaiah, "with my dead 
body shall they arise. Awake and sing, ye that 
dwell in dust ; for thy dew is as the dew of herbs, 
and the earth shall cast out the dead ! '' 

And, as in winter for our mourning, so now in 
spring-tide for our consolation, nature gives echo 
to the Word of revealed truth, and illustrates 
the glorious doctrine of a resurrection before our 
eyes. On all sides we are made to observe 
vitality bursting forth from what death lately 
preyed upon. Out of the perished seed emerges 
the living plant ; bud, and leaf, and flower are 
hastening to testify that life can and will eman- 
ate from decay and dissolution. Yea, from 
flower-bed and hedge-row, from field and brake, 
from copse and forest, now ascends a living testi- 
mony, in beauty and perfume and unison, to the 
fact " that, which thou sowest, is not quickened 
except it die ! '' And the finger of God points 
out to us the lovely illustration, while the pen of 
inspiration records the doctrine, ''so also is the 
resurrection of the dead ! it is sown in corrup- 
tion, it is raised in incorruption : it is sown in 
dishonom-, it is raised in glory ! " 
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"Rise 
" Dark doubts between the promise and event? 
" I send thee not to volumes for thy cure ; 
" Read natui'e ; nature is a fiiend to truth : 
" Nature is Christian, preaches to mankind ; 
" And bids dead matter aid us in our creed ! " 
Let us endeavour to rightly employ, under 
God's blessing, these subjects for meditation ! may 
the Holy Spirit profitably guide our minds to a 
right appreciation of the great truth that "though, 
after my skin, worms destroy this body, yet in 
myjlesh shall I see God!' 

St. Paul styles the man, who doubts this, 
" a fool." He exclaims, " thou fool ! that, which 
thott sowest, is not quickened except it die!'' 
We cannot, therefore, hesitate to affirm that 
there are amply sufficient reasons to convince 
any sincere enquirer of ihefact of a resurrection. 
We will, in a matter of so much consequence, 
review those reasons which appear to be pro- 
minent. Some will assume the form of answers 
to suggested difficulties, and others will be argu- 
ments in support of statements advanced in 
Holy Writ. 

We have to meet suggested difficulties. Men 
sometimes will say, 'how can we believe that 
the cold senseless^ corpse, which we have con- 
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sigDed to an earthy grave —ashes to ashes — dust 
to dust — shall rise again, endowed with all the 
powers of animation and graces of intellect T 
Now it appears to me to be in no respect more 
difficult to believe this, than it is to understand 
and affirm that we ever were created. It is not 
more extraordinary that God should re-produce 
us in the perfect beauty of a celestial form, than 
that out of the dust He should have fashioned 
our bodies, so mysteriously and wonderfully 
made, and then breathed into them the breath of 
life, and gifted them with such an inhabitation of 
intellect and soul. 

Our resurrection cannot be more marvellous 
than our creation. It cannot be a greater work 
of Divine wisdom and power to quicken that 
which death has made inanimate, — in other 
words, to clothe the " mortal '^ with immortality, . 
— than to speak the word and call into being 
that complicated machinery of body and spirit, 
which we now present to the wondering gaze of 
Angels I And, as to the difficulty raised by an 
evil heart of unbelief, as to the possibility of 
persons, once deceased and gone in dissolution, 
re-appearing in the same bodies as of old — 
changed only in respect of being fashioned " like 
unto Christ's glorious body,'' we need merely 
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say that the assurance of Scripture, that such 
will be the case, is not more diflScult to believe, 
than is the unquestionable fact of our being in 
advanced years the same persons as in early 
youth; although there is scarcely an atom in 
the material composition of our bodies un- 
changed. Change and renovation, growth and 
substitution* have continually been in progress. 
Nevertheless, we have always been, and are, 
identically the same persons. 

Now, when it shall please God to terminate 
our days on earth, death will act upon our 
bodies just as time acts upon them now. The 
only difference will be that the change will be 
immediate^ instead of gradual, and what is with- 
drawn will not, for a period appointed, be re- 
placed. But the same Power, that supplies the 
deficiencies caused in our systems by the wear 
of years, will be equally able to replace the 
decay caused by death. We cannot doubt this 
without incurring the Apostle's rebuke to stub- 
bom incredulity, " thou fool !'' 

Neither can we, with any regard to soimd 

reason, allow the fact of the soul's separation 

from the body at death to shake our belief in 

their future re-union, RecoUect what ensues 
when either sleep, or faintness, overcomes us, 

D 
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The senses are suspended The soul seems to 
have forsaken its bodily habitation. Nevertheless, 
after a time, all things return to their former 
condition. Again the senses are actively em- 
ployed. The soul re-asserts its supremacy in the 
dictates of the mind and heart. Their powers have 
been only interrupted for a season, and they once 
more discharge their functions ." man knoweth 
not howP Let none, then, deem it a thing 
incredible, that, after a long suspension, Grod 
shall cause the soul to resume its bodily in- 
dwelling, when it shall be clothed upon with 
the glories of the Resurrection, and " mortality 
shall be swallowed up of life.'' 

But we will pass from difl&culties, suggested 
by Satan, to testimonies, in proof of a coming 
Resurrection, which we gather from conscience 
and our innate feelings. Our happiness being 
embodied in it, and our present condition being 
one of preparation for it, God has implanted in 
oiu- hearts a desire and expectation of it. The 
hope of a Resurrection is, accordingly, natural 
to us. The benighted savage cherishes the 
expectation. "With my dead body shall they 
arise'' is his reflection, as he stores the graves of 
his loved ones with articles of food and raiment, 
ill order that they may not want in what his 
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unenlightened mind pictures to himself as " the 
world to come.'* In his lowest state of intellect 
and knowledge man thus developes an instinctive 
foresight of a Resurrection, 

Such is nature's lesson. Such is God's Provi- 
dential teaching. The Divine Wisdom, which 
provides sounds for the ear, and objects of vision 
for the eye, and tastes for the palate, has riot 
left objectless the sympathies, that in man's 
heart are longing and craving after a Resurrec- 
tion. "The hour cometh when the dead shall 
hear the voice of the Son of God ; and they, 
that hear, shall live ! " This event, which our 
instincts constrain us to anticipate, and which 
the Word of God predicts, is necessary ; in order 
that Divine Justice may have its fall exercise, and 
man's moral trial may lead to its proper results. 

We cannot contemplate what is passing in 
the world around us, without becoming assured 
that there is many a recompence to be assigned 
to good and evil actions beyond the grave ; and 
that justice requires an existence for every 
individual beyond and different from "this life 
present." What numberless instances of well- 
doing meet with no reward on earth and must 
" foUow" the people of God iuto eternity if ever 
they are to be recompensed ? what a multitude 
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of sins stain the lives of men who in this world 
experience little or no retribution ? the inspired 
penman has recorded the perplexity, which at- 
tends such a review of men and events in the 
Scripture, "I saw the wicked coming into no 
misfortime like other folk, neither were they 
plagued like other men f " I saw the place of 
judgment, that wickedness was there ; and the 
place of righteousness, that iniquity was there 1" 
At once he drew the conclusion that the justice 
of God will be vindicated by a verdict to be 
passed on all men in ^future state of existence, 
— "I said in my heart God shall judge the 
righteous and the wicked ! " 

We cannot reasonably arrive at any other 
conclusion. This world and this life yield no 
recompence or retribution such as the justice 
of God must purpose to dispense to each of us. 
And, for this reason only, even if Holy Writ 
had not revealed to us the fact, we must have 
believed in a Resurrection unto life, though 
" worms " for a time do " destroy this body." 

Thank God, however, we are not left to com- 
bat the difficulties, which infidel subtelty sug- 
gests, with our mere reasoning powers. We are 
not abandoned to the mere influence of an instinct 
which directs our thoughts toward a coming 
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"life from the dead" Neither are we bidden 
to rely upon our own conclusions, drawn from 
the aspect of things around us, to the effect 
that the justice of God requires satisfaction 
in some future state of man's existence. We 
have seen how strongly these all sustain the 
doctrine of the Resurrection. But, beyond 
their testimony, we are blessed with an un- 
mistakeable message from God Almighty. His 
Word assures us that " we shall all be dianged, 
in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the 
last trump; for the trumpet shall sound, and 
the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we 
shall be changed ; for this corruptible must put 
on incorruption, and this mortal must put on 
immortaUty!" 

This is the Divine announcement. Its reality 
has been confirmed by the Spirit of God with 
the force of miracles and the persuasive con- 
viction of prophesies fulfilled. And, lest, in a 
matter so closely affecting the peace and hap- 
piness of man, there should be one possible 
means of conviction wanting^ our Saviour's 
Resurrection, as "the first fruits of them that 
slept," has been openly accomplished and in- 
disputably certified. The Christian Preacher 
takes his stand beside the vacant tomb of 
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Jesus, and knows that there is to be found 
the surest groundwork for our fondest hope — 
for the blissful expectation of re-union with the 
departed and the loved, and of an immortality 
bright with the reflected glories of Christ's own 
Divine perfections I " Christ is risen indeed T 
Then, all imaginary difficulties in the way of our 
belief in " the resurrection of the body " are done 
away ! If He died and rose again, why may not 
His power raise up our mortal bodies after death 1 
And, that He did both die and also rose again, 
we have the clearest proofe. Enemies and 
disciples were concurrent witnesses to the fact — 
which the Roman officer reported formally to his 
superior — that He was truly "dead.'' Then 
followed His burial 

And, when, after the interval of the Sabbath, 
holy women came to complete the sad offices of 
embalmment (so little did they anticipate, so little 
were they prepared for, the great event of which 
they were to be chosen witnesses to mankind)* 
they were astonished to find Him risen 1 " He 
was seen of Cephas —then of the twelve — after 
that He was seen of above five hundred brethren 
at once, of whom ' (observes St. Paul), * the 
greater part remain unto this present, but some 
are fallen asleep. After that, He was seen of 
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James ; then of all the Apostles ; and, last of all, 
He was seen of me also/'' Thus we read at 
1 Cor., XV., 5, 8. 

This event gave new courage and new life to 
the apostles. It sealed every hope, for which 
their hearts throbbed ; and it was certain ! 
Nothing could be niore so. Foes might question 
their motives and reject their teaching. But this 
great 'comer-stone of Christian faith and hope 
none could shake! No wonder that the once- 
timorous disciples became the bold preachers of 
the Cross now that they knew themselves to be 
commissioned ministers of Him, who had guaran- 
teed the truth of His glorious promises by 
bursting the bands of death and re-appearing, aa 
He had said beforehand that He would re-appear, 
to testify by raising His own body fix)m the grave 
iJiat, in like manner at the time appointed, should 
theirs be raised ! This consciousness made the 
apostles such changed men. They, who had fled 
from Calvary, became, under its influence, 
"more than conquerors'' over all fears, doubts, 
hindrances, and trials. When the Saviour had 
risen, their triumphant cry echoed throughout the 
world — " who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or perse- 
cution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword 1 
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. . . Nay, in all these things we are more 
than conquerors through Him that hath loved 
us !'' The living argument of a risen Saviour had 
put all doubts aside, and given vitaUty and 
energy to the hope of immortality that filled their 
souls. 

God grant that the same results may ensue 
from our knowledge of what they witnessed. 
Remember, if they saw and handled^ we can 
hear and equally believe ! May we inherit the 
blessing promised to such as, not having seen, 
have believed 1 May our affections rise con- 
tinually upward to the glory "where Christ 
sitteth on the right hand of GodT May the 
prospect of approaching death sober oiu- minds in 
humble preparation ! May the anticipation of 
the " quickening " after death has done its worst, 
and of the resurrection in a " body made like imto 
Christ's glorious body,'' elevate us to " peace and 
joy in believing !" In Church, at Sacrament, in 
closet prayer, in public business, everywhere, may 
the impress of a promised and assured resurrection 
unto life eternal be on our thoughts — ^motives — 
affections — hopes ! And, whenever it shall please 
God to remove us from earth and things earthly, 
may His propitiated love " exalt us to the same 
place, whither our Saviour Christ is gone before!" 
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"Oh! change — stupendous change ! 
, There lies the soulless clod ; 
The Sun eternal breaks — 
The new immortal wakes — 
Wakes with his God r 



SERMON V. 



THE SABBATH. 

GEiinESiB ii., 3. 
'^ Ghd blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it : because that 
in it He had rested from all His work which Ghd 
created and made,^^ 



From these words of Divine Inspiration we 
derive the lesson that God has reserved one- 
seventh portion of our time as His own peculiar 
right. Six days we may devote to the various 
occupations of our earthly calling; but each 
seventh day is, by a Divine commandment, set 
apart (not only for purposes of repose, not only 
for a cessation from life's ordinary cares and toil, 
but, also and mainly,) for a hallowed rest and the 
cultivation of that peace of mind which results 
from commiming in worship with the Almighty. 
" God blessed the seventh day, bxA sanctified \i f 
He invested it with a peculiar and pre-eminent 
sacredness over all other days. He "sanctified '' 
it. He portioned off its hours, as periods of 
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special worship, from all other intervals of time. 
Men were always to " turn away their feet from 
it^" as from that, which was especially God's — 
not theirs — and on which the finger of Jehovah 
had traced the ascription — " holiness to the Lord i" 
This Providential provision for the maintenance 
of holiness in the soul of man was not restricted 
to the time of his hafppy continuance in Eden. It 
prominently appears among the Divine ordinances, 
which, after the fall, foreshadowed from age to age 
the coming of Messiah and opened for fallen man 
a way, through faith in Him, to the attainment 
of the Heavenly inheritance that had been 
forfeited by sin. Thus, amid the terrors of Sinai, 
the law of the Sabbath was re-enacted, and the 
sublime strains of subsequent prophecy proclaimed 
"if thou turn away thy foot from the Sabbath, — 
from doing thy pleasure on My holy Day, — and 
call the Sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord, 
honorable, and shalt honor Him, not doing 
thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasures, 
nor speaking thine own words, then shalt thou 
delight thyself in the Lord, and I will cause thee 
to ride upon the high places of the earth, and I 
will feed thee with the heritage of Jacob, thy 
father, for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken 
it.'' 
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Under the Mosaic dispensation it was, accord- 
ingly, the recognized will of God that an abstinence 
from pursuits, which are lawful and customary 
upon other days, — ^a withdrawal from ordinary 
sources of amusement, — and a special recourse to 
the Scriptures and to worship (so that he should 
speak God's words, rather than his own, and 
adopt God's thoughts in lieu of his own,) were 
to characterize each believer's Sabbath. Grod's 
ancient people were taught that, whilst every day 
and every moment ought to bear the impress of 
the faith which knits a godly man's soul to 
Heaven, there should on the Sabbath day be more 
than ordinary reference of the thoughts to God. 
On working days revealed truths would enter 
into, and give a character to, the servant of God's 
dealings with an uncongenial world, and prove 
him to be not of it, though for a time his lot is 
to live in it ; but, on this great day of sacred 
observance, his soul, freed altogether from the 
** lets and hindrances " of that imcongenial 
intercourse, was to rise above the concerns and 
interests of earth, to the unrestricted and unin- 
terrupted enjoyment of communion with the 
powers of Heaven ! Then was man (so to speak,) 
to **ride upon the high places of the earth," 
when his consoled and strengthened spirit found 
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the "Sanctuary*' to be indeed the "House of 
God f and his eyelids closed in sleep at nightfall 
all the more refreshing for the Sabbath re- 
trospect — "this is the gate of Heaven !'' 

Such was the will of God, and such was each 
believer's privilege, unquestionably, under the 
old dispensation. No one, who reads the Bible, 
can dispute that ! But how stands the case now? 
Has the Gospel swept away the Sabbath ordin- 
ance, together with the ceremonial law, and 
made the words of the text, " God blessed the 
seventh day and sanctified it," dead letters so 
far as we of these last days are concerned? 
These are questions which we may often hear 
mooted. And, inasmuch as the application of a 
divine law to ourselves is involved in the sub- 
ject, nothing can be more important than that 
we should arrive at a clear comprehension of it ; 
for we know that, whatever words God hath 
revealed, "the same shall judge us at the last 
day." Let us, then, with all the earnestness 
which such a thought imparts, enquire whether 
the Sabbath was, or was not, intended to be 
observed by all generations of mankind for ever. 

The text leads us at once to the conclusion 
that it was so intended. For, observe when and 
wherefore it teaches us that the Sabbath was 



ordained. It describes the Sabbath as being 
instituted at the completion of the creation, and 
for the purpose of commemorating it, centuries 
before either Abraham was called, or Israel was 
delivered from Egyptian bondage. Wherefore 
the Sabbath could not have been designed ex- 
clusively for the family of Abraham, or for the 
nation of the Jews; seeing that it was to 
commemorate events which equally affected the 
rest of mankind, and equally called for oom- 
memoratior^ on their part. Every child of Adam 
is aB greatly interested in the goodness and 
mercies and providential power, which beam 
forth from the work of creation, as were the 
, Patriarch himself, and the Israelites his descend- 
ants; and from the one, as much as from the other, 
the grateful acknowledgment must be due ; and 
the fact that the Divine directions, for such 
acknowledgment to be made, were given at 
the time of man^s creation and in connexion 
therewith, is a decisive intimation in itself that 
the Sabbath was designed for all the families 
of mankind to the end of the world. "The 
Sabbath was made for man ; '' not for any one 
race, or nation, or family, but for " man '' 1 for 
all of us! for the entire posterity of Adam, 
in whose person they receive from God the 
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^ blessing ^ and " holy ordinance '' of the seventh 
day, "because that in it He had rested fix)m 
all His works which God created and made/' 

It is no valid argument to the contrary that, 
ages afterwards, this Sabbath law was enforced 
upon Israel, not merely as a specific obligation to 
"keep holy the Sabbath Day/* but also 
connexion with sundry special directions, as to the 
manner in which they should observe it, such as 
must, from their very nature, be considered as 
part of that Jewish dispensation of Gospel 
foreshadows ; " which things are done away in 
Christ r Those regulations, which were designed 
for a time and for a pectdiar people, and to meet 
peculiar circumstancies, have passed away. 

. Bat the obligation to haUow GodJs Sabbaths, as 
it had existed ages before those temporary 
r^ulations of the ceremonial law of Moses were 
added to it for Israel's observance, was to con- 
tinue to the end of time. Wherefore, the language 
of the moral law, which Christ "came not to 
destroy but to fulfill," was as follows — "remember 
that thou keep holy the Sabbath day/' Observe 
the peculiar expression, " remember /" It points 
out a duty previously recognized and known ; it 
indicates the re-enactment of a law that had been 
long before enunciated and in force ! and^ if w^ 
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require proof that it was so, we find it in the 
numbering of days by weeks in the book of 
Genesis ; for, whence came that practice, if not 
from the habit of Sabbath observance, or at all 
events from the knowledge of that duty in days 
anterior to the flood, aye, and from the very 
outset of man's history ? We find it, too, in the 
reason given, before even the Law had been 
proclaimed from Sinai, for prohibiting the collec- 
tion of manna on the seventh day, which was this : 
** to-morrow is the rest of the holy Sabbath mito 
the I/)rd." So that we learn, on Divine authority, 
that Sabbath observance was familiar to the 
people of God before the Mosaic dispensation had 
been inaugurated. It was a practice which had 
descended to them from their fathers, and was 
known by them to have had its origin in the 
express direction of God Himself. Listen not, 
then, to those who would fain persuade you that 
it is a mere Jewish ceremonial law, and not a 
commandment made obligatory by God upon 
every living man. 

As the Sabbath ordinance existed before the 
Mosaic dispensation, and, accordingly, was '*re- 
membered " by Israel, so is it the sui^ivor of the 
ceremonial law likewise ! It outlives the Mosaic 
law, being part of those moral commandments 
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upon which depend " all the law and the pro- 
phets " — the future, as well as the present pri- 
vileges of the faithful ! Unlike the directions of 
the ceremonial law, which were intended to 
answer only a temporary purpose, and were 
written by Moses' pen, imder inspiration — the 
Ten Commandments — which are the universal 
code of man's obligations to the Almighty, and 
to his fellow creatures, and in which the re- 
deemed of each successive generation must 
walk throughout the days of their pilgrimage 
on. earth — God suffered not a creature to either 
indite or announce ! With His own finger He 
traced them upon tables of sto»e, and deKvered 
them amid all the terrible glories of the Divine 
Presence in Sinai! The fourth of those Com- 
mandments bids the people of God " Remember 
that thou keep holy the Sabbath day 1" And 
prophets, gazing with clear vision upon days 
when Gentiles should constitute the Church of 
the Gospel, pronounced it to be characteristic 
of Christian hohness that the hymns and prayers 
and praises of the new dispensation-Sabbath 
should extend to the throne of grace from all 
quarters of the globe ; " from one Sabbath to 
another," exclaims one of the goodly fellowship 
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of the Prophets, " shall all flesh come to worship 
before Me, saith the Lord f 

And wherever, in the good providence of God, 
the teaching of the Gospel has taken root, this 
observance of the Sabbath has ensued. The 
believer's foot is stayed ; his ordinary pursuits 
are held in abeyance ; he rests from this Ufe's 
labors, and pours forth accents of devotion to 
his God with all the increased fervor which, 
"from one Sabbath to another," increase qf 
mercies has inspired. The particular day, it is 
true, is changed. The first, instead of the last, 
day of the week is the Sabbath imder the 
Gt>speL But th^^eventh portion of time, every 
recurring seventh day, is set apart for devotion 
to the Most High. 

And why this change ! even because a cowr 
pleted Redemption has taken the place of a 
completed Creation in the commemoration of 
God's people ; and that, not in compliance with 
any choice or directions of man, but imder the 
inspired regulation of the Apostles, touching 
whom our Lord said, "he that heareth you, 
heareth Me ! " So that the altered rule of keep- 
ing the first day of the week as the Christian 
Sabbath, while it fulfils the original requirement 
of setting apart one seventh portion of time, 
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even each seventh day, has Divine authority 
in the persons of the Apostles, who acted under 
the Holy Ghost's special influence when they 
caused the day of our Blessed Lord's resui^ 
rection to be the Christian Sabbath in the 
Churches. 

And let it be noted that the Psalmist had, 
ages before, predicted the event, when his joyous 
strain wound up a description of Messiah's 
victory over the grave with this meamng assur- 
ance, ** this is the day which the Lord hath made ; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it!" Accord- 
ingly, the arisen Saviour twice vouchsafed 
His bodily presence on the first day of the 
week to His assembled disciplea And it was 
on the first day of the week, when they 
were met together, that the Pentecostal out- 
pourings of the Spirit took place, as if to seal 
the consecration of the new Sabbath, and make 
it additionally commemorative of "the new 
creature in Christ," to be wrought in each be- 
lieving soul by His mighty operation. Repeatedly 
we read of this meeting on the first day of the 
week to " break bread" and to " pray ;" and we 
find St. Paul bidding every man to " lay by him 
in store," that he might be able to give alms on 
** the first day of the week," that being obviously 



68 

now the day of holy assembly — ^the day, on which, 
under divine inspiration, the Apostles had taught 
Christians to keep the Sabbath, — so that St. 
John spake of it as already bearing the ** sancti- 
fying " designation of " the Lord's day," " I was 
in the Spirit," he wrote, " on the Lord's day," in 
other words, the day which is pre'eminently HiSy 
as being the Christian Sabbath ! 

Thus, the transition from the last to the first 
day of the week was a dmneZy-appointed one ! 
It does not contravene the fourth commandment. 
It does not break through the sanctity which the 
text attaches to the Sabbath. No ; it keeps the 
Sabbath. It blesses and sanctifies the seventh 
portion of time. It devotes its hours to a pious 
acknowledgment of that mighty redemption of the 
soul from sin and death, which is the very crown 
and glory of creation. And the people of God, as 
they sing on the sacred day their hymns of praise, 
feel their Sabbath obligations to be both multi- 
plied and deepened. " In keeping thereof there 
is great reward " is the Christian's experience ; 
wherefore the people " rejoice and are glad in the 
day which the Lord hath made " — the day which 
proclaims to them " Christ risen and become the 
first-fruits of them that slept." 

The consecration of the Sabbath day being 
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warning, and our encouragement, dwell briefly 
upon the blessing of the Sabbath. 

Gk)d purposed it should be a blessing to man. 
There is **love for us" stamped upon the 
ordinance. God knew that, even in Eden, man 
required occasional retirement and repose. In the 
human heart were feelings, which, if over-strained, 
might lead him astray. So, even the sweet life of 
Eden must have pauses for special thoughtfulness 
and quiet. And, during Sabbath hours, the 
present pleasures of its paradise were to be 
quitted for the contemplation of the loftier 
privileges which surround the throne of God ! 

Now, if Adam, as yet unsinning and happy 
and holy, needed this Sabbath interval of peaceftJ 
worship and communing with God to the exclu- 
sion of his ordinary and innocent occupations, 
how much more does the harassed, care-worn, sin- 
stricken man of times subsequent to the Fall, 
require its hallowing and soothing influence amid 
the briars and thorns of a life that is as full of 
labours as of temptations ! And God, forseeing 
this, had respect to our necessities and wearinesses, 
when he commanded us to keep the Sabbath, 
while six days were reserved for our needful 
secular employments. 
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What a blessing to man has this ordinance 
proved by staying the surging tide of our 
anxieties with the interdict, " thus far shalt thou 
come and no further T The laborer, whether in 
mind or in body, finds revival in the Sabbath. It 
is the poor man^s day, emphatically ! It is the 
toil-worn cattle's day of peace also! Viewed 
merely in the light of human mercy and 
kindness, the Sabbath appears fraught with 
blessings. But add a thought upon its religious 
importance. Ask yourselves what would have 
ensued from our ceaseless occupation in this 
world of stir and bustle, — business and toil and 
^ competition, — ^had no Sabbath interposed its 
hours sacred to the cultivation, imder divine 
grace, of the knowledge, love, fear, and service of 
Jehovah 1 Would not all traces of the love and 
service of God long ago have perished in hearts 
that now glow with piety and rejoice in peace of 
mind ? Undeniably such would have been the 
case. But a merciful Providence interposed the 
Sabbath ; and it has been, ever since, the grand 
medium for the instruction of souls in the Word 
of God, and for the continuance of His worship. 
And, more than that, it has proved a mighty 
instrument for good ends between fellow wor- 
shippers, checking the wild passions of opposed 
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parties, re-uniting broken friendships, cementing 
kindly dispositions, hallowing family ties, and 
blending all in "one communion,^' of "faith, 
hope, and charity," as, with one heart and mind, 
and mouth and soul, the congregation utter the 
accents of " common prayer,^' and each says, "I 
had rather be a door-keeper in the house of my 
God than dwell in the tents of wickedness : A 
day, O Lord, in Thy courts is better than a 
thousand ! '* 

The Sabbath has, indeed, a blessing annexed 
to its due observation. God " blessed " it when 
He " sanctified '^ it. And there is no Christian 
man, who will not bear glad testimony to the 
fact that he can trace his own advancement 
or falling away in the Divine life to his ad- 
vancement or falling away in respect of Sabbath 
observance. As the week has begun, so has it 
generally ended. When the Sabbath has been 
a day which has brought him near to God, he 
has, in most cases, walked with God throughout 
the week. The bright light of the Sabbath has 
shone through the other six days and their 
events. The strength and consolation, which 
the Sabbath inspires, have prepared him for 
the trials of his worldly businesa The influences 
of the sacred day never leave his soul ; and 
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they are sweet jhappy influences. On other days 
he encounters the jarring sounds of worldly 
enmities and godless sentiments ; but, on the 
Sabbath, all is in accordance with the soul's 
heavenly longings ! all is peace within the 
Sanctuary, where men join in unison of prayer 
and praise, and hope and thanksgiving! there 
men breathe an atmosphere of sympathy ! and 
there is blessedness in that sympathy ! together 
glorifying God, we have in our brotherly position 
before God, as members of the great Christian 
family, an earnest of the future unity and peace 
of Heaven ! 

Glad, therefore, is the believer, when they say 
unto him, "let us go unto the house of the 
Lord f and, as they return homeward from its 
hallowed aisles, the inward reflection of each 
pious heart is, " verily God hath heard me : He 
hath attended unto the voice of my prayer : 
Blessed be God who hath not turned away my 
prayer, nor hid His mercy from me !" 

" Those Sabbath bells— those Sabbath bells ! 
How sweet the sound their music tells 
Of hope, and joy, and those bright days 
When first I learned a Saviour's praise !" 
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" Though many a year since that has flown," 
Aijd many a grief my heart has known, 
Yet still that heart with rapture swells. 
And hails your solmd, sweet Sabbath bells T 
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SEEMON VI. 

THE VOICE OF THE WAVES. 

Psalm cvii., 23, 24. 

^' They that go down to the sea in ships, that do business in 
great waters ; these see the works of the Lord, and Sis 
wonders in the deep,^^ 

The God of nature is also the God of grace. 
And, since He cannot act inconsistently, but 
manifests the same attributes in governing the 
world of matter that He exhibits in His dealings 
with the souls of men, a better commentary 
upon the Scriptures cannot be resorted to by a 
serious mind than the "witness'^ which the 
Almighty has given to " Himself'^ in the works 
of His creative power. Indeed, so plain are their 
testimonies to the wisdom, might, and loving- 
kindness of Him who made them — so decided are 
the indications of His will and the proofs of His 
providence, which they convey to the attentive 
observer — that we are assured in the Bible that 
their disregard will be found at the day of 
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judgment to constitute a prominent feature in 
the guilt of the condemned, "The wrath of 
God is revealed against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, because that, which may- 
be known of God, is manifest to them, ... 
being understood by the things that are made ; 
so that they are without excuse !" Accordingly, 
we must regard it as a solemn obligation imposed 
on us, as well as a high privilege conferred on us, 
by G^d Himself, to reverently trace out many of 
His gracious purposes and much of His glorious 
perfection and many a lesson respecting His 
moral governance, as we tread the hills and 
valleys, or are borne upon the waters of this 
earth — so teeming with contrivances of the 
highest wisdom — so magnificent in its propor- 
tions — so lovely in its countless creations ! 
Scripture tells us this. Instinctively our better 
feelings accept the lesson, when our attention is 
called to it. Bvit, unhappily, the labors and 
competitions and amusements of daily life in the 
world intercept the thoughts ; and fasten them 
on less worthy objects to such an extent, that the 
inspired servant of God has placed in record the 
sorrowful reproach, " Oh, that men would praise 
the Lord for His goodness, and declare the 
wonders which he doeth for the children of 
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men !" Let us not evade our duty and despise 
our privilege by thus disregarding the witness, 
which God gives to Himself in His created 
wonders ; but ever be it our delight to derive 
from the beauties and mysteries of the world we 
inhabit those impressions, which the Almighty 
intends them to convey to ua " There is no 
speech, nor language, where their voice is not 
heard. Their line is gone out through all the 
earth, and their words to the ends of the earth :" 
. . . "the voice of the Lord is upon the 
waters : the voice of the Lord thundereth : the 
voice of God divideth the flames of fire !" At 
Nature's accents man may well be humbled, for 
Nature's voice is God's utterance : — ' 

« Thou axt, O God. the life and light 
Of all this wondrous world we see ; 

Its glow by day, its smile by night. 
Are but reflections caught from Thee ! 

Where'er we turn. Thy glories shine 

And all things bright and fair are Thine !" 

Wherefore, let us "give unto the Lord the 
glory due unto His name," and reverently heed 
the important lessons with which His works 
are instinct. 

On the present occasion, let us dwell in 
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thought upon one of Nature's instructive scenes. 
Let us follow, in mind and reflection, the ship- 
men, whose business lies in the "great waters,'' 
and contemplate a few of the mysteries of the 
mighty sea — ^from whose bridled swell and coral 
cayes, and fathomless depths, and fishes innu- 
merable that traverse its vast area^ proceeds the 
testimony of a wise and all pervading govern- 
ance to the fact that the Divine Creator's ** way 
is in the sea/' and His "path in the great 
waters," and His "footsteps are not known!" 

" Beautiful, sublime, and glorious, 
Mild, majestic, foaming, free ; 
Over time itself victorious, 
Image of Eternity I 

Such art thou — stupendous ocean ! 

But, if overwhelm'd by thee, 
Can we think without emotion 

What must Thy Creator be T 

Among the wonders of the great deep, none is 
• more remarkable than the limitation of its bil- 
lowy rush against the dry land, which is our 
appointed habitation. " I," saith God " shut up 
the sea with doors, when I said. Hitherto shalt 
thou come and no further ; and here shall thy 
proud waves be stayed !" 
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Go, my hearers, and stand upon some beach or 
head-land, and note the crested billows dashing 
in multitudinous succession towards you ; and, 
while you marvel at the impetus which urges 
them onward, and the seemingly resistless force 
with which they threaten to overrun the ground 
on which you stand, observe how surely at a 
given point tliey curve back to their very base, 
and expend their force upon themselves, and 
then retire^ leaving a frothy line to mark how 
accurately their limit has been defined. Now, 
it is true that second causes for this limitation 
are apparent. The man of science is permitted 
to acquaint liimself with much of the process 
whereby the Almighty brings this result to 
pass. But this does not derogate from the 
wisdom and power of Him who is the great 
first cause, and " ruleth the raging of the sea.'^ 
The exact adaptation of the means to the end, 
so far as we can trace them, ought to command 
our adoring acknowledgment, "Thy wisdom, 
O Lord, is over all Thy works !" To this intent' 
we have been gifted with an intellect that is 
capable of observing and reasoning upon so 
many of God's dispensations. Our minds were, 
not given to us (as some vainly imagine that 
they have been given,) for our own selfish enter- 
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tainment. It was not meant that we should 
deal with the wonders of creation, as though the 
universe were a grand museum ; wherein we are 
to simply gratify our curiosity and pursue our 
intellectual amusement. On the contrary, this 
world of ours is fitted to be one vast Temple to 
be dedicated by us to Jehovah's praise and 
worship! It is " none other," in this sense, than 
**iAe house oj God — the gate of Heaven'' — 
where the discernment of His presence, wisdom, 
goodness, and power ought to command man's 
acknowledgment in words and acts of devout 
worship, and attune his mind to heavenly 
thoughts, and prepare his soul for the immortal 
destiny that lies before him. 

Accordingly, in the case brought under our 
notice by the text — the case of men conversant 
with sea-coast scenery, and with sights and 
sounds of ocean grandeur — ^the Divine Word 
has prescribed a direct application of them to 
the claims of God upon our reverence : " saith 
the Lord, * Will ye not tremble at My presence, 
which have placed the sand for the bound of 
the sea by a perpetual decree that it cannot 
pass ; and, though the waves toss themselves, 
yet they cannot prevail ; though they roar, yet 
can they not pass over it : fear ye not Me V '' 
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Hear the Divine speaker, and, recollecting that 
His wUl suffices to hold back the gigantic billows 
of the ocean within their decreed limit, reflect 
that this is He, whom we either so impenitently 
offend or else so feebly and unworthily obey ; 
and then say *is not awe a necessary conse- 
quence'? Impenitent sinners^ to you the reflec- 
tion must be terrible indeed r for you are 
contemplating proofe of His power, who has 
said, "the Lord cometh to execute judgment 
upon all,'' and ** the wicked shall be turned into 
heU, and all the people that forget God ! " The 
denunciation has a wide scope. It includes not 
only the men of flagrant guilt and pro&ne 
speech, but also the passive hearers of the re- 
vealed Truth — men who shrink from all avowed 
irreligion and make a parade of religious prin- 
ciples and, notwithstanding, are devoid of aU 
practical piety y fpeople that " forget God," and 
forsake and are indifferent about "the means 
of grace" and " hope of glory" and derive their 
motives and cherished objects of interest from 
the perishable things of time and sense, to the 
exclusion of the " walk with God " to which the 
Gospel invites them ! Impenitent followers of 
this suicidal coinrse, ponder God's word of warn- 
ing, while the time for repentance lasts ! Death 
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is nigh at hand ; and, after death, the judgment ; 
and I have quoted the Abnighty's declaration of 
its results to the wicked and the people that 
forget God. You cannot doubt His 'poioer to 
bring about those results. The surges of the 
gyeat Deep hoarsely laugh any such doubt to 
scorn. The power, which they obey, you cannot 
dispute. 

But the intention, you suggest, the intention 
of God — may not that alter ? wiU not God change 
His stem purpose ? *' Where is the promise of 
His coming r Say you so? Then once more 
shall Ocean reprove you, and vindicate the 
Divine truthftdness. You see that its tides 
regularly flow aiid ebb ; and cherish the thought, 
"all things continue as they were.'' But this 
regularity cannot justify your idea that the 
Divine threat will not be realized ! Those 
waters, recollect, once made an unexpected se- 
pulchre for men who reasoned as you are doing. 
When Noah preached Christ and a coming 
judgment, his hearers scorned every appeal, and 
chose to treat as an idle tale the revealed word 
of God. What ensued ? the "fountains of the 
great deep " broke up ; and the surges, pre- 
viously and ever since so regular in their 
approach and retirement, burst ^\\x\>xix<^^ic«xs:i!^ 
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force over the earth, and swept into a vast watery- 
grave the persons and habitations of a race who 
had wantonly trifled with Jehovah's warning. 
" The Divine word is yea and amen " proclaims 
the Sea to imgodly man. What He hath said 
will be fulfilled. Court not your own destruc- 
tion, then, by persisting in unbelief and ungod- 
liness. At present His goodness invites you to 
repentance. But there will be a limit to His 
forbearance. While you have the opportunity, 
let the warning of the Deluge constrain you to 
seek through Christ for power to "escape all 
those things that are coming on the earth and to 
stand before the Son of Man T' 

To a pious mind, however, a different train of 
thought arises out of the restriction put upon 
the waves by Him, Whose governance is so 
complete, that Scripture speaks of His " holding 
the ocean in the hollow of His hand." An 
assurance from the Almighty floats over their 
turmoil to the faithful servant of God with sweet 
comfort. It proclaims, " It is I, be not afraid !" 
Truly the voice of the Lord is upon the waters, 
bidding His servant observe His power, and 
rejoice to know that its protection is covenanted 
to him for ever ; that none shall be able to pluck 
out of God's hand ; and that no power shall 
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be able to sever him from God's love which is in 
Christ! 

" Let storm and darkness do their worst ; 
For the lost dream the heart may ache ; 

The heart may ache, but may not burst, 
Heaven will not leave thee, nor forsake/* 

The sea teaches us also an important lesson 
by means of its occasional tempestuous dis- 
turbance. The same mysterious Power, which 
restrains the waves from encroaching upon the 
dry land, occasionally agitates them, so as to 
threaten destruction to all whose frail vessels 
are ploughing the great waters : " They mount 
up to the heaven, and they go down again to 
the depths ; their soul is melted because of 
trouble;" after a while, God " maketh the storm a 
calm, so that the waves thereof are still!" We are 
tempted to wonder at this, and to ask : Why 
do not the bright beams of the sun and moon 
play softly upon gently rippling waters always ? 
Why should there not be a perpetual calm 
upon the face of the deep 1 In God's word 
we are instructed to find our answer in the 
fact, that the condition of the world ever since 
man's fall has been such, as to require that the 
evil should mingle with the good. Therefore, 
it comes to pass that unrest, ttoxjJAfc^ ^^ss^sg^^ 
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and violence are continually disturbing the 
very elements out of which man derives the 
blessings of this life. " Cursed is the ground 
for thy sakCy^ O man ! The earth, accordingly, 
produces briars and thorns, as well as fruit and 
grain and herbs ; so that the sweat of man's 
brow must purchase his store of food. And the 
air and the sea are riven and tossed in the 
tempest by the same dispensation of Providence, 
which gives to us the healthful atmosphere and 
the seasons in their course. Thus, " all creation 
groaneth and travaileth in pain together . . 
waiting for the redemption T 

Ours is a world of trouble, conflict and 
change ; where rise and fall, beauty and decay, 
life and death, disquiet and quiet succeed one 
another, "man knoweth not how,'' in the ap- 
pointed order of things wherein we "live and 
move and have our being." To reason upon 
this state of things would be folly. We cannot 
get beyond the fact that it is so ordained by 
God, and is regulated by the physical and 
moral requirements of man's present state of 
existence. We are led by experience, as well 
as by revelation, to the conclusion that there 
is a good and gracious object in the dispen- 
sation ] It tends to goody dark and threatening 
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though it may appear at the moment to be ! 
We camiot explain the rising and subsidence 
of the storm ; but we can, and do, in an altered 
temperature and other results, feel what good 
its violence has effected for us! And this is 
an exact counterpart of God's manner of dealing 
with the souls of men. 

" Ye fearful ones, fresh courage take, 

The clouds we so much dread 
Are big with mercy, and shall break 

In blessings on your head ! '* 
The servant of God frequently needs the 
admonition. The most gifted Christian often 
is tempted to sink into despondency under the 
weight of those frequent trials, which verify 
the Scripture "in this world ye must have 
tribulation." . With reference to his temporal 
affairs^ the changes and chances of this fitftil 
life are continually assailing his " peace and joy 
in believing " the Gospel. The failure of many 
a hope, the anxiety of many a doubt, and 
the discouragement awaiting many an effort 
in the checquered occurrences of daily life, 
combine to weaken his recollection of what is 
due to God. And faltering prayers, impatient 
worship, wavering faith, and a frequent absence 
of the precepts and spirit oi t\i^ ^ ot^ ^S. ^^i&s^ 
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from his thoughts^ prove to him tibat the dark 
tempestuous season of temptation has overtaken 
him. And very painful in many instances is 
the eflfort, whereby the Spirit from above en- 
ables him to persevere in bdbg over " anxious 
for nothmg, but in everything, by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving, to let his re- 
quests be made known unto God " ; who, in 
His own good time, "causes all things to work 
together for good to such as love Him " ! The 
same order of things presents itself to the 
Christian in the private and domestic occur- 
rences of this uncertain life. The brightest sky 
is sure to be over-cast sooner or later. Thick 
clouds of affliction intervene. Sickness, sorrows, 
bereavements, and cares dash with tempestuous 
force against the wearied soul. And, ere long, 
to Heaven ascends the cry, '*A11 Thy billows 
and waves, Lord, are gone over me : have 
mercy on me. Lord, for I am in trouble; — 
my life is spent in grief and my years with 
sighing"! Such chastening visitations, it is true, 
work good in faithful godly souls. They tend 
to establish in them " patience, experience and 
hope ^ ; and, " after that they have suffered 
awhile," the grace of God brings it to pass that 
iihey J5i)d themselves " stablished, strengthened, 
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settled/' in the confidence that, "He, who hath 
begun the good work in them, will continue it " 
unto the day of their final acceptance in Heaven. 
Nevertheless, the previous trial is often very- 
severe ; and " no chastening for the present 
seemeth joyous, but grievous " I 

Moreover, if we regard the " inner life " of a 
Christian, we must discern a similar dispensation 
directing the fluctuations of his spiritual condi- 
tion. The shadow of the cross is ever falling 
upon the comfort of his hope in Christ. His 
faith is continually encountered by doubts and 
fears. Kebellious wills and affections frequently 
break in upon his peace of mind with a tempest 
of conflicting wishes and convictions. And, 
although an overruling Providence watches over 
the storm, and causes it to terminate in the 
establishment of " righteousness in them who are 
exercised thereby," the struggle is severe while 
it lasts ; and we are to expect a frequent 
recurrence of it, as being part of our needful 
discipline in this life of trial, even unto the end ; 
for, when the redeemed shall have entered into 
their heavenly glory, their description by angelic 
voices will be this, " these are they which came 
out of great tribulation'' Meanwlaile it is their 
comfort to know that God " will nci^i ^xiSst "O^^s^ 
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to be tempted above that they are able, but will, 
with the temptation, also make a way to escape 
that they may be able to bear it." 

Thus, the tempestuous surges of the agitated 
Ocean find their antitype in the dealings of God's 
Providence with the souls of men, which testify 
that "man is bom to trouble." Let us not 
murmur because this is the case. Let us not 
complainingly say, why was it not otherwise 
ordered ? Let us not utter words of unbelief, in 
defiance of God's own Word, and say, " if such 
were the case, God would would have gone far 
beyond what the Bible has revealed, and would 
have explained to us His system of governance 
more fiilly!" This, the way of multitudes, is 
their folly. 

Do we find fault with Providence, and refuse 
to eat bread because we think that the labour 
of tillage, and the anxieties of watching the 
changes of weather and the necessity of profit- 
ing by them might have been dispensed with 
and our bodies have been sustained by some 
more easy, speedy, and pleasant process 1 Or do 
we decline to set our sails and prosecute our 
voyage, as our duty or interests may require 
that we should do, until we shall have acquired 
a distinct understanding of that which no man 
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ever did know or can know, viz., whence winds 
come, and whither they go? No such folly 
enters into our worldly transactions. Then let 
us not permit it to influence our attention to 
those higher duties, on the faithful discharge of 
which our everlasting happiness depends. Let 
us not withhold our fedth and our obedience 
from the Gospel of the living God, because all 
the mysteries of the Kingdom of Heaven 
and of the earth beneath, and all the co\msels 
of the Most High^ are not communicated and 
explained to us. Let us be thankful for the 
knowledge which is vouchsafed imto us, seeing 
that " it is able to make us wise unto salvation." 
As to all beyond it, let us rest satisfied with 
the Divine assurance, "Ye cannot bear them 
yet ;^ and let each of us resolve : " I will 'walk in 
the light which is given unto me, and, for all 
that lies beyond it, my confidence shall ever 
repose in the power and love of my God T 

Nothing, perhaps, tends more powerfully to 
sustain such a conviction in the mind than the 
view which occasionally meets their gaze, ** who 
do business in great waters ; these men see 
the works of the Lord, and His wonders in 
the deep !" Li tropical seas they gaze downward, 
and behold at a vast depth fishes innumerable, 
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sparkling in the clear waters as they traverse 
the forests of sea-weed, among whose gigantic 
branches, or the many, coloured corals which 
they overhang, "things creeping innumerable, 
both small and great,** have their allotted habi- 
tation and find their daily food. Far, as the 
eye can reach, spreads, the mass of animal life 
whose place is in the deep waters ! They gaze 
upward; and, in the immeasurable space over 
which in the clear sky of the tropics the human 
eye can range, stars beyond stars stretch their 
glittering reflection till the vision wearies and 
calculation fails I ^ All this is beyond human 
imderstanding. We cannot explain the necessity 
for those countless varieties of creatiures whose 
dwelling is in the sea. We cannot tell why 
so much beauty should lie concealed in those 
depths. We can give no reason why such won- 
drous ingenuity should be expended on creatures 
who seem to prey upon others and be preyed 
upon in turn. We are bewildered at the count- 
less living forms which the microscope reveals 
on each spray of sea-weed in proportions so 
beautifully organized, yet so minute, that the 
unaided eye could not perceive them. 

Equally unable are we to explain the mystery ; 
that surrounds those glorious orbs, which roll 
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their courses in the Heavens without confiision 
and in obedience to fixed laws. We see — ^admire 
— marvel; and admit, that such knowledge 
we cannot attain unto ! 

This we do know — that the Great Creator's 
infinite power and wisdom are developed in 
upholding those countless worlds in their courses, 
and in their fitness for an appointed end ; and 
that they are equally manifested in the adapt- 
ation of each little creature, whose size is as a 
speck, and its destined manner of life, and in 
the abimdant supply of aU things necessary for 
its sustenance. 

Would we know more? thick darkness of 
obscurity at once defies our groping feebleness ! 
Take we, then, this lesson fi:om the sea and 
its wonders — "seek not to be wise above what 
is revealed ; '' be satisfied that the reason, why 
you at present know so little, is because . your 
true interests do not require and your faculties 
do not admit of your possessing a wider range 
of comprehension. Therefore, confiding in God s 
goodness and covenanted love in Christ, " com- 
mit your way unto Him, as unto a faithful 
Creator !'' 

To these reflections on the sea as a monitor 
of the reverericey which we owe to the Divine 
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Majesty ; of the patience, that becomes us under 
the trials of this life present ; and of the implicit 
reliance^ which we ought to place on God's 
loving kindness, (largely evidenced as it is in 
all we see around us, notwithstanding our igno- 
rance of much we sometimes vainly desire to 
dearly* comprehend) I add, in conclusion, the 
prayer : 

**0 God, the Protector of aU who trust in 
Thee — ^without Whom nothing is strong, nothing 
is holy — ^increase and multiply upon us Thy 
mercy ; that^ Thou being our Ruler and Guide, 
we may so pass through things temporal, that 
we finally lose not the things eternal! Grant 
this, O Heavenly Father, for Jesus Christ's sake 
our Lord P Amen. 



SEEMON VII. 



HARVEST THOUGHTS. 

PsALH cxri., 17. 

'' I will offer to Thee fh^ sacrifice of tkankigvovng^ and will 

call upon the Name of the LordP 



I feel convinced that I anticipate your devout 
wishes, Volunteers, as well as discharge a 
Christian obligation, when I select for our pre- 
sent consideration, topics connected, — not with 
the disturbed condition of neighbouring States, 
— ^not with the excitement of our defensive 
preparation in arms against possible, if not 
probable, hostilities — ^not with the alternating 
hopes and fears, with which a thoughtful mind 
regards the course of passing events as they roll 
in a mighty tide of \mcertainty, surging and 
eddying along the aspirations and interests, the 
Uberties and energies, of nations towards a grand 
issue, whereof the wisest man cannot predict the 
nature — but, with the peaceful scenes of Harveotl 
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God knows, our recent alarm and anxious prayers 
have amply testified how deeply we are interested 
in them, and how vitally important to us is their 
golden store ! While we felt the moist cold air, 
and saw the crops swept over by the hurricane, 
and soaked with frequent rain, and, longing for 
the accustomed warmth and fitir weather of 
Autumn, were dreading, in a mildewed harvest, 
a worse enemy and scourge than any power of 
man could array against us. Divine Providence 
had a protecting hand stretched over us, and was 
preparing abundant store of the fruits of the 
earth to fill withal our gamers and supply us 
with the bread of life. Impending want has 
been counteracted. The miseries of famine are 
withheld from us. And the fact ought to make 
us thankful (not with a silent gratitude, but) 
with the voice as well as emotion of thanks- 
giving. It ought also to make us thankful, 
seeing that it reminds us bow entirely dependent 
we are upon the Divine goodness for " life, and 
breath, and all things,'' and how quickly, at 
the word of Divine displeasure, inevitable de- 
struction would consume us! Then "praise 
the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His 
benefits ; Who forgiveth all thine iniquities ; 
Who redeemeth thy life from destruction ; Who 
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crowneth thee with loving kindness and tender 
mercies; Who satisfieth thy mouth with good 
things!" 

" In praising God, while He prolongs 
My breath, I will that breath employ ; 

And join devotion to my songs 
Sincere as is in Him my joy !'*' 

1. The in-gathering of the Harvest directs 
our thoughts naturally, in the first place, to the 
devout acknowledgment of the power and good- 
ness of God. We exclaim, with the Psalmist, 
" the eyes of all creatures wait upon Him ; and 
He giveth them meat in due season. He openeth 
His hand and satisfieth the desire of every living 
thing. The Lord is good to all, and His tender 
mercies are over all His works. He crowneth 
the year with His goodness, and His paths 
drop fatness. They drop upon the pastures of 
the wilderness ; and the little hills rejoice on 
every side. The pastures are clothed with 
flocks. The valleys also are covered with 
com. They shout for joy ! They also sing !'' 
What an incalculable immensity of power is 
expressed by these words of Inspiration and 
embodied in the operations of Divine Providence 
to which they refer ! Well may the loftiness of 
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man be humbled before its majestic infinitude ! 
We talk about the marvels of science ; and 
extol the fiujulties of human professors of science, 
till we are prone to forget the Divine Author 
of those mighty works, of which the vrisest 
of men can be but the intelligent observer, and 
of which the very meanest parts are as much 
beyond human power to create, as the mystery 
of their sustenance is beyond human eocplanation. 
See the insignificant grain sprouting forth its 
stalk and yielding ears of com, in order to bring 
which, as well as other products of the earth, 
to due ripeness, showers have been made season- 
ably to fall, and sunbeams have shed their 
genial warmth, and purifying winds have swept 
by on their mysterious course ! Observe, also, 
that com converted into bread, and empowered 
to be " the staff of man's life I'' What power — 
what goodness are here ! " He causeth the 
grass to grow for the cattle, and herh for the 
service of mxin ; that He may bring food out of 
the earth, and wine that maketh glad the heart 
of man . . and bread to strengthen man's 
heart." Not for the human femily only, but 
for all the millions of living creatures that 
tenant the earth, air, and waters, is food thus 
provided, "man knoweth not how," by the 



97 

Providence of God! and their life is thereby 
sustained in a manner equally mysterious I and 
all the enquiries of the human mind can push 
no further, than to the simple facts, " that Thou 
givest them, O Lord, they gather ; Thou openest 
Thine hand, they are filled with good! Thou 
hidest Thy face, they are troubled ! Thou takest 
away their breath, they die, and return to their 
dust!" 

With these facts before us, dear brethren, the 
earth becomes, as it were, another Bihlcy always 
open to us, written all over with God's hand- 
writing, and full of instruction for the soul of 
man! Our very fields, under their influence, 
should become Temples (so to speak) of the 
Most Highest ; so that, as we walk in them, we 
ought to feel the breath of Divine goodness 
passing over us, and moving our hearts unto 
prayer and penitence and faith and adoration! 
Alas ! the reverse is often the case ; and, in the 
midst of the mysterious blessings of their ex- 
istence, we see men full of unholy thoughts and 
selfish worldliness ! But the " voice of nature " 
protests against their ^impiety, and (while the 
Word of Revelation tells conscience of a Hell, 
and hope of a Heaven, and the soul of a Saviour) 
it invokes the witness of all things living to 
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testify to us how infinite in love and goodness, as 
well as power, is the Lord God ! Gaze on the 
yellow harvest^ and 

t " Ye fearful saints ! fresh courage take ; 
The clouds we so much dread 
Are big with mercy, and shall break 
In blessings on your head. 

Judge not the Lord by feeble sense, 
But trust Him for His grace ; 

Behind a frowning Providence 
He hides a smiling face/' 

2. The in-gathering of harvest impresses on 
our attention the truthfulness of the Almighty, 
and the irrevocable nature of " every word that 
proceedeth out of the mouth of God." " As the 
rain cometh down,'' saith Scripture, "and the 
snow from Heaven, and returneth not thither, 
but jwratereth the earth, and maketh it bring 
forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, 
and bread to the eater, so shall My word be that 
goeth forth out of My mouth ; it shall not return 
unto Me void, it shall accomplish that which T 
please, and shall prosper in the thing whereunto 
I sent it.'' 

Let this be a sufficient rebuke to human way- 
wardness. When the events of life run counter 
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to our wishes, and we cannot have the objects of 
our heart's desire, we are tempted to be wayward 
and repine. Frequently we are tempted to grow 
weary of our religious duties, and ask ourselves ^* 
such questions as the following, "Why must I 
strive against my own inclinations in endless 
self-conflict ? Why must I thus pray, and read 
Scriptures, so many of which are past my com- 
prehension ? Why am I called on to worship an 
unseen Lord, without having the answering 
blessings for which I crave, — ^and to persevere in 
having recourse to ordinances, wherein I discover 
no apparent power V^ These ungodly murmurs 
and questions were detected by the Prophet 
Malachi, working mischief in the minds of God's 
ancient people. " Ye have said," he indignantly ex- 
claimed, "it is vain to serve God, and what 
profit is it that we have kept His ordinance, and 
walked mournfully before the Lord of Hosts !" 
Alas! the same temptation is plied by Satan 
now, and under its influence the human heart 
ceases at times to beat warmly and afiectionately 
in the conviction that " all things work together 
for good to them that love God," and to cherish 
the consequent resolve "in patience to possess 
the soul," as knowing that the steps* of a good 
man are ordered by the Lord ;" and there cr^^^%. 
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in a foigetfulness of the presence and gracious 
agency of the Eternal Spirit in the ordinances of 
our most holy £dth, and of the assured inherit- 
' ance of the saints in light, which Grod vouchsafes 
to bestow on all, who rightly use the means of 
grace and ding to the hope of glory set before us 
in the Gospel. 

Now, what better corrective for such evil 
tendencies can be found than this fact — ^that, in 
the Bible — where the course of Divine Provi- 
dence and the terms of man's redemption are 
revealed for our practical guidance unto 'peace of 
mind in this world, and glory in the life to come — 
GOD hath spoken, lohose word cannot and shall 
not " return imto Him void!' If, instead of being 
resigned, we grow dissatisfied with the course of 
events marked out for us by Divine Providence, 
and, instead of using the ordinances and obeying 
the precepts of the Gospel, neglect and disobey 
them, then saith the Son of God, "the word 
which I have spoken shall judge them at the last 
day !'' That word is irrevocable. Let us fear to 
incur the consuming fire of its condemnation. 
That word, I say, is irrevocable. Let, then, each 
humble and faithful Christian be consoled amid 
the trials of this life by the certainty of the 
promises which it holds out to him. Content 



101 

tvith being in a state of childhood on this side of 
the grave, he' is assured that (although now he 
"sees in part, and knows in part" only) the 
time is fixed in the counsels of the Almighty, 
when, clothed in glory and perfected powers, he 
shall " know even as also he is known/' Living 
or dying, in trouble or in joy, his spirit ought 
to repose with confidence on the word of God, 
wherein is his treasure. 

And mark how the harvest-field justifies his 
confidence in the irrevocable nature of the Divine 
Word. At the dread moment when tHe earth 
was strewed with the wreck of the flood, and all 
its former life and beauty had become a desola- 
tion, because the elements, at God's bidding, had 
destroyed the living creatures whom they pre- 
viously had sustained in existence and enjoyment, 
God said, "while the earth remams, seed-time 
and harvest shall not cease." And that promise 
has ever since been, and now is, man's only 
security against the recurrence of a similar 
destruction. And its faithfulness, amid the 
changes wliich make up this world's history, is a 
stupendous monument of the unalterahle nature 
of that Divine, Word which has pledged to every 
Christian, if he be sincere, " the promise of the 
life that now is, and of that which is to come " — 
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of peace of mind " which passeth understanding ^ 
now, and eternal salvation and inexpressible 
bliss beyond the grave ! Then, my soul, 

** Sow in the mom thy seed, 
At eve hold not thy hand. 
To doubt and fear give thou no heed, 
Broad-cast it o'er the land. 

Thou canst not toil in vain, 
Cold, heat, and moist, and dry. 

Shall foster and mature thy grain 
For gamers in the sky. 

Thence, when the glorious end. 

The day of God, is come. 
The angel-reapers shall descend. 
And heaven cry, * Harvest home T " 

But the in-gathering of harvest is not without 
its warnings. 'These find expression in the an- 
xieties of the harvest season. Sometimes they are 
traced in blight and mildew upon the fields where 
abundance of com had been expected. And so 
the harvest field becomes (always through the 
fears it suggests^ and occasionally by means of 
the vxmt it viflictSyJ a standing memorial to man 
that Grod is a consuming fire to such as trifle 
with His gifts, despise His Word, and will not 
abide His counsel He " tumeth (it is written 
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in the Sacred Volume) a fruit&l land into 
barrenness ybr the wickedness of them that dwell 
therein r "Son of man/^ said God to His 
prophet of old, " when the land sinneth against 
Me grievously, then will I break the staff of the 
bread thereof, and Bend famine upon it f With 
such words Bs these imprinted upon our memo- 
ries, the "joy of harvest is necessarily, in the 
case of every thoughtful man among us, a sober, 
solemn, subdued ]oj ; a rejoicing " with fear and 
trembling^' lest there should ever be a departure 
on our part, from the living God who has 
covenanted to his faithful people, and only to 
them, to " give then all things richly to enjoy f 
a joy that merges quickly into the prayer, 
"Lord ! that Thy beloved may be delivered, save 
with Thy right hand and answer us r 

Such are some of the reflections, to which the 
in-gathering of harvest under ordinary circum- 
stances gives rise. They (and others of like 
nature, to which our limited time affords me no 
opportunity of adverting on this occasion) con- 
strain us with thankful joyous lips^ to praise the 
power and goodness of the Almighty ; with a 
glad mind to fix our thoughts upon the proo£ 
given to us in each successive season, of His 
faiihfulnesss Who promises to us the Kingdom of 
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Grace now, and the Kingdom of Heaven here 
after, if we prove in earnest in our religion ; anc 
with serious self-examination, to contemplate th 
sore judgments which ungodliness tends to drav 
down upon a perseveringly irreligious peopL 
from the just anger of the Most Highest. A 
ordinary times these are our natural harves^ 
thoughts. But the harvest of this year has beei 
attended with no common interest. Its goldei 
stores have been housed under peculiar circum 
stancea It it true, (and praised be God for it \ 
we are able to contemplate harvest-mercies ii 
peaceful habitations. As we thankfully acknow 
ledged in the Psalm just now : 

'* We no war nor slavery know. 
And in our streets hear no complaint !^' 

But, alas, it is not the case with neighbouring 
nations. Amid "the noise of the rattling o: 
wheels, and of the prancing of horses, and of th( 
jumping chariots, the horseman lifteth up th< 
bright sword and glittering spear;" and th< 
thunders of actual war in some parts, and th< 
clangor of armed preparation and a menacing 
array of forces in other parts, of Europe disturl 
the quiet which we love and value. We cannol 
ise from ourselves the fact that we are 
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parted, only by a narrow channel, from enormous 
masses of well-equipped troops panting for fresh 
fields of conquest. We see all Europe in a state 
of armed suspense, and seething with the mutual 
hatred which long years of subjugation beget 
between the oppressors and the oppressed. And 
recent occurrences have taught us how rapidly 
one man's stern ambitious will can find excuse in 
such a state of things for invasion, battle-fields, 
and annexation of territory. 

What has been may again be, the scene of 
action only being changed. And this conviction 
of impending danger has caused us all to see the 
importance of looking to our country's defences, 
and to pray to God to multiply her resources. 
It has ralUed around the throne and Hberties of 
Britain the mighty volunteer force, to which it 
is our duty and loyal pride to belong. And the 
hostile threat has softened down into the whis- 
pers of diplomacy, and the scabbard as yet 
imprisons the' sword of the foreigner, in the 
presence of a Christian nation, rising in the 
majestic power of a holy cause to defend the 
right, in dependence on Divine protection! 
Thank God, we can meet danger now in the 
calmness of conscious strength. But our recent 
wars, our more recent armaments, and other 
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sources of expenditure have drawn largely on the 
national resources, and, in the shape of taxation 
are entailing great sacrifices upon all of us. We 
are in a condition, which an unfavourable harvest 
would have converted certainly into a state of 
severe suffering to multitudes. Our power would 
have been crippled, our resources lessened, our 
confidence shaken, our counsels embarrassed! 
Never, perhaps, was there a period in England's 
history, when a failure in the harvest would 
have produced more disastrous effects. Mean- 
while, wrapt up in the national fortunes, each of 
us has had an individual interest at stake. Each 
of us has seen a possibility of dearth, at a 
moment when war is threatening, bringing pri- 
vation into his home, and filling to an overflow 
the cup of the poor man's penury. Dear hread^ 
we all have known, miLst make all things dear ; 
and what can a general dearness be, Jmt another 
word for universal suffering f suffering, it is 
true, which a patient manliness may in a mea- 
sure conceal, and which christian principles will 
always soften, but hitter suffering, nevertheless ! 
Thanks be to God ! the fear of such a visitation 
has passed away from us ! its shadow no longer 
flings gloom upon our minds ! " Then praise the 
Lord, my soul, and all that is within me, 
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praise His Holy Name f Our deepest gratitude 
is due ; may it fervently be offered to the Divine 
Author of our mercies ! May " our hearts be 
unfeignedly thankful !" May we " shew forth 
His praise not with our lips only, but in our 
lives, by giving up ourselves to His service, and 
walking^ before Him in holiness and righteous- 
ness all our days, through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom with the Father and the Holy Ghost, 
be all honor and glory, world without end!" 
Amen. 



SEEMON VIII, 



MAN'S NEED OP DIVINE ENLIGHTENMENT 
AND GUIDANCE. 

Psalm zliii., 8, 4. 

'* O send out Thy light and Thy truth, let them lead me ; let 
them hrvng me unto Thy holy hUl and to Thy tabernacles. 
Then wUl I go unto the altar of Qod, unto Cfodmy exceed' 

Among the privations to which, in the course 
of this checquered life, we are all liable to be 
subjected, none is more acutely felt by a Christ- 
ian mind, than a protracted withdrawal from the 
Sanctuary. The loss is painftdly appreciated 
(not only of one's own personal privileges in 
worship, but also) of the companionship with 
others in holy sympathies and of the brotherly 
concord in prayer and praise, in confession and 
thanksgiving, which used to kindle so many 
good feelings, and to correct so many unworthy 
tempers, when we knelt together as children of 
the same Almighty Father. " When," wrote the 
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Psalmist, " I remember these things, I pour out 
my soul in me; for I had gone with the 
multitude, T went with them to the house of God 
with the voice of joy and praise," "My soul 
thirsteth for Thee, O God, to see Thy power ancf 
Thy glory so as I have seen Thee in the sanc- 
tuary r God grant, that during past months of 
illness and consequent absence from my place in 
God's house, I may as rightly and profitably for 
my soul's peace have received His visitation, and 
as prayerfully have acknowledged therein His 
chastening hand, as I have acutely felt and 
sincerely regretted my consequent inability to 
minister to you, my brother volunteers, in ser- 
vices which I thankfully believe to be, under 
Divine blessing, most useful to the great cause 
which we have engaged to uphold, and most 
beneficial to us in our individual position as 
worshippers before God. We meet here for the 
purpose of united worship, who, owing to a 
variety of circumstances, would probably other- 
wise rarely or never meet in the same assembly, 
unitedly to poiu* forth our prayers before the 
throne of grace! And this fact alone (to say 
nothing of the many other causes which endear 
our regimental service to me) does make me 
grieve to witness even a single interruption ia ^ 
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course of worship so calciilated to promote among 
us, and, through us, in the social circles wherein 
we mingle, a spirit of Christian brotherly kind- 
ness, and a desire to replace the unkind enmities 
that so sadly divide the Christian body and 
'society at large, with "peace, unity, and con- 
cord r I humbly offer my thanks to Almighty 
God for again enabling me to resume my duties 
among you, and I pray with my soul's utmost 
fervour, that His blessing may ever attend our 
imperfect yet sincere devotions. 

The Psalmist, in the words which I have 
quoted as my Text, refers in prayer to two 
especial blessings, of which he had felt the need, 
and also had experienced and learned to value 
the consolation ; '* Oh, send forth Thy light 
and Thy truth!" This prayer expresses the 
two great wants of man in his progress to 
eternity. He needs not only the placing of 
objects of belief before his discernment, but 
also the power of rightly discerning and appre- 
hending them when so placed before him. God 
must give him "light" as well "truth"; else 
his mind will misconceive and misconstrue, till 
the very things, that should have been for his 
peace, will become unto him an occasion for falling 
into the mazes of doubt, unbelief, and hope- 
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lessness! God must be Himself the gradoiis 
Teacher of the truth, and also the merciful 
Giver of the disposition and faculty rightly to 
apprehend it, or else man must close his term 
of years on earth in ignorance of the mysteries 
of his existence and destiny, of the redemptions 
of his soul and of an assured hope in his death; 
— or, if the intellect only were to receive the 
explanation of those great mysteries, as revealed 
by God's word, and the heart and the under- 
standing were not opened and enlightened by 
the Spirit from above, man would live and die 
in the darkness of an unreconciled mind ! 
Accordingly, the Apostle saith expressly, "the 
things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit 
of God : now we have received the Spirit of 
God, that we might know the things which are 
freely given to us of God. But the natural 
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of 
God, for they are foolishness unto him ; neither 
can he know them because they are spiritually 
discerned/' 

Also, the Divine voice of the Old Testament 
Scripture raises its indignant protest against 
the vain pride of human science, when it frets 
under the restraints which God has placed on 
man's desire to partake of the " tree of know- 
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ledge,'' and strives by much ^ searduDg to find 
out Grod** and His dispensations " to perfection *': 
mark the stem rebuke, ^ It is high as Heaven, 
what canst thou do? deeper than Hell, what 
canst thou knowT Alas, how frequent is the 
^refiisal to obey, when the Bible is set before 
us, and the Eternal Spirit offers to guide men 
unto all truth, and the Son . of God exclaims 
(now that the Grospel has completed the revela- 
tion of God's will so far as it is good for man 
to know,) " I am the light of the world ; he that 
followeth Me shall not walk in darkness, but 
shall have the light of life !" Human philosophy 
will ofltimes stray, in quest of explanation, from 
the Divinely-revealed truth wherein God re- 
quires &ith ! Himian science revels but too 
frequently among secondary causes till it dis- 
regards the voice of the Great First Cause I 
Man's pride in these cases rebeLs against the 
idea of becoming as a little child, and taking 
in trust from a father's lips words of wisdom 
which run counter to present feelings, and are 
beyond present understanding to their full 
extent! So "the light shineth in darkness, 
and the darkness comprehended it not," wrote 
the Evangelist. Oh! let us beware of this 
folly. Let us shun any teaching, however wise 
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aftet" the wisdom of this world, which places 
human intellect in opposition to God's revealed 
Word. " God hath made foolish the wisdom of 
this world/^ In judgment it is smitten with 
blindness, just when and where the heart and 
conscience most crave after enlightenment and 
consolation. For instance : What knowledge of 
eternity can man acquire by dint of mere science 
for himself? — ^What consciousness of being re* 
conciled to God?-— What sure hope of accept* 
ance at the throne of grace ? — ^What acquaint- 
ance with a Saviour — salvation — ^immortality — 
Heaven ? None whatever : as Jeremiah has 
expressed it, "the pen of the scribes is in 
vain : the wise men are ashamed : they are 
dismayed and taken; lo, they have rejected 
the word of the Lord, and what wisdom is 
in them ?" Science, rightly used, observe, is 
the handmaid of rehgion. See the Patriarch 
going into the fields to meditate : he read in 
every blade of grass, and pencilled wild flower, 
and useful herb, and fluttering insect, some 
testimony to the great attributes, or some 
illustration of the revealed purposes of the 
Almighty ! See Isaac Newton — pious, and happy 
in his piety — with enthusiastic glance scanning 
the glorious stars above him ; and, the more he 



114 

was permitted to have an insight into their 
courses, becoming more than ever convinced 
that "the heavens declare the glory of God—- 
night unto night sheweth knowledge — ^the tes- 
timony of the Lord is sure, making wise the 
simple 1'' 

Thus, as the Apostle Paul says, " the invisible 
things of God are clearly seen from the creation 
of the world, being understood by the things 
which are made." But^ regard the same works 
of God without taking his revealed word as " a 
lamp unto the feet and a light unto the path ;" 
make science an independent road to the great 
truths which comprise our only true hope and 
happiness in life or in death — disregard the voice 
of the Son of God, saying, in loving address, to 
his heavenly Father, "Thy Wobd is truth," 
and seek knowledge without caring for the aid 
of the Eternal Spirit, who mercifully offers to 
"teach" us "all things, and bring" all things 
to our "remembrance" which are necessary to 
our salvation; and quick and scathing to the 
restless conscience will be the judgment — " pro- 
fessing themselves to be wise, they became fools: 
their foolish heart was darkened" — darkened 
against the light of faith, and hope, and peace ! 
Let MB, in days peculiarly marked by a tendency 
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to this folly, avoid such misery, by persevering 
in a "walk with God" through the troublous 
scenes of life. Like the Psalmist let us make 
this our chief desire, " O send forth Thy light 
and Thy truth, let them lead me ! " Like him 
let us seek both where God assures us that they 
ever shall be found, viz., in his Word and 
Ordinances! Especially in the assembly of 
His people (to which the peculiar blessing is 
promised — "where two or three are gathered 
together in My name, there am I,") let our 
presence— our prayerfiil worship— our anxious 
penitence— our trusting faith proclaim our belief 
and trust in the saving efficacy of His Word ! 
Let us receive with gratitude, and use with zeal, 
the knowledge of His gracious will and pur- 
poses, which he is pleased to reveal ; and let 
us be content to be ignorant where Omniscience 
has decreed that we are not able yet to bear 
the knowledge! This let us do, and, by God's 
grace, we shall have good reason also to say 
with the sweet singer of Israel, " My heart 
trusted in Him, and I am helped ; therefore, 
my heart greatly rejoiceth, and with my song 
will I praise Him :" 
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" make but trial of His love, 
Experience will decide, 
How bless'd are they, and only they, 
Who in His truth confide/' 
But observe, true godliness is not a mere assent to 
the truthfulness of the Divine Word ; neither is 
it such an assent, coupled with the love and ad- 
miration of its majestic revelations, that will bring 
us by constraint to the scenes of worship — to 
God's "holy hill and to His tabernacles :" for, if 
our religion be real and sincere, and if the light 
of the Holy Spirit has shone upon our souls, and 
imparted to them a'new and living principle of 
holiness, our faith will influence all the motives 
and actions of our lives. " Let them lead me," 
prayed the ancient servant of Gk)d. Sound 
belief and feithfiil worship are inseparable from 
christian conduct. A man may have a clear 
perception of Scriptural truths, and believe in 
them — (the very devils " believe and tremble !") 
— he may utter habitually the words of prayer, 
and exhibit the forms of worship with precision, 
and nevertheless, when conscience demands 
"show me thy faith by thy works," it is pos- 
sible that all may be found to have been empti- 
ness and pretence — hollow as "the sounding 
brass and tinkling cymbal!" Such superficial 
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religion is vain. "My son/' saith God, "give 
me thine heart :" and how can the heart be 
given to God (even though a verbal profession of 
religion and a real belief in the truth of the 
Gospel may seem to indicate that it is,) when 
the ruling objects of every-day pursuits are the 
gains and pleasures (perhaps the vices and the 
known sins, as well as the negligences) which 
God^s Word condemns, and declares to be incom- 
patible with a sound hope of the kingdom of 
heaven ? No. If we would have peace of mind 
now, hope in death, and bliss hereafter, we must 
seek Divine light and Divine truth to " lead us." 
We are naturally prone to go astray ; faulty tem- 
pers, evil inclinations, unruly passions, thoughts 
and imaginations that lure us away from God 
continually, these, and similar corruptions of our 
fallen nature are as a thick cloud between us and 
the peace of mind and "holiness without which no 
man can see God/' And we cannot change oiur- 
selves — cannot, of ourselves, put these obstacles 
out of our way — cannot secure our own progress, 
in spite of them, toward " the hope set before us 
in the Gospel/' " Can the Ethiopian change his 
skin, or the leopard his spots ? then may ye also 
do good, who are accustomed to do evil !" Our 
own consciences and experience give corrobora- 
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tion to this declared inability, on our part^ to 
serve God and love Him as He requires us to do. 
How often do our best resolutions fail in the 
hour of trial ? — ^how often, when we have retired 
into some private place, away from the world's 
stir and excitement^ to reflect and pray, do we. 
find our thoughts wander, our utterance fail, our 
minds so tied up and bound with " cares of this 
life,'' that we scarcely know how to accompli^ 
the intended approach to God ! How common 
are good deeds left undone — " words in season ' 
to others left unspoken — corrections of our well- 
known evil habits begun but left incomplete! 
devotions in the house of God that we meant to 
be earnest when we took our places there, how 
often are they found to have evaporated in 
empty breath when we have risen to go back to 
the world again ! We have (even the best 
among us,) numberless witnesses of this kind 
within our own memories that testify to us how, 
if we ever are to please God and save our souls, 
it must be through ever-present assistance from 
above. Thanks be to God, that assistance is 
freely promised to every earnest petitioner for it 
in Christ's name. 

While we are told by the Saviour " if any 
man will come after Me, let him deny himself. 
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take up his cross and follow Me f we also are 
assured " to as many as received Him, to them 
gave He power to become the sons of God" A 
new nature — ^new dispositions, new thoughts, 
new hopes — ^a change so extensive as to be 
styled a " new births* " old things passing away 
and all things becoming new," such is God's 
free gift to aU who seek it in Christ Jesus ! 
" Him," saith the Son of God, " that cometh to 
Me, I will in no wise cast out." "I am the light 
of the world ; he that followeth Me shall have 
the light of life." And the truth of these 
Divine sayings is experienced by the Christiaj^v' 
when the Spirit of God " helpeth his infirmities" 
and guides' him ** imto all truth ;" and, when in 
a mysterious way, "ministering spirits" are 
sent forth from among the angels to minister 
to the " heirs of salvation." 

Whence came those unbidden impulses to 
good ? — those desires after worship ? — that clear 
discernment of the Bible's consolations ? — that 
decay of evil tendencies 1— that peace of mind 
and conscience ? — that hope beyond the grave 1 
— that absorbing love of Christ 1 It is inwardly 
felt — it is outwardly visible that a power unseen 
has wrought in a mysterious way. " The wind 
bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the 



^ 120 

sound thereof but canst not tell whence it 
Cometh or whither it goeth ; so is every one that 
is bom of the Spirit.'' 

Events are providentially made, silently and 
without observation at the time, to bear upon 
the believer's heart. The Divine agent is un- 
seen ; but "love, joy, peace, long-suflfering, gen- 
tleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance," 
these graces of character testify in the daily life 
that God, for Christ's sake, is guiding and aiding 
his servant in the way that " leadeth unto Ufa" 
The inspired writer of the text had experienced 
this saving power ; and his grateful heart led 
him "unto the altar of God, unto God his 
exceeding joy," in order to express his warm 
emotion of thanksgiving among his brethren in 
feith and hope. Grod grant to each of us the 
like mercies, and the like gratitude and joy. 
" Commit thy way unto the Lord, trust also in 
Him, and He shall bring it to pass. And He 
shall bring forth thy righteousness as the light, 
and thy judgment as the noon-day!" 

Our eternal happiness is involved in our aim- 
ing at attaining, through prayer and faith in 
the Gospel promises, unto the manner of life 
which I have feebly, but, I hope, truthfiiUy, 
delineated — a life regulated by the written 
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Word of God, and inspired by the covenanted 
influences of His Spirit. Let us all, my brother 
Volunteers, seek in earnest to attain unto it. 
Trust in God's promises, and they never will 
fail you; and do not fear that your humble 
and imperfect, though sincere, eflTorts will be 
overlooked and disregarded. Your soldier^an- 
cestor in the faith, Cornelius, the Roman oflGlcer at 
Csesaxea, little thought that his quiet unpretend- 
ing devotions and efforts to "walk with God'' 
would ever bring to him the angel's message — 
" Thy prayers and thine alms are come up for a 
memorial before God ! " Be hereby encouraged 
for Jehovah Himself hath said to us all, " them 
that honour Me, I will honour," and "ye shall 
seek Me, and ye shall find Me, when ye shall* 
search for Me with all your heart." Grod grant 
we may, one and all, do this to our everlasting 
happiness ! 

In conclusion, I would add a few words to you 
in relation to the military position which you 
have so loyally assumed. Volunteers! your 
presence in the House of God, and the earnest- 
ness with which you unite in its services, attest 
your anxiety, while you honour the Queen, to 
"love your brethren and fear God." This is a 
very hopeful token for the great movement in 
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which we are engaged. It is a guarantee that 
godly principles are at the root of your patriot- 
ism. Let me briefly strengthen those principles, 
by reminding you of the good you may be 
accomplishing for your Country and for the 
cause of Religion. You may be. instrumental, 
through your union in Divine worship, as well as 
in this loyal service to your Sovereign, to a 
spreading far and wide, in the social circles 
wherein you mix, of a brotherly kindness that 
must prove fatal to the caste-preiudices which (for 
opinion's sake or owing to a felse estimate of 
social position,) are so prone to set man in sym- 
pathy apart from man, and destroy so much of 
this life's comfort, and impede so greatly the 
progress of Christian charity. Walk closely 
with God, Volunteers ; and the result will be 
this, that, while no angry feeling or petty 
jealousies or hasty suspicions will divide your 
ranks, and blot the noble intention of your 
embodiment in arms, you will scatter far and 
wide, beyond your body, the blessed influence of 
many an union with others in kindly offices and 
useful undertakings. Thus individually happy 
in your Christian uprightness, you will also 
enjoy the consciousness of having been instru- 
mental to the growth of good principles in others; 
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and, furthermore, you will have reason to rejoice 
at having promoted the highest interest of your 
Country, by securing the protection and favour 
of Him who has declared " they that trust in the 
Lord shall be as mount Zion, which cannot be 
removed but abideth for ever ! As the mountains 
are round about Jerusalem, so the Lord is round 
about His people frorfi henceforth/' 

Think not that national security is to be found 
in the mere possession of wealth which perishes, 
— of fleets which the storm may shatter or 
destroy^^—of armies, whose ranks may melt away 
beneath disease or the force of untoward events, 
— or of subtle statemanship which is often foiled 
by the interposition of a Higher Power ! Not in 
these, nor in any other earthly possession, can a 
nation find real security ! a people is only really 
great, prosperous, and secure, just as an indi- 
vidual is only truly happy, when the favor of 
God has been vouchsafed to a trusting piety. 

" Then draw we nearer, day by day, . 
Each to his brethren, all to God ; 
Let the world take us as she may. 
We must not change our road/' 



SEKMON IX. 

THE WITHEEED GEASS AND FADED FLOWER 

• Isaiah xL; 7. 

" The gra99 withereth — the flower fadeth^ 

The seasons, as they come and go, present 
to a thoughtful mind — in their changeful effects 
upon the face of nature — in the gradual growth 
of all that gives to this world of ours its 
loveliness, and to its products their useful- 
ness, and to its inhabitants their means of 
sustenance, — and in the periodical decay, also, of 
what for a while had beautified, and in the disso- 
lution of all that had animated for a brief term, 
the scenes of earth — many a needful lesson — 
many an impressive warning — many a cheer- 
ing hope — matiy a solemn invitation to com- 
mune devoutly with our Maker, who reveals 
Himself to us in the majesty and power and 
love and goodness and equity that inspire the 
Providence beneath which we live and move, 
and have our being !" 
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" From dearth to plenty, and from death to life 
Is nature's progress when she lectures man 
In heavenly truth, evincing, as she makes 
The grand, transition, that there Hves and works 
A soul in all things, and that soul is God r 
There is a sort of Divine Scripture traced 
on the changes of the material world. The 
finger of God has inscribed on its mysteries 
of life and death — of formation, sustenance, and 
decomposition, and re-production — a teaching 
which we ought to reverence as well as accept. 
Wherefore, St. Paul, when alluding to the wil- 
fulness of impenitent sinners, in refiising the 
knowledge of the things of God, exclaims, 
" That which may be known of God is manifest 
to them ; for Grod hath showed it unto them ; 
for the invisible things of Him from the creation 
of the world are clearly seen.** 

The voice of God in nature must ever be a 
godly man's monitor. " The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the firmament showeth His 
handywork. Day unto day uttereth speech, and 
night imto night showeth knowledge. There is 
no speech, nor language, where their voice is not 
heard :" so that, at every step we take through 
life, we may, if we will, discover some fresh 
token in the world around us (not only of the 
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Divine presence " couipaflsing our path/' and of 
the Divine providence " besetting us behind and 
before, and laying a hand upon us " but also) 
of the nature of the trial-scene through which it 
is the will of God that they, who love His 
Word, shall pass to an immortality of Heavenly 
bliss. No wonder that the Patriarch Isaac loved 
to wander forth " into the fields to meditate at 
even-tide!'' No wonder that the Divine ex- 
emplar of all believers, Jesus Christ our Lord, so 
often retired to the lone mountain-side or sea- 
shore, where no intrusion of human turmoil 
would mar the blessed enjoyment of contem- 
plation upon His Heavenly Father's attributes, 
or interrupt His Divine reflections upon the 
destinies of men ! " This rolling earth is full of 
Thee, O God !" Each change of time and season, 
marking with its vicissitudes the face of nature, 
bears fi:om Thee a voice of practical instruction, 
and a call to worship for observant man ! And, 
among them aU, none more impressively illus- 
trates Thy Divine will and purposes, or enforces 
more touchingly upon our heed the blessed 
Scriptures, wherein "life and immortality are 
brought to light " for us, than the present season 
of ifie year ! 

May we be guided by the Spirit from above. 
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while we seriously reflect upon and endeavour 
rightly to apply, on this occasion, some of the 
solemn lessons which the fall o^ihe year suggests 1 
I. Consider the general decay which it in- 
volves, "The grass withereth: — ^the flower 
fadeth!'' But a little while since, all nature 
appeared charming in the gay luxuriance of 
its summer clothing. A short time has elapsed 
since the fields presented the lovely aspect of 
waving crops, blooming flowers, and shady 
foliage. Where are these now ? Oh ! let not 
the moral of their withered stalks and yellow 
leaves be either unheeded now or forgotten 
hereafter. Amid the various temptations, 
pleasures, and occupations of this life, let the 
voice of God be heard, proclaiming, "All flesh 
is as grass, and all the glory of man as the 
flower of grass ; the grass withereth, and the 
flower thereof fadeth away"! Painfully our 
experience gives echo to the truth. In our 
daily business we now miss the intercourse of 
many with whom we once were associated. 
We enter the Sanctuary, and, as heretofore, 
loud and solemn are the congregation's prayers 
and praises to their God ; but we miss many 
a familiar face — ^many a well known voice ! 
We return to our homes ; and the family circle 
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is lessened ! a damp is throwD on the spirits ; 
a chill is on our happiness, as memory recalls 
loved or respected ones whom we have seen 
consigned to the still winter of life, "earth to 
earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust '' ! And then 
comes home to the heart with irresistible power 
the great truth, which Holy Writ declares, 
which nature emblematically reminds us of, 
and which our own recollections confirm, " man, 
who is is bom of a woman, hath but a short 
time to live, and is full of misery ; he cometh 
up and is cut down hke a flower ; he fleeth, as 
it were a shadow/' . . . " In the midst of life 
we are in death ! '' we carry about with us the 
seed of death in our perishable bodies at this 
moment, and on all sides we trace its ravages 
around us. 

Then give (if as yet it has not been given,) 
due weight to the enquiry " What shall it profit 
a man, if he gain the whole world and lose his 
own soul T *• All the glory of man," saith 
Scripture, "is as the flower of the grass!'' See 
yon flower, once pencilled with such tinted 
loveluiess, now borne a discoloured waif upon the 
wintry blast or rotting in the mire, and you 
read in the sequel of its history that of all human 
attainments apart from godliness ! Riches, 
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power, feme, pleasures, the earthly objects, 
manifold and attractive to the eye of sense, 
and about which men at large ** disquiet them- 
selves in vain," and which are the " glory " of an 
irreligious mind, what do they all end in ? they 
cannot follow a man when he dieth I The lord 
of an empire rests in six feet of ground at last ; 
and the nameless peasant requires as large a 
space. " Dust to dust " is given ; and the busy, 
selfish world takes no heed. A soldier in the 
battle of life has fallen, and another has occupied 
his post, and "his place shall know him no 
more.'' A proud tomb may attempt a short 
struggle with oblivion in his behalf, or the humble 
turf may leave him to instant forgetfulness. 
But, so far as this world is concerned, it wholly is 
lost to him, and he to it. All is over, like a 
dream of the night or the dew of the morning. 

And this event may happen to us at any time 
— to-day—to-morrow, if God will ! and we know 
what follows : after death the judgment ! Oh ! 
Heavenly Father ! teaclf us so to number our 
days that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom, 
and so love, serve, and hold communion with 
Thee by means of Thy gracious ordinances in 
this life present, that, when our place in this 
world shall know us no more, our appointed place 
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in heaven may know us for Jesus' sake — the 
holy angels may know us as members of their 
Lord's redeemed body — and Thyself may wel- 
come us, at Thy dear Son's prayer, to Thy 
divine presence and the fulness of celestial joy 
for evermore ! 

II. The fall of the year is instinct with useful 
reminiscences. 

"The grass withereth — the flower fadeth." 
Both have answered the ends for which they 
were created. They have done their work 
throughout the various stages of their growth 
and maturity. 

" Mark wherefore they had birth ; — 
To minister delight to man. 

To beautify the earth ; 
To comfort man, to whisper hope 

Whene'er his faith is dim ; 
For God, who careth for the flowers, 

Will much more care for him /" 

"The grass" that •*' withereth," and "the 
flower" that "fadeth," have, ere the time for 
their decay arrived, answered the purpose for 
which the Almighty placed them in the earth. 
But turn from the type to the antitype — from 
the perisliing plant to the man whose bodily 
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dissolution it symbolizes, and say, can the like 
be said of each of us ? Can we face coming 
death with ,a meek consciousness that we have 
so used God's gifts as (His grace aiding us) to 
have done, or sincerely endeavoured to do, His 
will and pleasure concerning usi Let us ex- 
amine our consciences at the fall of the year 
as to our use or abuse of the means and 
opportunities of doing good, which God has 
entrusted to us, and of which He will hereafter 
take account. Let us spread the past, like an 
open book, before our memories, and let con- 
science interpret the announcements of our 
recollection. Doubtless many, yes, sadly nu- 
merous "sins, negligences, and ignorances,'' recur; 
for "all have sinned, and come short of the 
glory of God !'' " We have all erred and strayed,'* 
and, but for Christ's intercession and the Holy 
Spirit's support, we should all have been lost in 
the doom of the outcast. 

This retrospect, under aU circumstances and 
in all cases, reveals undeservedness which only 
Christ's mediation could do away with. Cold- 
ness in prayer — apathy about many an opening 
for doing good — and momentary yieldings to evil 
wishes or evil examples—deficiencies in love to 
God, and violations of charity to man — ^these 
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Stain the past history of the best of Christians ; 
so that the most holy among us adopts, with 
earnest sincerity, the publican's prayer, "God 
be merciAil to me a sinner,'' even at the moment 
when his thankful piety can excl^m, "I am 
ready to be offered T " I have fought tibe good 
%ht ! I have kept the faith !" 

But, among us, are there none in whom the 
index of the past points out failings unredeemed 
by penitence — ^a conscience imacquainted with 
the bahn of Christian hope — ^a conviction, " I am 
yet in my sins," unattended with either the 
desire or the effort to seek, through Divine 
grace, escape from their penalty ? Oh, if any 
of us be in this condition of heart, let us reflect 
betimes upon the awfiil question of Scripture, 
" If the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall 
the ungodly appear?" Now, while there is 
time for repentance, and ere death likens our 
bodies to the withered grass and faded flower, 
let us ask God for the power and the wiU (which 
He promises to grant to all who ask in Christ's 
Name) that we may truly serve Him and ac- 
quire the conviction, "henceforth there is laid 
up for me a crown of righteousness " I 

III. The drooping plant withers not up with- 
out leaving a latent germ of vitality hereafter 
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to burst forth into a new creation, as the poet 
has written : 

** All shall be restored. These naked shoots, 
Barren as lances, among which the wind 
Makes wintry music, sighing as it goes, 
Shall put their graceful foliage on again ; 
And, more aspiring and with ampler spread. 
Shall boast new charms, and more than they 
have lost." 

Not one of the floral beauties, that grace a 
summer's landscape " was quickened without a 
previous death ! As St. Paul reminds us, " that 
which thou sowest is not quickend, except it 
die''\ And to this undeniable fexAy mystery as 
much as fact, the Apostle appends the following 
practical application : "so also is the resur- 
rection of the dead. It is sown in corruption ; 
it is raised in incorruption " ! Wherefore, — as 
the eye glances along the bleak desolate sur- 
face of the bereaved earth at the year's fall, and 
reason and experience remind us that beneath all 
that superficial decay and unsightly semblance 
of destruction there lurks a latent vitality, which, 
at a time appointed, shall manifest a restitution 
of all the lovely creations we at present regret 
— it is our duty to carry out to its proper con- 
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elusion the divine similitude of man to **the 
flower of grass/' Like it, his body is not only 
hastening to dissolution, but also contains within 
its fleshly perishable prison-house an element of 
life, which it is the divine purpose to perpetuate 
in resurrection. 

When that hour shall arrive, in which " this 
corruptible shall put on incorruption, and this 
mortal shall put on immortality, the comparison 
will cease ; the type will end with the condition 
of things wherein it had practical utility ; man's 
trial-scene will be over, and his heavenly perfec- 
tions will need no reminders of duty and 
privilege, such as he needs now. But, at present, 
the lesson is most useful — the consolation, ad- 
ministered by Nature's testimony to man's 
immortality, is most blessed I Life aid of deaths 
Glory out of corruption! It is the hope of a 
Christian's creed, and the expectancy in which 
his happiness reposes; and, year by year, it is 
evidenced by what passes (in an humbler sense,) 
before his eyes, in the decay and renovation of all 
Nature. The finger of God has inscribed the 
mighty tidings, ''thy dead shall live," and the 
Prophet Avas inspired to add, "with my dead 
body shall they arise 1" Our departed ones are 
not lost to us ; then let us not sorrow, as men 
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without hope, for them that die in the Lord ! 
We shall be re-united in immortality ! 

And what a glorious immortality is opened to 
a Behever^s anticipation by the Gospel ! Contem- 
plate the meaning of the words, " We shall be 
like Him" — ^like the Son of God Himself, in 
glorified perfection; and, while we pray and 
strive in holiness by Divine aid, that we may for 
Christ^s sake attain unto the celestial dignity, 
let us remember, that the germ of it is already 
existing in the renewed hearts of the faithful ; 
whose souls, inspired by influences from above, 
already have their " conversation in Heaven !" 
Already their life is hid with Christ in God I 

But does the mind recoil, in conscious distaste, 
from thoughts like these ? Are our aflPections 
fixed on things on earth in preference ? Is prayer 
an admitted yet disused duty 1 Is religion un- 
welcome 1 Is eternity a forbidden^ because a 
fearful topic for the thoughts to entertain ? And 
are all God's mercies, aU a Saviour's enduring 
love, all the Holy Spirit's remonstrating inter- 
positions, of no avail, to wean us from ungodly 
courses? Then let the consciousness of an immor- 
taUty, that may possibly be united to "the 
worm that dieth not, and fire that cannot be 
quenched," interpose its terrors, and rouse us 
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from the trance of a deadly unconcern. Immor- 
tal among the hosts of Heaven, — or, undying for 
ever and ever among the outcasts from the 
Divine countenance and love— one or other we 
must be! 

Oh! Heavenly Father, for Thy dear Sons 
sake, we pray that we all may be attracted by 
Thy mercies, and constrained by Thy terrors^ to 
walk so himibly, yet faithfully, in the footsteps 
of His most holy life on earth, tJiat^ finally, we 
may all receive Thine everlasting welcome to the 
realms of bliss ! 

In reply to the lessons, which I have endea- 
voured to derive from the "grass that withereth 
and flower that fadeth" at the fall of the year, — 
does the youthful spirit whisper, "Gro thy way 
for this time : when I have a convenient season 
I will call for thee :" — I will seek God before I 
die — not now! Alas! such is the practical 
evasion of many a man in the vigour of his 
prime, as well as of many a younger hearer of 
the Word ! If such a thought be nurtured in 
any heart here present, let me direct attention to 
the records of the grave-yard : there, with mute 
eloquence, the memorial of many a one, snatched 
into eternity in early youth or manly prime, 
proclaims to us ** now is the accepted time : now 
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is the day of salvation :" none can " be certified 
how long he has to live :^ this night thy soul 
may be required of thee : prepare, then, at once, 
to meet thy God ! Seek His acceptance and His 
love where the Gospel assures us that both may 
be found ! 

But, does the tempter suggest to us that we 
have, (if not years to come assured to us, at all 
events) God's mercy at the eleventh hour to rely 
upon ! We answer " it is true that Divine 
mercy has been, before now, thus exercised : the 
thief on the cross was one object of it ; and, 
possibly, there may have been numbers, both be- 
fore and since that memorable exercise of saving 
forgiveness : but we cannot be certified that the 
nature of our decease, whenever it shall occur, 
will give us the opportunity to repent, or that, 
if the opportunity be vouchsafed, our evil habits 
will admit of our rightly using it ! The years may 
(as Holy Writ tells us,) " draw nigh, when thou 
shalt say I have no pleasure" in the ways of 
godliness, in its repentance, its faith, its worship, 
and its promises ! theUy like the doomed spirits, 
the self-blinded soul may " believe and tremble." 

At once, then, " seek the Lord while he may 
be found ! call upon him while he is nigh ! 
let the wicked forsake his way, and the un- 
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righteous man his thoughts ; and let him return 
unto the Lord, and He will have mercy upon 
him ; and to' our God, for He will abimdantly 
pardon f The Bible, with eternity for its- theme, 
and the All Wise for its author, invites us 
to employ, to our souls' salvation, means of grace 
that are placed within our reach ! The Saviour, 
at present, offers to intercede for us ! The 
Blessed Spirit is wielding chastisements, or en- 
couragements, or warnings, in order to influence 
us ! and our Heavenly Father waiteth still to 
be gracious to us ! Can we hesitate about 
the course we ought to pursue ? As we value 
life let us not do so, but act upon the Advent 
appeal, with which the Church's Services to-day 
are instinct : 

" Great God ! what do I see and hear ? 

The end of things created ! 
Behold the Judge of man appear. 

On clouds of glory seated ! 
The trumpet sounds — the graves restore 
The dead which they contain'd before : 

Preparey my soul, to meet Him !" 



SERMON X. 

THE TESTIMONY OF PROPHECY. 

Isaiah Iv., 11. 
" So shall My word he that goeth forth out of My mouth ; 
it shall not return unto Me void, hut it shall accomplish 
that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing 
whereto I sent it.^^ 

Do we sufficiently regard tKe Word of God 
in its fixed, unchanging, irreversible character 1 
When we open its hallowed pages, and read 
what God has therein promised, or threatened — 
commanded, or denounced — predicted as events 
that shall come to pass hereafter, or revealed 
as being the present relative condition of things 
visible and invisible — ^when, that is to say, we 
muse upon the soul of man amid the trial scenes 
of earth, and contemplate the spiiitual in- 
fluences which surround him, and the eternal 
destiny towards which, for good or for evil, his 
course is being shaped, and the. conditions on 
which Divine Love invites him to seek and 
holds forth to him the only possible means 
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for securing a happy termination to this life 
of trial — do we, when we read these revela- 
tions of God's Word in the Bible, feel sufficiently 
impressed with "the certainty of those things 
wherein we have been instructed T Is there in 
our minds a rooted conviction that what (Jod 
hath spoken He will bring to pass, and what He 
hath purposed He will also do, and whatever He 
hath revealed must be unchangeable, because 
"Hiswordistruthr 

Alas, it is to be feared that the best of us at 
times may detect in his heart the desire, perhaps 
also in his course of proceeding the endeavour, to 
tamper with the revelations of Scripture — ^to 
pare down the requirements of Grod so as to 
make them meet the worldly wish and gainful 
scheme of the moment, — to invent limits for the 
Divine anger and denunciations against wilful 
sin, and flatter ourselves that they do not extend 
to our own departures from godliness — ^in short, to 
speak of the Bible with reverence, as of a volume 
that embodies the voice of God, but to act as 
though it were meant by its Divine Author to be 
a mere literary treasure for the enrichment of 
man's mind, wliile his affections mighty be ruled, 
and his life be regulated, by a law of his own 
making ! 
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I It was this temptation, which sapped the 
piety of our first parents and closed against 
them the gates of Eden and caused all creation 
to groan and travail in pain together until now, 
waiting for the redemption ! Without denying 
that God had revealed to them His will, they 
were induced by Satan to deal with the Divine 
Word as though it would not be fully realized 1 
as though it was capable of modification, in order 
to meet their case, when they had chosen to act 
\ in defiance of its commandment ! " Ye shall 
: not surely die " was Satan's commentary upon 
the Divine declaration, " Ye shall not eat of it, 
neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die!" The 
poison of that temptation works in the thoughts 
of men now, — as from the date of Adam's fall it 
never has ceased to do. Nations and individuals 
equally manifest the evil power of its influence in 
their attempts to escape from unwelcome duties 
and at the same time adhere to the delusion that 
no offence is offered to the Most High. While, 
in some cases, (and, alas, cases they are without 
number in every age !) the Word of God is not 
even nominally professed as the guide of life and 
conduct, but is as much rejected in unconcern, as 
by King Jehoiakim it was spumed in a spirit of 
frenzied hate, when he " cut the Book with the 
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pen-knife, and cast it into the fire that was on the 
hearth" before him. 

The men who "hold the truth thus in 
unrighteousness," believing what the Lord hath 
spoken, but deceiving themselves with the 
notion that, though they " obey not the truth," 
He will, at the last, alter His present purpose, 
and forgive the impenitent offender, Hjs own 
declarations to the contrary notwithstanding — 
these men, like the avowed infidels who scoff 
at revealed religion, are making light of the 
Divine Majesty as well as of their own soul's 
salvation. The former class of unfaithful hearers 
have persuaded themselves that God never meant 
to do as He hath said ; and the latter have 
wrought their minds up to such a pitch of 
unbelief that they deny His having spoken in the 
Bible at all ; and thus, in different ways, but 
with like results to their prospects in eternity, 
they " would none of His counsel ; they have 
despised all His reproof/' 

Now, so to deal with the Word of Life can 
only lead a man to perdition, "He that re- 
ceiveth not My words," saith the Son of God 
" hath one that jud^eth him : the Word that 
I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the 
last dayr And, in a matter of such importance. 
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God has not left Himself without witness!^ He 
has not simply warned us, " so shall My Word 
be that goeth out of My mouth ; it shall not 
return unto Me void f but He has, from age to 
age, vouchsafed a variety of proofs in corrobo- 
ration of the revealed truths which we are 
required to believe, revere, and obey as coming 
from God himself. Among them all, none is 
more remarkable or convincing than the testi- 
mony of fulfilled prophecies. To some of these 
I shall proceed to refer, thereby giving an useful 
illustration to the text, and supplying a train of 
thought, which never can be otherwise than 
beneficial. May the Divine Spirit rightly direct 
my remarks, and render them " good, to the use 
of edifying!" 

We receive the word of God, divinely en- 
dorsed with the declaration, " It shall accomplish 
that which I please, and it shall prosper in the 
thing whereto 1 sent it." And holy men of old, 
speaking as they were moved by the Holy Ghost, 
inscribed on the sacred page minute descriptions 
of events that should happen in fiiture and far- 
distant times, and be, through their fulfilment 
of each prediction, to all subsequent generations 
a proof of the Divine Authorship of the Scrip- 
tures — a testimony to the irrevocable nature of 
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every word of God — and a warning to men not 
to slight the revealed truths of the Gospel, to 
which they testified. Let us revert to some 
of these predictions, knowing, as we do, their 
importance, and remembering that an angers 
voice reminded St. John that "the testimony 
of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy ! '' 

I will ask you to carry backward your thoughts 
to a time when Babylon was queen of the east 
and the greatest of earthly empires, and when her 
imperial splendours had a course of almost two 
centuries of fixture existence to fulfil. Within 
her wide dominions every sight and every sound 
bespeaks consolidated and enduring power. But 
listen, the Hebrew prophet* speaks ; " Babylon, 
the glory of kingdoms, shall be as when God 
overthrew Sodom ; it shall never be inhabited 
from generation to generation : neither shall the 
Arabian pitch tent there, neither shall the shep- 
herds make their folds there : but wild beasts of 
the desert shall lie there, and none shall dwell 
there : so the wild beasts shall cry in their 
desolate houses, and dragons in their pleasant 
palaces : and her time is near to come ; and her 
day shall not be prolonged ; I will also make it 
a possession for the bittern and pools of water ; 
♦ Isaiah xiii., 20-22, and xiv., 23. 
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^d 1 will sweep it with the besom of destruc- 
ion, saith the Lord of Hosts/' The speaker is a 
owly man, whose prophetic utterance Babylonian 
langhtiness scorns to heed ; but he is, never- 
ilieless, great in Israel, for he is known to utter 
;he words of Israel's God ! He has spoken, and 
:lie breath of his inspiration has stirred the con- 
irictions of men during' every subsequent century. 
History has traced upon the sand of time, this 
actable fact, that Babylon is not, and sixteen 
centuries have passed away since her place knew 
a, human home. The Arab avoids the spot (not 
Dnly because he fancies that evil spirits haunt 
its mysterious mounds, but chiefly) because the 
venomous reptile and savage beast of prey 
lurk there ! Its once imrivalled pastures are 
without shepherd or sheep-fold ! Euphrates 
has overflowed, year after year, as of old, and 
human science and labor have united at various 
times, to turn its waters to a fertilizing use ; 
but, in defiance of every human effort, they 
have stagnated and formed morasses and " pools 
of water," where " the bittern " finds a retreat, 
and miasma threatens man. Truly the besom 
of destruction has swept over Babylon, and as 
the traveller gazes fi-om afar upon the mounds 
of earth, beneath which her ruins are buried, 

H 
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Jeremiah's words* recur to his mind : ^ Gast her 
up as heaps, and destroy her utterly; let nothing 
of her be left." 

Think next upon Tyre. In a degree Tyre once 
was what London now is. She was ** a me^ 
chant of the people for many islea" All nations 
were " her merchants by reason of her multitude 
of all kinds of riches !" "TTie ships of Tarshish 
did sing of her in the market/' and she was very 
** glorious in the midst of the sea T " She filled 
many people, and did enrich the kings of the 
earth with the multitude* of her merchandize f 
And the beholder of her greatness, marvelling at 
its majestic proportions, used to exclaim in her 
streets, " What city is like Tyrus f When she 
was thus glorious in the plenitude of her power, 
the inspired servant of God described her coming 
desolation in the following terms :t " They shall 
destroy the walls of Tyrus, and break down her 
towers. I will also scrape her dust from her, 
and make her like the top of a rock. It shall 
be a place for the spreading of nets in the 
midst of the sea ; for I have spoken it, saith 
the Lord God." Time rolled on, and, amid the 
great events which subsequently startled the 
world, we find, first, the destruction by Nebu- 
♦ Jeremiah 1., 26. t Ezekiel xxvi., 4, 5. 
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chadnezzax of the city on the mainland, called 
"old Tyre'' and, after a long interval, Alexander 
the Great using its ruins to build a causeway 
through the sea to the adjacent island on which 
Tyre ppoper and its parts were situate, and 
by this means effecting their capture, and utterly 
destroying them. Thus was " the dust of Tyre " 
literally " scraped from her ''! she became " as 
the top of a rock in the midst of the sea," as 
the word of the Lord had predicted ! and ever 
since, her site has been a place of resort for 
fishermen, whose nets may be seen drying on 
the spot where Tyre once stood in her magni- 
ficence, and where the bridge, made out of her 
ruins by the invader, appears to this day in 
the waters like " the top of a rock f 

Egypt, too, in her day of power had the hand- 
writing of prophecy marked upon the wall of her 
pride. " The sceptre of Egypt shall pass away,'' 
was the ancient record of Zechariah.* Plainer 
still were the words of Ezekiel :t " I will make 
the land waste, and all that therein is, by the 
hand of strangers. I the Lord have spoken it," 
— and "I will scatter the Egyptians among the 
nations, and will disperse them through the 
countries ; . . there shaU no more be a prince 
* Zechariah x., 11. j Ezekiel xxx., 12, 13. 
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of the land of Egypt,"* Has not the word of 
God been realized in their case 1 From the date 
of its conquest by the Persians, nearly four cen- 
turies before Christ, up to the present time^ 
Egypt has never ceased to be a prey to strangers 
and a hatUeJield for rapacious foreigners ! her an- 
cient race has disappeared \ Persia, Macedon, 
Rome, and the Ottoman Porte have successively 
appropriated her realma The foreigner has for 
ages been her despot. Her once rich lands are 
sand-plains. There has been throughout all 
these past ages, and is, no independent *" prince 
of Egypt,"* as the Lord said long before ! 

Next turn your attention to the people of 
Israel ; — how marvdlously did the pen of inspi- 
ration delineate their destiny ! Moses, upwards 
of 3,000 years ago, put upon record the following 
predictions:* " the Lord shall scatter thee among 
all people from the one end of the earth even 
unto the other ;" and, " among these nations 
shalt thou find no ease, neither shall the sole of 
thy foot have rest;'' . . . "thou shalt be- 
come an astonishment, a proverb, and a byeword 
among all nations whither the Lord shall lead 
thee/' Then a further insight into fiiturity is 
accorded, and the " receiving again " of God's 
♦ Deut. xxviii., 64, 66, and 37. 
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ancient people is as visibly pourtrayed, as had 
been their "casting away" and the miseries 
thereof. It is written,* ** yet, for all that, when 
they be in the land of their enemies I will not 
cast them away to destroy them utterly ! Jere- 
miah\ was commissioned to declare, " I will make 
a full end of all the nations whither I have 
driven the^ but I will not make a fuU end ot 
thee r At length HoseaX uttered the peculiar 
promise which explains the end and object of 
so mysterious a preservation : " the children of 
Israel shall continue, many days^ without a king, 
and without a prince, and without a sacrifice, and 
without an ephod, and without teraphim. After- 
ward, shall the children of Israel return, and 
seek the Lord their God, and David their king ; 
and shall fear the Lord and His goodness in the 
latter days/* Such jfrom times of remote anti- 
quity has been the revelation of Grod's wiU in 
Scripture. Has not Israel's lot fulfilled it ? a lot 
unparalleled in the history of nations, and imac- 
countable on any other ground than that which 
God's Word specifies? Has not the foretold 
ruin, has not the predicted preservation, com- 
passed them about ? Everywhere to be found, 

* Leviticus xxvi., 44. t Jeremiah xlvi., 28. 
i Hosea iii., 4. 
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yet everywhere strangers — without moDarch or 
legislature of their own — indeed, without any of 
the ordinary honds of national union, yet always 
and everywhere nationally distinct, — ^unassimi- 
lated to any other people, yet mingled with aU, — 
adhering to the ceremonial law, yet dispossessed 
of its High Priesthood, and of the Temple 
which should be the centre and glory of 
their worship, — under these startling circum- 
stances Israel is^ beyond all question, "an 
astonishment '^ to aU nations ! Israel is the 
mysterious survivor of the wreck of successive 
empires, whose rule she has experienced! As- 
syria, Egypt, Macedon, Greece, Rome, all have 
prostrated their greatness in the dust, and are 
not ! But Israel continueSy as of old, a living 
mystery to all men except those whom the word 
of God hath taught ! And so wiU they continue, 
until, in the fulness of time, they shall fulfil the 
Divine prediction by re-uniting their now scat- 
terred millions; when, the day of conviction 
will be their day of restoration likewise ! 

Such events — so predicted, so brought to pass 
— clearly indicate the Divine authorship of the 
Scriptures that recorded the predictions; and 
also manifest the sovereign majesty of Divine 
Providence, whose fiat no power of empires — no 
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btleties of human statesmanship — ^no rebellious 
ills and affections of mankind could either 
tard or withstand. And we must experience a 
lemn consciousness^ as we peruse the Bible-page 
berein " the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of 
ophecy," that none other than Jehovah's voice 
J3, by means of it, revealed to us His covenant 
grace and the conditions on which its saving 
essings may be obtained by us, at the same 
ne warning us of the inevitable doom of its 
ilful despisers : 

" Oh, with wliat intense desire 
Should we search that Sacred Book I 
There our zeal should never tire ; 
There we should delight to look. 
For the rules by mercy given 
To conduct our souls to Heaven ? 

" Lord ! Thy teaching grace impart^ 

That we may not read in vain ; 

Write Thy precepts on our heart ; 

Make Thy truths and doctrines plain ; 

Let the message of Thy love 

Guide us to Thy rest above f 
That blessed word it is at our option, either 
receive with meekness to the salvation of our 
als, or to reject. But, whether we will hear, 
whether we will forbear, its 'promises to those 
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who receive it, and its threatenings to' all wlio ' 
slight it, are sure ! Inevitable and unaUeraJbiU is i 
the word which God hath spoken. It "shall 
not return'' unto Him **voiA'' It skaJl be ac- 
complished. And, for proof of this stedfastnees 
of purpose, God has, in past ages, caused to be 
entered on the roll of prophecy many a saying 
which subsequent years have realized in events^ 
such as I have recited to you! Let us devoutly 
accept the lesson thus Divinely imparted to u& 
Let us mingle with our prayers for our beloved 
Sovereign and those in authority under her, that 
"all things may be so ordered and settled by 
their endeavours, that peace and happiness, 
truth and justice, religion and piety, may be 
established among us for all generations,^ our 
own individudL endeavours to live in the spirit 
of those petitions ! The highest interests of others 
are involved, as well as our own, in our faithAil- 
ness or unfaithfulness towards God. We influence 
each other ; and the humblest person among us 
has his share in forming the national character, 
for good or for evil, for Divine favor or for Di- 
vine judgment. Wherefore, the true Christian 
is the real patriot. The devout servant of God 
is his country's best defender. In this sense, 
Elisha designated Elijah, "The chariot of Israel 
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and the horsemen thereof J' esteeming his accept- 
ed piety to be the bulwark of IsraeVs security, 
by bringing down Divine protection upon the 
defensive armaments of his country. 

And, observe what is stated in the unerring 
Scripture to be the certain consequence of a 
generaUy-prevailinq piety among the members of 
any state — " righteousness exalteth a nation W 
Providence, that is to say, will interpose to make 
it prosper. The "pleasure of the Lord'' will 
prosper in the progress of that people. And, 
under the safeguard of His unseen hand, they 
will, in spite of every foe, be kept in a position 
of prosperous freedom, to spread abroad in the 
earth the religion wherein lies the well-spring of 
their own happiness and greatness. Whereas, 
saith God, " at what instant I shall speak con- 
cerning a nation and concerning a kingdom to 
build it and to plant it, if it do evil in My 
sight that it obey not My voice, then I will 
repent of the good wherewith I said I would 
benefit them f 

Thus, intimately does the piety or the un- 
godliness of the individuals who compose a 
nation, affect its good or evil destiny ! Volun- 
teers, you show your appreciation of this solemn 
fact by your union in sanctuary worship, and 
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seeking, through the ministrations of religion, 
after God's blessing on your self-denying efforts 
to perfect every human means for the national 
defence against aggression. May He vouchsafe 
to your prayers and to your patriotism the ex- 
tension of His Divine fitvour, and to our country 
the prosperity and security which you, my 
brother volunteers^ have combined to defend 
against hostile designs — ^** Peace be mthin thy 
walls, and plenteousness within thy palaces," 
my native land! Finally, let us never forget 
the individual application of Grod's Word to 
each of us, and also its irrevocable character. 
**My covenant,'' saith God, "will I not break, 
nor alter the thing that is gone out of My lips f 
" I call heaven and earth to witness that I have 
set before you life and death, blessing and 
cursing ; therefore, choose life f He bids us, 
as "believing in the prophets," to lay "hold 
upon the hope set before us in the Gospel" of 
Christ, to choose His service and His cross before 
aU other things, and to give up in truth and sin- 
cerity our hearts to Him! May we all be 
moved to seek from Himself the power to do 
this! By every appointed means, by prayer 
and Sacrament, by meditation over the pages 
of His Word, and by daily-sustained efforts to 
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walk in the steps of His most holy life, may we 
be enabled, through His Spirit's influence, to 
hold fast our profession " as good soldiers of Jesus 
Christ!" Then, sure and complete as was the 
fulfilment of the word of doom to Babylon, Tyre, 
Egypt, and Israel, shall be the realization in our 
case of the word of mingled approval and inm- 
tation, ^*Well done, good and faithful servant, 
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord ? 
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SERMON XI. 



DARKENED JOY AND VANISHED MIETH, 

Isaiah xziv. 11. 
^^ All joy U darkened ; the mvrth of the land is gone '^ 



It is not '* Merry Christmas" in British homes 
this yeaxi Ashen faggots will bum cheerily. 
Friends will meet and exchange many a warm 
grasp of the hand, and many a genuine expres- 
sion of hearty welcome. Around the femily 
circle will pass those allusions to happy bye-gone 
days, and those wishes for happy future years, 
which tie in a Gordian knot of mutual affec- 
tions the bonds of relationship and friendship. 
Above all, in the familiar Church of our childhood 
will echo forth the grateful strains of Christian 
melody, hailing the blessed anniversary of our 
Saviour s nativity, and proclaiming — 
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*' Joyful all ye nations rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies. 
With th' angelic host proclaim 
Christ is bom in Bethlehem. 
Hark ! the herald angds siQg 
Glory to the new-bom King." 
The custom of our forefathers will thus be 
observed in the homes and in the sanctuaries of 
Britain. But, while the religious joy of a people, 
blessing God for the priceless mercies of redemp- 
tion is unbroken, so that the tongue of praise 
falters not, and the salvation of the soul is a 
theme that, for the moment, excludes all earthly 
thoughts from the minds of those whose aspira- 
tions are ascending to heaven with the breath 
of the anthem-note, it fares very differently with 
their social joy : '' The mirth of tabrets ceaseth ; 
the noise of them that rejoice endeth ; the joy of 
the heart ceaseth ; all joy is darkened ; the mirth 
of the land is gone 1" The sables of bereavement, 
which guard their persons, are in sad keeping 
with the gloom which overshadows their thoughts 
and with the chill that is fallen upon their spirits. 
Go into British homes to-day, (whether lordly 
castles or labourers' cottages, it matters not) and 
you shall learn, from the lips alike of peer and 
peasant, that the soul of the British nation is. 
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dweUing at this season in the widowed seclusion 
of our beloved Queen. And the tear of her 
people's mourning drops upon her royal ermine, 
an infinitely more precious jewel, in truth and in 
her estimation, than all the glorious gems that 
deck her queenly diadem and indicate her im- 
perial sovereignty. 

Oh, blesised sympathy between the ruler and 
the ruled ! A bright augury for the future shines 
through this sympathetic sorrow thus won by the 
excellencies of a Christian character, and hallow- 
ed in the house of God, where it finds its proper 
vent in "supplications, intercessions, and prayers." 
A nation that thus honours " the memory of the 
just," and loves a Queen for ruling on godly prin- 
ciples, and goes in a spirit of prayer to appear 
before God in the sanctuary with the free-will 
offerings of the heart's sincerity and truth, re- 
ceives from on high the re-assuring message in 
the face of threatening wars and troubles — 
"Come, behold the works of the Lord: He 
maketh wars to cease imto the end of. the 
earth : He breaketh the bow and snappeth the 
spear in sunder ; He bumeth the chariot in 
the fire. Be still, and know that I am God !' 

" The voice that from the glory came 
To tell how Moses died unseen. 
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And waken Joshua's spear of flame 
To victory on the mountains green ; 

Its trumpet-tones are sounding still. 
When kings and parents pass away. 

They greet us with a cheering thrill 
Of power and comfort in decay/' 

" Let storm and darkness do their worst ; 

For the lost dream the heart may ache ; 
The heart may ache, but may not hurst ! 

Heaven will not leave thee nor forsake ! '' ^ 

Calmly and trustfully, as Christians should, we 
therefore will look our trials in the face. For 
our illustrious dead we mourn, it is true ; but 
"not as men without hope." He, we believe, 
lias entered into "the rest that remaineth for 
the people of God." His faith has found realiza- 
tion we confidently trust his " works do follow " 
him ; and he is mantled in the glories of Christ's 
accepted ones. Such a beUef infuses satisfaction 
into our very sorrow. 

As to the royal lady, who is now mourning 
over the first shock of separation fi:om the Prince 
who was her afiectionate husband, counsellor and 
companion, dearer than ever shall she be — our 
beloved Queen — to us, her admiring subjects! 

•Eeble's "Christian Year," The Accession, p, 278, 
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And, if the dreadful calamity of a fratricidal war 
must visit us, we will rally around her in a spirit 
of determined courage and sad resolve; deter- 
mined, because we know that right is on our 
side ; sad, because we loathe war and have it 
forced on us ! May God in His mercy avert from 
our sovereign and people this calamity ! Oh ! 
pray Him so to do importunately, and with all 
your souls ! If, however, it shall bo the will of 
God that the scourge of war shall visit us, we 
will, while we give to Him our earnest prayers 
for Divine protection, and the restoration to us of 
the blessiiiigs of peace, defend at every risk our 
Queen and our country. And, doul)tless, the 
knowledge that such a spirit fills the hearts of 
our people, and that already our volunteer ranks 
are prepared to offer a living barrier between 
Great Britain's Queen and any aggressors in the 
world, ministered no small comfort to the dying 
Prince. God forbid that the sad necessity for 
such proofs of fearless loyalty should overtake us. 
"Give peace in our time, O Lord.'' Importu- 
nately let us beseech God to avert from us the 
horrors and woes of warfare ! 

And now, turning our thoughts aside from the 
thunder-cloud that darkens our present pros- 
pects, let us advert to the deceased Prince whose 
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mortal remains lare at this moment being com- 
mitted to the grave, " ashes to ashes, dust to 
dust," and who, " being dead yet speaketh " to 
us in a variety of ways through the memorials of 
his useful life. 

We read in Scripture of an Apostle entering a 
certain house of mourning and finding the finends 
of the departed one solacing their grief by gazing 
upon the garments which charity had moved her 
to make for the suffering poor, and by conversing 
together about the virtues which she had mani- 
fested "while she was with them." Like the 
admiring fiiends of Dorcas, let us recall departed 
worth on this day of sadness. Let us speak 
concerning the excellence of character, which 
cast such a halo over the late Prince Consort's 
memory. 

In this house of God I will not ask your 
thoughts to dwell upon the patient study and 
cultivation of his great intellectual parts, which 
placed his Royal Highness in a foremost rank 
among scholars and men of science, further than 
may be necessary in order to illustrate and 
enforce the duty of diligently using whatever 
abilities and opportunities for self-improvement 
it may have pleased God to bestow on us. Such 
diligence fits a man for being useful to others. 
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It made Prince Albert an invaluable counsellor 
to the Queen. It stored his mind with an in- 
telligence and with a varied knowledge, such as 
likewise empowered him to be a weighty adviser 
and efficient leader in great undertakings for 
promoting the social and religious welfare of the 
people. His example in tliis respect^ foil of 
worth and of good fruits, says to each of us in 
our lowlier walk of life, " Whatsoever thy hand 
findeth to do, do it with thy might ^ — ^be ** not 
slothfol in business, fervent in spirit, serving the 
Lord" who holds us accountable for the due 
employment of His gifta 

Viewing the Prince Consort^s example in this 
respect, we cannot fail to observe the bright 
motive of Christian philanthropy — ^the spirit 
of Christian charity — ^beaming through his daily 
life. Search the records of the great Institu- 
tions for the relief of the sick and needy ; trace 
back the early struggles, for funds and for 
public confidence, of the originators of many 
now-successfol and efficient associations; and 
there you shall read how the Eoyal Consort of 
our beloved Queen was the generous contributor 
and zealous feUow-worker, as well as patron, of 
all such agents of mercy and social ameliora- 
tion. There was the platform selected for his 
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voice of encouragement 1 There was the chosen 
arena for his unsparing energies! Not his the 
bitter word of political partisanship ! Not his 
the arbitrary language of domineering power ! 
Not his the grasp of aspiring command ! Calmly 
the river of his gentle, peaceful life has glided 
along into the ocean of eternity, leaving bless- 
ings, social, moral and religious, to mark by their 
abundance where the current of his Christian 
sympathies had passed and fertilized ! He, and 
such persons as, in all stations of life, to the 
extent of their power do, as he did, strive to 
tread in the blessed footsteps of Him who 
** went about doing good," must pass away with 
the happy assurance " that their works do follow 
them/' Let us pray God to give us the like 
desire, and enable us to make strenuous efforts 
to do good unto all men whom we can, for the 
love of Christ, benefit, whether it be in things 
temporal or in things spiritual ! 

But history will uplift the curtain of private 
life, and sketch with an endearing power the 
domestic worth of our departed Prince. The 
royal palace has been a bright model of a 
British home — ^a Christian home! The glories 
of regal splendour pale before the brightness 
of sterling Christian principle, evinced by our 
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loved Queen and her lamented Consort in their 
mode of " ordering their household after them," 
in the fear of Grod and in the honour due unto 
EQs name. As a husband, and as a &ther, the 
Prince has ever been the very impersonation of 
the precepts, ** Husbands, love your wives"; 
"Fathers, bring up your children in the nur- 
ture and admonition of the Lord/* 

And a gratefiil nation — ^as well as our dear 
Queen, whose excellenoes in these respects fur- 
nish the counterpart of his for whom she mourns, 
— ^views with glad hope the budding promise of 
future worth and usefulness, which such a home 
and such examples have nurtured and are cherish- 
ing in the royal children, with whose characters * 
the national welfare wUl be so intimately connect- 
ed. Not the least valuable of the lessons, which 
the departed Prince has bequeathed to us, are 
derivable from the purity, parental solicitude, 
filial affectionate obedience, and Christian princi- 
ples which adorn the royal homel May those 
lessons sink deeply into our hearts this day, and 
may the grace of Gk)d enable us to " go and do 
likewise.*' 

Thus far it has been our melancholy pleasure 
to dwell upon a good man's life, with the sad con- 
sciousness that his '' place on earth knoweth him 
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no more." Ours it has been to " mark the perfect 
man, and behold the upright ; for the end of that 
man is peace !" We are happy in believing that 
it is even so. And we are satisfied that our de- 
parted Prince has entered into "the rest that 
remaineth for the people of God.'* 

From the dead let us now transfer our 
thoughts to the living, and ask ourselves what 
is due from us to tlie Royal survivors — our 
beloved Queen and her young family. It may, 
with truth, be said, " She, who is chiefest in 
place among us, is now first also in affiction; 
and the dignity of her suffering claims our 
knees as well as our hearts." Surely, the Royal 
family need, deserve, are entitled to our warmest 
prayers and intercessions in their behalf before 
the throne of grace. Let our consciousness 
of this sacred duty be enhanced by the example 
of the Queen herself. Mark her Majesty's sense 
of the value and obligation of intercessory 
prayer in the hour of trial. It was manifested 
by an incident* "which supervened on the 
death of her beloved and devoted husband. The 
Sovereign of the British Empire, and mother of 
Prince Albert's children, crushing the feelings 
of the wife and the woman into the depths of 

* See the Standard Newspaper of December 17th, 1861. 
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her bereaved hearty called lier children around 
her at that trying and awful moment, and in- 
voking a blessing on their heads, prayed that 
they might obtain strength and wisdom to 
assist her in doing her duty to them, and to the 
country over which it has pleased Providence 
to place her as supreme Ruler/' 

Oh, gaze upon that kneeling, praying, weeping 
group of Royal personages in their sorrow ; and 
let us not be less Christian in our loyalty than 
they were in their anguish! Let us pray, fervent- 
ly pray, that Divine support may be given to her 
Majesty at this trying moment ; that Divine 
guidance may direct the future course of herself 
and her children tlirough their great responsi- 
bilities and difficulties ; and that " in all her 
thoughts, words, and works, she may ever seek*' 
God's " honour and glory, and study to preserve 
ffis people in wealth, peace, and godliness," as 
heretofore she has so happily done ! " Grant 
this, O merciful Father, for Thy dear Son's sake 
Jesus Christ our LordT' 

" O Lord save the Queen/' 

" Give peace in our time, O Lord/' 

" And make Thy chosen people joyfuL" 

Amen. 
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SERMON XII. 

PEOMPTITUDE IN ACTS OF PIETY 
EXEMPLIFIED BY OUR LORD. 

John ix., 4. 

^^ I must work the toorJes of Him that sent Me^ while it is day; 
the night cometh, when no man may work^^ 

Our Lord made this impressive declaration at 
a moment when He was on the point of restoring 
a blind man to sight, and anticipated a miscon- 
struction of His deed of mercy by the hypocritical 
Pharisees, who were ever on the watch to fasten 
some evil charge or other upon Him, as though 
He were violating the Divine commandment by 
healing the poor afflicted man on th^ Sabbath 
day. Our Lord's anticipation was well founded, 
as we might well suppose it would be, seeing that 
He " knew what is in man," and could read their 
most secret thoughts and intents. They did 
accuse Him, instantly and vehemently, of Sab- 
bath breaking, and thereby proved His wisdom 
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in preparing the minds of His disciples for the 
event, by a previous explanation of the motives 
by which He was actuated, and of His compli- 
ance with the Divine will and commandment in 
" showing mercy,^ and "doing good" during the 
sacred hovirs of the Sabbath. 

Here we may profitably remark, in order the 
better to guard ourselves against it, the strange 
tendency of man's heart to embrace the external 
forms of religion, and to "omit the weightier 
matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and fidth ;" 
in other words, to make religion consist in the 
scrupulous observance of forms and ceremonies, 
and in a resolute advocacy of certam doctrines of 
the *' law or sect " to which a man is attached, 
without any real giving-up of the soul to the 
influence of " the wisdom that is from above '' — 
which " is first pure, then peaceable, gentle and 
easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good 
fruits." 

The fcict at first sight may appear strange 
that men should put themselves to much per- 
sonal inconvenience for the sake of seeming to be 
religious, when the real love of religion is not 
cherished by them. But the strangeness disap- 
pears when we call to mind another fewjt, which 
is the inability of man (constituted as he is) 
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to live from day to day with a quiet mind 
vinless he has either a sure hope, or the sem- 
fclance of a hope, that his peace is made with 
Ood. And Satan plays upon this temperament 
of the human mind. He puts a welt disguised 
counterfeit before us. And man is not slow 
to find out that the counterfeit suits his frailties 
and infirmities : he perceives that it is easier 
to bow the head than to bend the worldly spirit 
in penitent, humble, contrite prayer. It is less 
painful to go through a given amount of bodily 
prostrations and set services, than to curb the 
passions — root out evil principles — abandon bad 
pursuits — and be ever striving, through God's 
grace, to acquire more and more of " the mind 
that was in Christ Jesus.^' It is a task pleasing 
to the intellect, and by no means unproductive of 
pride in the "natural man,^' to wrangle about 
empty words, and dote about "curious ques- 
tions" of visionary fancies, and unsparingly 
I denounce, or stoutly support, this or that " shib- 
boleth" of sectarian controversy; whereas "strait 
is the gate, and narrow is the way that leadeth 
. unto life,'^ through the daily-sustained self-denial 
and meek charity and patient endeavours to tread 
in the footmarks of our Saviour's example, which 
the Gospel enjoins and the Divine Spirit inspires. 
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Accordingly in every age of the Church's history, 
there have abounded men, who, under a Cbm- 
tian name, have emulated the zeal, without 
knowledge and without true piety and charity, 
of those Jewish zealots for the ceremonies with- 
out the spirit of the Sabbath, whose osteotatious 
fasts and long prayers *' for pretence,'' disguised 
a spirit so wholly unseriptural as to denounce, in 
the heat of partizanship and the pride of sect^ an 
observance of the second great commandment as 
an act of profaneuess. Let us accept their ex- 
posed guilt as an important lesson, and bewail 
of "having the form of godliness, but denying 
the spirit thereof' 

On another occasion our Lord (as we have 
read this morning in Luke xiv. 5, in the 
Grospel for the day,) vindicated His deed of 
mercy by the unanswerable appeal to His 
enemies' own exposition of the true meaning 
of the fourth commandment, whenever they 
found their personal interests involved — " whioh 
of you shall have an ox or an ass fallen into 
a pit, and will not straightway pull him out 
on the Sabbath dayl" He thus compelled 
His accusers to be witnesses in substantiation 
of His doctrine, that a work of mercy and 
necessity does not contravene the keeping holy 
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of the Sabbath day. It was rather an obUgation 
due to God and our own consciences, to rescue a 
fellow creature from suffering and distress, there- 
by rendering the Sabbath, emphatically and pe- 
culiarly, the day of "rest^' and memorial of 
God's mercy to him, and at the same time fur- 
nishing, in the poor man's person, a living 
testimony to the Divine source of that Word of 
life which sheds the light of revealed knowledge 
and of heavenly promise upon the Sabbath Con- 
gregation of the people of God. 

This act of Divine power and compassion was 
one of that vast multitude of beneficent deeds, 
which, for the establishment of the Gospel in 
men's saving belief, it was our blessed Lord's 
self-imposed ofl&ce to accomplish during His 
brief ministry on earth, and " which," writes 
the Evangelist, " if they should be written every 
one, I suppose that even the world itself could 
not contain the books that should be written." 
By such acts of supernatural power it was His 
self-appointed work to impress upon mankind 
the revelations of His Divine wisdom. Those 
acts were a material part of His appeal to their 
awakened souls — ^"'Look unto Me, and be ye 
saved !" 

Accordingly, without respite or cessation, we 
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observe Him going about doing good every- 
where — healing the sick — expelling evil spirits 
— restoring the deaf, blind, and dumb — fremg 
the leper fix)m his loathsome plague — causing 
the grave to deliver up its dead in resuscitated 
animation — and dispelling the fears, errors, and 
ignorance of men, like the gloom of night 
yielding to daybreak, before the bright reve- 
lations of His Grospel. His proceedings verified 
His own declaration that it was His meat to do 
His Father's wilL He never ceased firom His 
works and labours of love, until the death-ciy, 
" it is finished,'' proclaimed the " means of 
grace," and "hope of glory," and "adoption 
to be the sons of God," to have been for ever 
secured through His gracious interposition for 
as many as shall believe on His Name. Such 
works were a fiirtherance — not an impediment 
and hindrance — ^to Sabbath devotions. They 
were works of God — tending to promote the 
salvation of men's souls as well as to confer 
health of body on the afflicted. Wherefore His 
hand of mercy was no more to be 'stayed, than 
was His voice of irresistible wisdom, during its 
sacred hours. And He said, " I must work the 
works of Him that sent Me, while it is day; 
the night cometh when no man may work." 
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These words were as much an inculcation of 
duty to the disciples and to ourselves, as they 
were a vindication of His own conduct in 
reply to His calumniators. In them we are 
directed, in our humble sphere, to contemplate 
and seek to follow His Divine example. Which 
may God give us grace to do in this, as in 
every other respect ! May " we all, beholding 
as in a glass the glory of the Lord," be "changed 
into the same image." 

I. Let our blessed Saviour's example teach 
us to keep ever in remembrance the works 
which God has assigned to each of us. During 
this short life-time of ours there is indeed 
much for us to accomplish, if we would please 
God by endeavouring to do His will I am 
not referring to the toil of professional indus- 
try — to the labours which furnish our families 
with the means of livelihood, and sweeten our 
homes through the happy consciousness that 
we are contributing to the comfort and enjoy- 
ments of those we love: — these, unquestionably, 
are obligations due to them and to ourselves; 
but natural instinots, apart from higher motives, 
wiU prevent our forgetting this portion of our 
work on earth. 

I wish to place before our thoughts those 
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duties, which, (like the work of mercy referred 
to in our text,) pertain, truly and specially, to 
the Sabbath Day — ^to its self-examinations— 
to its scriptural musings — ^to its backwaid 
glances of penitence — ^to its forward view of 
heavenly promises — ^to its prayerful lesolveB 
upon future seeking after God, in ways of Hk 
own appointment ! '' I must work the "works of 
Him that sent Me!" Our mission is^ indeed, 
an humble, insignificant one, compared with 
the Divine speakei^s ; nevertheless^ a respon- 
sible mission it is, and one of suffici^it 
importance to arrest the attention, and com- 
.mand the interest of the Heavenly Host^ who 
know that so precious are our souls, that in 
order to save them, the Son of God made the 
mysterious self-humiliation of Bethlehem, and 
underwent the agonies of Calvary, wherefore^ 
" There is joy in heaven among the angels of 
God over one sinner that repenteth.'' 

The vitally-important part of our mission is 
summed up in those pregnant words of the 
baptismal engagement — " to renounce the Devil 
and all his works, the pomps and vanities of 
this wicked world, and all the sinful lusts of 
the flesh," to "believe all the Articles of the 
Christian fiiith," and to "keep God's holy will 
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and commandment, and walk in the same all the 
: days of our life/^ Here are works enough to 
[ absorb our entire life-time and energies. They 
pertain equally to "all sorts and conditions of 
men." From the Sovereign on the throne to 
the poorest labourer in our busy streets — ^from 
the studious man of learning to the imlettered 
son of toil — ^from the aged grandsire to the in- 
experienced youth, who has but just crossed the 
outskirts of life's trial scene, every living soul has 
these difficult duties to achieve by the grace of 
God. The same duties, under widely different cir- 
cumstaaces of position, temptation, encourage- 
ment, hindrance, and opportunity, devolve on 
us all. Comparatively, the talents may be one 
or ten, but to each pertains a stewardship ! In- 
wardly in the soul, and outwardly in the world, 
every one of us has works to accomplish and, in 
the case of the very lowliest Christian, most 
important and weighty works they are. 

Hear their description by the Spirit of God, 
inspiring the Apostle's voice, "Giving all dili- 
gence, add to your faith virtue, and to virtue 
knowledge, and to knowledge temperance, and 
to temperance patience, and to patience godli- 
ness, and to godliness brotherly-kindness, and to 
brotherly-kindness charity.'' Are we striving, by 
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the grace of God, to do these things ? Are they '■ 
the works that characterize and dignify our days 
on earth ? Or do we misinterpret our vocation? 
And do we consume our life-time in making iie 
most of what men thoughtlessly mis-name ^t]ie 
good things of this life'' — ^its eating, drinkiiigi 
and making merry, its addition of house to 
house and field to field, its ingathering d 
money, its greediness of pleasure, its pride of 
station, its selfishness of accumulation, and its 
heartless unconcern ahout the sufferings and 
wants of others? — In short, do we use this 
world or abuse its gifts? Are we doing Gotfs 
works or Satan's pleasure ? 

Let these questions occupy our minds with 
the attendant reflection, "What shall it profit 
a man if he gain the whole world and lose his 
own soul?" He that sent us into being, and 
appointed for us our occupation here — ^how 
shall we face Him in judgment, if we persist 
to the end in slighting His will ? We cannot 
bear the slightest resemblance to Christ, we 
cannot be following Christ in His life, and, 
therefore, can at present have no saving interest 
in His Deatli, Passion, and Intercession with 
the Father, if we be not, in sincerity and 
truth, endeavouring, by Divine aid, to emulate 
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the example engraven for us in the Scriptures, 
*' I must do the works of Him that sent me." 
And, recollect, it is possible to incur the doom 
of aUenation from the Gospel by cherishing in- 
difference and listlessness about our rehgious 
obligations. The man who wraps up his Lord's 
talent in a napkin and refuses to turn it to 
accoTint, is an object of judgment, as surely as 
the man who squanders means and opportunities 
upon unworthy aims. There must be no folding 
of the hands to spiritual slumber, if we would 
inherit God's blessing in Christ. Not apathy, 
"but energy — not talking, but doing— not a 
name, but a life, is the vocation of the follower 
of the Lord Jesus heavenward. 

** Tell me not, in mournful numbers, 
Life is but an empty dream ! 
For the soul is dead, that slumbers ; 
And things are not what they seem. 

" Life is real ! Life is earnest ! 
And the grave is not its goal : 
Dust thou art, to dust retumest, 
Was not spoken of the soul !" 

Eemember, " the spirit must return unto God 
who gave it ;" and, according to what each of us 
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shall have done, will be the judgment that shall 
determine our eternal destiny. 

II. — Our Lord^s example inculcates prompti- 
tude of action. It deprecates delay and pro- 
crastination — the putting off to-day's duty till 
to-morrow. It is a Divine illustration of the 
Scripture, " Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, 
do it with all thy might.'' 

Observe — ^the opportunity for doing good was 
embraced by our Great Exemplar at the very 
instant it was presented. It mattered not that 
the opinion of those around Him was adverse to 
His so doing. There must be no putting off till 
some season, that mankind consider more con- 
venient, of the works which Divine wisdom and 
Providence have allotted to the present moment. 
" I must work the works of Him that sent me," 
remarked our Lord, adding these words, so full 
of needful admonition to us all, "while it is 
day, the night cometh when no man can work'' 
Human frailty might have suggested a conces- 
sion to His enemies, and whispered, "Why 
excite dislike by doing this deed to-day, which 
will arouse objections connected with their wrong 
views of the Sabbath : — ^work the miracle to- 
morrow ?" No such weakness could exist in the 
Son of God. 
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Hero was an opportunity for teaching sound 
views of the Sabbath obligation, and for show- 
ing compassion to a sufferer, and for establishing 
the truth of the Gospel by a miracle ; and He 
would not allow it to pass for any earthly con- 
sideration whatever. And, while His prompt 
action gave a lesson of diligence in their calling 
to all Christians, His expression, '* While it is 
yet day, the night cometh when no man can 
,work," impressed on their minds the duty of 
living in the daily expectation of death and in 
daily preparation for it. His omniscience in* 
formed Him that He had some time yet to 
pass on earth, but He knew the need we have in 
our ignorance to be led to adopt the right prin- 
ciple of acting at every moment as though it 
might be our last. And, therefore, our Lord 
(whose faultless nature placed Him beyond the 
possibility of committing our mistakes), and 
whose perfect knowledge of our infirmities made 
Him conscious of the need we have of teaching 
in this important point, attached to this act of 
Divine grace a motive which ought to animate 
us in the active discharge of our obligations to 
God and man. 

The duration of human Ufe, He would have us 
ever remember, is limited, and its limits are un- 
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known to us. God only knows how soon the night, 
when no man can work, may close in upon us. 
We must work, accordingly, while it is called 
to-day. Now is the accepted time, now is the 
day of salvation. And our Lord (both by 
example and by precept) warns us to work 
while it is day — ^while our period of earthly 
probation lasts— while Providence and grace 
combine to give us the time and the opportu- 
nity and the means to " work out our salvation 
with fear and trembling," and God is ready, at 
Oirist's intercession, *' to work in us both to will 
and to do of His good pleasure.*' Now is the 
time for making ourselves acquainted with the 
Divine revelations, tendered to us by God Him- 
self in the Holy Scriptures ; and for self-ex- 
amination and self-correction by the help of 
God; and for endeavouring to "follow aiter 
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, 
meekness,'* and so to "fight the good fight of 
faith, '' and " to lay hold on eternal life," where- 
unto w.e " are also called." 

The world and Satan are continually beckon- 
ing men away from this saving course. They 
suggest that it wdll be time enough to make 
one's peace with God when this or that earthly 
attainment shall have been achieved. Just at 
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the present moment, they whisper, it would be a 
pity to sacrifice such and such opportunities for 
gratifying some favourite wish or other. Only 
wait until a particular time of life shall have 
been reached, or until the cup of pleasure shall 
have been drained to the dregs, or the coffers of 
covetousness shall be filled ; and then repent and 
seek after God, and pacify conscience by devo- 
ting mind and body to rehgioUs objects ! 

Oh ! short-sighted delusion ! Oh ! prevalent 
folly ! In parable, our Lord has given us its 
impersonation in the godless fool picturing to 
himself the enlargement of his bams, and the 
future abundance of his store's, and the glory of 
his anticipated profits ; while the hand of retri- 
butive Providence was tracing over his scheming 
worldliness the terrible sentence, " Thou fool, 
this night thy soul shall be required of thee." 
In actual life, we find Felix trembling at the 
thought of giving account to God, and anxious 
about his soul, moved in its inmost depths of 
remorse by the powerful appeals of St. Paul, yet 
suspending his better judgment and deferring 
till '*some more convenient season,'' a repent- 
ance which, there is every reason to suppose, 
never was again contemplated by him amid the 
splendour and vices of his godless life. It is the 
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case with multitudes, who go on reckoning upon 
years to come, and postponing till to-morrow the 
duty of the present moment — always purposing, 
never doing, and verifying the adage, ^ Hell is 
paved with good intentions.'^ Suddenly, those 
resolutions, so long in blossom, but never ma- 
tured in the promised fruit, are rudely shaken to 
the dust by the hand of death! All is then 
lost! "Without holiness no man shall see the 
Lord/' And upon these victims to unholy pro- 
crastination has fidlen the darkness of eternal 
night, " when no man may work/' 

Oh God! "The grave cannot praise Thee — 
death cannot celebrate Thee; the living, the 
living, he shall praise Thee f and humbly and 
fervently I pray that you, my dear hearers, 
and I, may be justified by oiu" consciences, 
and hopes, and recollections, and active piety, 
in adding the remaining clause of that Scrip- 
ture, "As I do this day!" May we hourly 
expect the joy and peace of mind that are 
consequent on having the Spirit's witness that 
we are "children of God," in our feithful 
endeavours from day to day to "work the 
works of Him that sent us" into this trial 
scene, preparatory to a celestial destiny! And, 
meanwhile, let us 
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"Trust no Future, howe'er pleasant. 

Let the dead Past bury its dead! 
Act — act in the living Present. 
Heart within, and God overhead!'' 

III. Our Lord's example, instances the duty 
of being at all times ready for the final sum- 
mons to retiun unto the Father. His **hour,'' 
when it came, found Him prepared and awaiting 
it ; because, (having always acted on the prin- 
ciple of doing, upon the instant and whenever 
the opportunity offered, "the works of God,'') 
His greeting to the final summons would be 
none other than that which His memorable 
words expressed, " I have glorified Thee on the 
earth, I have finished the work which Thou 
gavest Me to dol" And, consistent to the last 
in his following after his Divine Master, St. 
Paul exclaimed, " I have finished my course ; 
I am now ready to be offered." On the Apostle 
had settled the calm, collected spirit of com- 
posure with which the Divine Saviour, having 
wrought "the works" of His Father while it 
was day, departed from the scene of His earthly 
labours. 

And, in this, as in every other feature of 
our Lord's walk and conversation among men. 
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He has ^'left us an example that we should 
follow His steps.** May we, amid the stir and 
bustle of this life's duties ever retain in fast 
memory and reiterated entreaty, the Scripture 
which directs us to pray, ** Lord, so teach us to 
number our days, that we may apply our hearts 
unto wisdouL** Every hour either advances or 
pushes us back in the way that leadeth unto 
life. Every hour brings to us a . work. There 
is always some evil disposition to be corrected, 
or some hcly grace to be acquired within our 
own spirits, or good to be done for others — ^in 
short, every moment of time is some good 
action's opportunity. 

Let us seek continually the covenanted help 
of the Spirit of God, that we may turn each 
opportunity to good account, and "work the 
works of Him who sent '' us into this world of 
trial, ever "pressing toward the mark for tte 
prize of oiu* high, calling in Christ Jesus f If 
this we faithfully do, " As our day is, so shall 
our strength be I'' He will, after our passing 
through the dark valley of the shadow of death, 
— that brief night, into whose inevitable dark- 
ness all the bright scenes of this present earthly 
existence must soon fade away — in Paradise 
receive our grateful spirits with the welcome, 
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" Thou hasti been faithful in few things ; I 
will make thee ruler over many things : enter 
thou into the joy of thy Lord f 

Oh happy, glorious destiny of each son and 
daughter of God in Christ ! May it await every 
one of us! May we not know the anguish of 
crying out, in the place of doom, for one brief 
day more of earthly trial, that we might repent 
and be saved — and feeling the ineffectual 
agony of that shrieking despair, echoed back 
upon our lost souls, in the chilling sense of 
being for ever lost. Now " God waiteth to be 
gracious ;" now, " the means of grace '^ and " hope 
of glory" are at our option, through the in- 
tercession of Christ. May the Divine Spirit 
effectually move and enable us to "live the life" 
and "die the death of the righteous;" and, 
when our time for departure shall arrive, may 
Divine grace . accord to us, for ever, " the joy 
of our Lord !" 
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SERMON XIII. 



THE INEVITABLE DOOM AND IBBEYEBSIBLE 
WORD. 

Mabk xiiL, 31. 
'* Heaven and earth shall pags away; hU My ward shall not 
pass atoayJ^ 



Our highest interests demand that we should 
frequently give our serious attention to the 
predicted "passing away** of the glorious Cre- 
ation, wherein we "live, and move, and have our 
being ^ for a time, and that we should retain in 
constant recollection the appalling words, " all 
these things shall be dissolved.^^ And this we 
ought to do, not for the sake of idly wondering 
how so awful an event wiU be accomplished, 
nor in the equally idle spirit of curiosity which 
prompts the question, " when shall these things 
be V in defiance of the Divine caution " of that 
day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the 
angels of Heaven, but My Father only," but for 
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the practical purpose of subjecting our motives 
and actions to this decisive test — * are they of a 
nature calculated, through God's grace, to carry 
us safely out of the final wreck of elements and 
end of timef 'Are we living for time or for 
eternity T is the great enquiry, which is forced 
upon our hearts' acutest sympathies by the 
assurance, " Heaven and earth shall pass away/' 
Be not, I entreat you, staggered by that ques- 
tion. Do not endeavour to evade the plainly 
spoken truths which give rise to it. Say not in 
your hearts "the passing away of heaven and 
earth is an impossibility." Gaze upon the grand 
features of the world in which we live — ^its 
towering jnountains, its ocean-depths, its valleys 
standing thick with com ; its woods and glades 
rich in the varied hues and fragrance of un- 
numbered fruits and flowers ; bestow a thought 
upon the living creatures, so countless and so 
wonderfully made, who dwell in these several 
scenes of stupendous creation ; and then reflect 
upon the unlimited power of the unseen Maker, 
who, respecting the existence and movements of 
them all, " spake %the word, and it was done !" 
Having called them into being, His all-govern- 
ing power preserves and sustains them ! " He 
telleth the number of the stars; He calleth 
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them all by their names ; He covereth the 
heaven with clouds ; He prepareth rain for the 
earth ; He maketh grass to grow upon the 
mountains ; He giveth to the beast his food, and 
to the young ravens which cry ; He sendeth 
forth His commandment upon earth ; His word 
runneth very softly ; He gathereth the waters of 
the sea together as an heap ; He layeth up the 
depth in storehouses f 

How bewildering to our senses is this mani- 
festation of creative power ; the perpetual, un- 
wearied, sustaining agency of Divine Providence, 
which is exercised in every department and on 
every spot of the universe ! Contemplate the 
Almighty guiding every orb in the heavens 
throughout its appointed course — clothing the 
earth with verdure — weaving the leaf and tint- 
ing beautifully the blossom — ^providing suste- 
nance for every living creature — ^perfecting 
whatever is produced above, around, and be- 
neath us — breathing forth His might in the 
wind, and manifesting His glory in the sunbeam 
— everywhere present ! everywhere directing ! 
and consummating all His pleasure with the 
noiseless dignity of an irresistible will — " He 
spake ; and it was done !" What a dazzling 
reflection is this ! It at once crushes any foolish 
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suggestion of the impossibility of destruction 
overtaking the present visible universe together 
with its mighty foundations and vast machinery. 
We cannot, if we would, escape from the conclu- 
sion that He, who has n^de, can unmake ! He, 
who has organized, can disorganize ! Wherefore 
Nahum exclaimed, "the mountains quake at 
Him, and the hills melt ; and the earth is 
burned/' We cannot doubt God'^ power to 
fulfil the prediction, "Heaven and earth shall 
pass away." 

But an evil heart of unbelief is quick to advert 
to the order that pervades the dispensations of 
Divine Providence, and thence derives the 
question— "Where is the promise of His com- 
ing'' to judge and to destroy — "for, since the 
fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they 
were from the beginning T Some show of reason 
seems to attend this language of unbelief. It 
is specious. For, centuries have in long succes- 
sion passed away without an interruption of 
the accustomed order of things. The sun has 
risen every morning, and gone down every 
evening with undeviating regularity. The 
seasons have followed each other in the same 
unvaried round, year after year. Age after age, 
has noted on its annals the same record. So 
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that an air of likelihood envelopes the question, 
" If past centuries have wrought no change, is 
it probable, that the course of Providence -will 
be altered, and the future be fraught with 
destruction, for this wodd and all that pertains 
toitr' 

A little reflection, however, will prove to us, 
that the uniformity of nature, on which the 
sceptic tries to establish a justification for his 
disbelief of the revealed Word of God, actually 
furnishes a convincing argument in support of 
the claims of that Word on our implicit feith, 
and ought to confirm us in the persuasion, that 
Grod will be faithful to His saying. For, if we 
find that He is unchangeable in regulating 
the operations of nature, we have in that figtct 
a most cogent reason for believing, that His 
declared purposes in all other respects will 
be realized. The fiilfilment of His promisey 
"While the earth remaineth, seed-time and 
harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and 
winter, and day and night shall not cease," 
is the best possible guarantee that His warning 
will be literally fulfilled at the time appointed ; 
and " Heaven and earth shall pass away." 

Such is His declaration ; and, the systematic 
regularity of nature is a sufficient proof to us 
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that what He hath said, He will effect, and 
that every word of Holy Writ will be verified. 
Though ages be heaped on ages, and no signs 
of the coming event be obvious to human 
discernment, nevertheless, it will come! The 
judgment has been decreed, and the end wUl 
he ! " Heaven and earth,'^ God hath said, " shall 
pass away, but My Word shall not pass away/' 
The time that has elapsed since this declara- 
tion was made may app^^^ to be long, according 
to oiu* calculations ; but, remember, " One day 
with the Lord is as a thousand years, and a 
thousand years as one day V^ The period, which 
has elapsed, and the additional interval which 
is yet to elapse, ere the last day shall dawn 
upon a doomed world, can furnish no justifi- 
cation for the vain notion that the Divine 
purpose is changed, and the warning of the text 
is cancelled. This would have been the case, 
if the word of God had specified a certain period, 
within the limits of which the predicted event 
should be accomplished, and the prescribed term 
of years had passed without the occurrence taking 
place. But it has not pleased the Almighty to 
make any such specific revelation to man respect- 
ing the appointed time. On the contrary. He has 
expressly declared to us, "it is not for you to know 
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the times and the seasons which the Father hath 
put in His own power." 

It would answer no practical end — it would 
be a knowledge for which our taculties are 
unsuited— it would check us iu the proper 
discharge of our duties through the thraldom 
of our forebodings, or through the visionary 
enthusiasm of our anticipation — ^were we in- 
formed of '* that day " and " that hour,^ which, 
by the wise dispensation of Divine Providence, 
" no man knoweth." It is enough for us to be 
assured of the purpose of the Almighty, and to 
receive the appeal to our consciences and right 
reason from inspired lips ; " what manner of 
persons ought ye to be, looking for, and hast- 
ing unto, the coming of the day of God, wherein 
the heavens being on fire, shall be dissolved, and 
the elements shall melt with fervent heat." 

'* Great God ! to Thee our prayers we pour. 

In deep abasement bending ; 
O shield us in that last dread hour, 

Thy wondrous love extending ! 
May we, in this our trial-day, 
With wakeful hearts Thy word obey. 

And thus prepare to meet Him f 

Having exposed the groundless nature of the 



193 

objections which a spirit of unbelief is wont to 
oppose to the plain declaration of the text, 
namely, that such an event, as the one predicted 
would be an impossibiUty and that it would be 
inconsistent with all that we see and know of 
the ordering of Providence, I proceed to notice 
the likelihood (apart from the fact of its pre- 
diction in the Bible) that such an exid should 
ultimately befall this world in which we dwell. 

It ought not to surprise us that the earth 
should be doomed to destruction when the pur- 
pose, for which it was created, shall have been 
answered. We see the bud disappearing when 
the blossom is matured, and, in turn, the blossom 
decaying and dropping when the fruit is formed. 
And, in like manner, shall all material things 
that have been needful for the trial and training 
of souls — needful for their ^owth, under various 
changes and influences, unto the unalterable 
form of their eternal destiny — perish ; so soon as 
their usefulness shall have ceased, and the will of 
God shall have been consummated in the salva- 
tion of the redeemed ! 

This earth was created for a temporary pm- 
pose. It was intended to supply the scene and 
the means of a trial to the spirits of men, out of 
which shall issue, fitted for their heavenly destiny. 
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the Lord's redeemed ! And, their number 
having been completed, — ^the last individual 
having been added to the ranks of that bright 
Host on whose forehead is the se&l of the Divine 
Spirit and whose sins have been washed out in 
the blood of the Lamb,-^no &rther need will 
exist for the present imiverse. Its longer con- 
tinuance would be unmeaning. And God will 
not perpetuate an objectless existence. Accord- 
ingly, ** Heaven and earth shall pass away V* 

Another reason why this decreed destruction 
of our world, so far from being a thing incredible, 
is a result that ought to be anticipated by us, 
presents itself in the fact that it is a defiled and 
marred world. It is condemned because it is 
everywhere polluted by human guilt and has 
become one vast memorial of sin and judgment 
With all its majestic mechanism — living energies 
--and natural beauties, it bears the guiltHStains 
of ages. The wickedness of " them that dwell . 
therein '^ fills its very atmosphere with a spi- 
ritual miasma. Human passions have flooded it 
with guilt and sufferings to such an extent that 
"the whole creation groaneth and travaileth 
in* pain together until now " — ^and the death- 
cry of God Incarnate, " it is finished '' pronoun- 
ced not only the salvation of His I'edeemed but 



195 

also the filling up of that measure of iniquity 
which would invoke the just judgment of the 
Almighty. 

The guilt of the Saviour s blood-shedding will 
be upon each impenitent sinner's head at the 
judgment day, because he "crucified afresh the 
Son of God and put Him to an open shapae f 
and, when the reprobates shall receive their 
doom, God will destroy the scene of their im- 
penitent guUt. Just as, at the deluge, He 
caused the earth to share the fate of its trans- 
gressing inhabitants — "I will," said the Lord, 
" destroy them with the earth" and accordingly 
its surface was overwhelmed and swept and 
changed by the deluge — ^so, after mercy and 
warning and invitation shall through the Gospel 
have done their utmost for man's salvation, fire 
will consume this world of iniquity. " The 
heavens and earth by the same word," writes St. 
Peter, "are kept in store, reserved unto fire 
against the day of judgment and perdition of 
ungodly men !" 

In this Scripture an additional reason appears 
why so a long period should intervene between the 
prediction of the judgment and its realization. 
The world, we are told, is " kept in store " — is 
" reserved " for vengeance. The sentence has 
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long ago been pronounced, and Divine mercy il 
is that stays its execution. It is with the objecl 
of giving free scope and ample opportunity tc 
the influences of the blessed Grospel, wherebj 
I immortal souls may be drawn from the power o: 

.J Satan unto God and happiness, that " the end u 

p not yet " but day continues to follow day, anc 

1^ spring and summer bear to us their charms, and 

seed-time and harvest exhibit to us the mysteriet 
of creation. It is with the purpose of showing 
the utmost patience and forbearance towarc 
them that perish and in order that, year bj 
year, His faithful ones may be gathered into tht 
hJ heavenly fold out of all nations until theii 

i number shall have been completed whose destiny 

it is to give happy occasion to the Divine re- 
deemer to "see of the travail of His soul and 
»' to be satisfied '^ — for these gracious purposes it 

is, that the sentence is respited ; the uplifted 
arm is arrested ; the " end is not yet ;'' for 
" God is not willing that any should perish but 
that all should come to repentance." 

Blessed be God, who has made His mercifiil 
purposes known to men for their encouragement 
as well as the destined judgment for their warn- 
ing! And may we rightly employ the know- 
ledge, so graciously imparted to us, by ever 
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regarding this world as our temporary dwelling 
— not as an abiding-place I Abiding-place it 
could not be. For, abounding as it does in 
monuments of God's love and in glimpses of God's 
glory and in pleasant, hopeful scenes, it would be 
ill-adapted for the permanent abode of the doomed 
outcasts from the Divine presence ; and, at the 
same time, it yields far too many sources of pain 
and grief to be the lasting dwelhng-place of 
God's accepted ones in Christ. 

But it nevertheless admirably answers the 
Divine purpose by furnishing the scene of our 
temporary trial. And for this reason it is 
" kept " in being from year to year. It is the 
appointed trial-scene and school, wherein im- 
mortal souls are to • be trained for heaven. As 
such, and in no other light, let us continually 
regard it. Let us beware of investing our 
affections and happiness in it. Let us shrink 
from allowing our hearts and energies to become 
engrossed by this present world and its pursuits. 
When it shall have " passed away " where can 
be the enjoyment of its perished possessions? 
Where shall be the farm and the merchandize — 
the contentions of party-strife — the zeal in war 
and politics — the thousand objects of worldly 
men's ambition ? Where, too, shall then be the 
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deadening of the thoughts against the repix>aches 
of conscience and teaching of Scripture by means 
of meats and drinks and vicious pleasures? Gone 
they all will be, together with the earUi on which 
the affections, given to such objects, rested ! Not 
a relic of them will remain, when time shall be no 
more, with the solitary exception of the self- 
condemnation which they have attached for ever 
to the soul ! The migodly will find no money for 
his covetousness — no sensual gratifications for his 
licentiousness — no indulgence for his pride then ! 
He buUt his house on the sand ; and the storm 
has burst upon it ; and it is gone for ever ! 
" What shall it profit a man if he gain the whole 
world and lose his own soul ? or what shall a 
man give in exchange for his soul T 

This is a solemn topic for reflection. It 
affects many of us, perhaps, more nearly than 
we are inclined to imagine. The great event of 
the passing away of heaven and earth may, at 
first sight, seem to be in all probability a far 
distant one. But a moment's consideration will 
carry our minds away fix)m that vague surmise 
and fix their attention on the certain fact that 
meanwhile multitudes are being summoned into 
eternity. Week after week we hear the parting 
bell toll forth its annoimcement that a fellow- 
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creature has departed to join those who, in another 
state of being, are awaiting the final judgment. 
Daily — ^hourly — such departures firom this pre- 
sent life are occurring. There is no pause in 
the march of death. No time or circumstance of 
life gives security against the chilly grasp of 
" the last enemy." 

" Leaves have their time to fall. 
And flowers to wither at the North wind's breath. 

And. stars to set — but all. 
Thou hast oK seasons for thine own, O Death ! 

Day is for mortal care ; 
Eve for glad meetings round the joyous hearth ; 

Night for the dreams of sleep, the voice ofprayer, 
But all for Thee, thou mightiest of the Earth ! 

We know when moons shall wane ; 
When Summer birds firom fer shall cross the sea ; 

When Autumn's hue shall tinge the golden 
grain; 
But who shall teach us when to look for Thee V 

Oh! let us not be indifferent to the claims 
which eternity has upon our care and solicitude ; 
lest, while we are halting between two opinions, 
we be summoned to face God in judgment 
suddenly, and the curse of the impenitent be 
our portion for ever! Remember — at any mo- 
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ment heaven and earth " may pass away,'' or we 
may pass from time mto eternity. Let, then, 
the hitherto impenitent reflect — ^repent, and 
pray Grod for pardon, peace, and hope, through 
a renewed spirit and amendment of life. The 
Divine voice, which predicts " Heaven and earth 
shall pass away," adds "but My Word shall 
not pass away!'' And what says that Word 
in invitation and encouragement to you ? " Let 
the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous 
man his thoughts, and let Him turn unto the 
Lord, and He wiU have mercy upon him 1 

At the same time, to those of us who are 
faithful servants of God, the Text, which we 
have been considering, conveys a re-assuring 
message from the Lord of all power and might. 
Amid all the difficulties, imperfections, and vicis- 
situdes of a Christian's walk tln-ough life, the 
Divine Word reminds the tried and often cast 
down ChVistian of the certainty of the Christian's 
recompense, and of the transient nature of all 
that now tries and harasses him. Instability 
and perishableness pertain only to his trials and 
hindrances ! His calling and election *to be 
a " member of Christ, a child of God, and inheri- 
tor of the kingdom of heaven " cannot be taken 
from him. " The Lord knoweth them that are 
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His," it is written. And a day of " mani- 
festation " is coming, when He will, in presence 
of the hosts of heaven, avow them to be His 
accepted ones ; and they shall stand forth in 
glorified bodies, ** made like unto His glorious 
body " who has redeemed them ; and then will 
burst forth the enraptured hymns of cherubim 
and seraphim, and the responsive hallelujahs 
of the redeemed will give back echoing ado- 
ration of the Lord God omnipotent ; for the 
mortal will then have put on immortality, the 
corruptible will have put on incorruption, and 
death will have been swallowed up in victory ! 
And, at the voice of the Great Creator, saying, 
"Behold I make all things new,'' all creation 
will have undergone purification by fire, and 
a new heaven and new earth will have appeared, 
and then shall be the times of restitution of all 
things,'' which, saith St. Peter, **God hath 
spoken by the mouth of His holy prophets since 
the world began." Then shall God's true ser- 
vants " enter into the joy of their Lord ! " In 
your patience possess ye your souls," therefore, 
sincere followers of the Lord, through evil report 
and good report, in faith, in meekness, and in 
charity ! His " word shall not pass away 1" 



*' A little while — and all around. 
The earth, and sea, and sky. 
The sunny light, and sound 
Of Nature's minstrelsy. 
Shall be as though they ne'er had been, 
And we, so weak and vile. 
Be creatures of a brighter scene ; 
We only wait a little while !' 
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SERMON XIV. 



THE BIRTH-DAY INTERCESSION. 

Psalm Ixxii., 1. 

<* Oive the King Thy judgments, O Ood, and Thy 

righteousness unto the King*s Son,** 

The welfare and happiness of the different 
classes of society depend largely upon a mutual 
sympathy and reciprocal influences. Rulers 
and ruled — ^rich and poor — employers and em- 
ployed — aged and young — all of us, either 
intimately or remotely, affect the well-being of 
each other. And the light of many a bless- 
ing, and the shadow of many a judgment, 
may be traced on the page of history, verifying 
the great fact that, as in our physical frame, 
so in the social system, " Whether one member 
suffer, all the members suffer with it ; or one 
member be honoured, all the members rejoice 
with it." The interests of all classes are inter- 
woven closely. The good or the evil that befalls 
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one individual, or class of individuals, extends 
its influence to others. So that we cannot be, 
if we would, unconcerned beholders of the joys 
or the sorrows — ^the welfare or the reverses— 
the piety or the irreligion of our fellow-creatures. 
" They are many members, but one body ; and 
the eye cannot say unto the hand, T have no 
need of thee ; nor again the head to the feet, 
I have no need of you." All have their ap- 
pointed fimctions; and in the right discharge 
of those functions by each of the members the 
rest are deeply interested. Morally, politically, 
and reUgiously considered, a nation presents 
the spectacle of a mass of population, whose 
highest and lowest and intermediate grades 
are all perpetually engaged in influencing one 
another for good or for eviL And above the 
din .of their occupations and labours we hear 
the voice of Almighty Grod revealing the ordy 
true source of happiness in His Gospel, and 
bidding those whose faith rests on its Hfe-yield- 
ing doctrines, to turn to good accoimt the influ- 
ence of man upon man, and of class upon class, 
which His Providence has ordained. "Look 
not,'' says the Divine Word, " every man on his 
own things, but every man also on the things 
of others f m other words, strive to benefit 
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others by your prayers, and by your spontaneous 
sympathy with them in their joys — ^their afflic- 
tions — ^their perils — ^their prosperity ! " Rejoice 
with them that do rejoice, and weep with them 
that weep !" 

Well does the worship of the Church of 
England illustrate these Christian sympathies 
— this mutual interest of all classes in one 
another's well-being. In her Liturgy all sorts 
and conditions of men find themselves remem- 
bered. For Queen, Council, Parliament, Magis-. 
tracy and Commonalty we are bidden by her 
rules to pray, and find in the prescribed forms 
of prayer appropriate entreaties that they may 
so be guided from above in their vocation and 
ministry, that " peace and happiness, truth and 
justice, religion and piety may be established 
among us for all generations/'. For the suffer- 
ing and afflicted in mind, body, or estate, 
suitable intercessions are worded for our utter- 
ance. And, in a General Thanksgiving, all the 
warm emotions of our hearts, under their varied 
circumstances of temporal and spiritual endow- 
ments, find vent and happy expression. Thus 
the lesson of responsibility, the claims of charity, 
the exhortation to faithfiilness and zeal towards 
God and towards man are borne home to the con- 
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sciences of the highest as well as the lowest 
among us, reaching the ears of royalty at the very 
instant when the same words are kindling the 
sense of duty and feeding the flame of a mutual 
charity in the hearts of all classes of the people. 
I Happy would it be for us all, if the spirit of 

those prayers inspired the motives and actions 
,. of all who utter them and if the spirit of those 

^*" prayers animated also the lives and sentiments 

I of all persons among^ us, who, not belonging 

f to the communion of the Church of England, 

k profess the like devotion to the will and pre- 

cepts of our common Lord and Saviour 1 Society 
I would, in that case, present the amiable and 

happy aspect which so astonished the Pagan 
J world in the persons of the early Christians, 

^ who were "of one heart and of one soul." 

: The strifes, enmities, party rancour, personal 

^ animosities, grasping covetousness, unscrupulous 

(. ambition, envyings, reckless competitions, law- 

ji less hatred of control, and other workings of 

^ a misguided heart, would cease to make a 

i man s daily life the continuous scene of conflict^ 

I trouble, anxiety and suffering, which we all 

\ find it to be. Men would cheerfully "render 

to all their dues, tribute to whom tribute is 
due, custom to whom custom, fear to whom 
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fear, honour to whom honour ; and they would 
delight to "honour 511 men, fear God, honour 
the Queen." There would be a transformation 
of society fix)m what it is into a very brother- 
hoody wherein the love of Gody would be 
reflec5ted in the love and dutiful regard extend- 
ed by each Christian to his fellow-creature. 
Our prayers " for all men '' would find a ready 
echo in our discharge of the relative duties 
we owe to each other in our several positions 
of life. Men would "owe no man anything, 
but love one another/' And the claims of 
loyalty, charity, and Christian sympathy would 
be received as a privilege and fulfilled as a 
pleasure ! 

Alas ! This happy disposition does not prevail. 
Mankind are not, as yet, imbued sufficiently 
with these unselfish peace-yielding principles 
of the Gospel of Christ Jesus. But it is, never- 
theless, our duty, individually, to strive for 
their propagation. And we cannot strive with- 
out hope ; for, " a little leaven leaveneth the 
whole lump ;" and each humble individual 
among us can influence, to a certain extent, 
those around him by his example. And we 
know, moreover, that the effectual fervent prayer 
of one righteous man " availeth much." Believ- 
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ing this, we are met together on the present 
occasioii for the purpose oif invoking in solemn 
worship the blessing fix)m on high upon the 
esteemed Prince, who, on this day becomes 
entitled to exercise, independently of control, 
the rights and powers of his exalted positioa 
We do well in thus assembling. It is a 
matter of national importance, respecting which, 
we meet to address the King of Kings ; inas- 
much, as " when the righteous are in authority, 
the people rejoice ; but, when the wicked bear- 
eth rule, the people mourn." Right it is that 
we should, at the same time, tender our gratefiil 
thanks for the mercy which has given to our 
beloved Queen a son of such promise to be her 
comforter in affliction, and adviser in times of 
difficulty. Right it is that we should loyally 
testify to the world that, on such an occasion 
as the present. Her Majesty lives in our re- 
membrance — ^possesses an affectionate sympathy 
— and is as much the subject of our heartfelt 
prayers and thanksgivings, as she is the object 
of our genuine homage. It is not to be dis- 
guised, moreover, that great thankfulness on 
account of our present freedom from warfiire, 
is blended with our entreaties on Her Majest/s 
behalf We cannot assemble on such an occa- 
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sion without feeling grateful to Almighty God 
for rendering this Volunteer armament so effec- 
tual, as it has proved, to the preservation of 
the peace which we highly and justly prize. 
There was a time, when, (shorn by the Indian 
mutiny of our accustomed military defences, and 
unprepared by any reserves with which to fill 
up the gap caused by the withdrawal of our 
regular troops,) this country seemed to offer a 
tempting bait to a powerful Sovereign's mUitary 
aspirations. It may have been an injustice to 
that great potentate; but, rightly or wrongly, 
the design was imputed ; the danger was recog- 
nized J)y all classes ; whether, however, it was 
a well-founded or an ill-founded fear, or sus- 
picion, one thing is certain — under Providence, 
your voluntary embodiment. Volunteers, rendered 
an invasion impracticable ! 

And what a source of thanksgiving to Al- 
mighty God is here ! Ponder the smoking ruins 
and charred remains of what once were Vir- 
ginia's cheerful homesteads. Note the devastated 
crops of Shenandoah Valley. Count, in imagina- 
tion, the multitudes whose mouldering bones fill 
the burial trenches of the Potomac district. 
And, lastly, picture the wailing and misery that 
make up the daily life of the widowed and 
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orphaned among America's people. Having done 
this, methinks you will dofy appreciate the hor- 
rors of war, and be happy within youraelYes at 
the reflection that together with your prayers, 
you bring this day before the altar of Almighty 
Grod, as a gift to your Sovereign on her loved 
son's most eventful anniversary, the consdous- 
ness of having, through the Divine blessing 
accorded to your efforts; secured peace to her 
Majest/s dominions — safety from sudi horroTB to 
her realms and to your valued homes! This 
result of your voluntary service, — this conse- 
quence of your defensive attitude in calm, armed 
determination, you know to your happin^fifif, has 
soothed the anxious, troubled heart of your 
Sovereign in her distrsss, and has tended to 
make her royal son's eventful birthrday a day of 
heartfelt celebration by a Christian people in 
undisturbed sanctuaries and peaceful habitations, 
free from the presence, and tmconsdoiis of the 
fear of enemies in arms. Well you have served 
your Queen and country ! Justly might it be 
expected, that loyalty would move you to pray 
this day for the Queen and Prince that God may 
be pleased to ^ prosper them with all happiness'' 
and preserve our nation in ^^ wealth, peace, aod 
godliness !" 
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Sure, at the same time, I am, that you will not 
have come hither to-day for such a purpose, 
without deeply sympathizing in yom* Sovereign's 
grief at the cloud which hangs over the dwelHngs 
of a large and deserving portion of her Majesty's 
loyal subjects. Without fault of theirs, hundreds 
of thousands of our fellow-countrymen have been 
plunged by a vast commercial catastrophe into 
the miseries of penury — ^it may almost be said, 
with truth, of starvation! And their uncom- 
plaining endurance finds no parallel in history. 
As one after another of their little home-trea- 
sures — ^the valued gifts of early firiendship — 
the prized furniture, that spoke to them of past 
years of happy domestic life, the savings of 
striving industry, on which there used to dwell 
many a justly proud thought of secured inde- 
pendence in old age, or of provision for the loved 
wife and children, if it should be the will of 
God that the bread-winner's days should be 
cut off in manhood's prime — as these, one after 
another, have been painfully parted with, in 
order to find means for buying the commonest 
necessaries of life, the noble minded operatives, 
in wasted health and shattered hopes, have 
patiently endured, and now, in the face of 
approaching winter are patiently continuing 
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to endure their blameless lot — their agonising 
apprehensions ! No outbreak of violence taints 
their loyalty! No outcry against the real or 
supposed authors of the commercial blight 
echoes in their desolate streets! From the 
large meetings, which they have occasionally 
held among themselves for purposes of deliber- 
ation, there have proceeded no passionate 
appeals to Government for a compulsory re- 
moval of the fatal blockade of the cotton ports, 
but, on the contrary, earnest petitions that 
(their sufferings notwithstanding) the policy 
of non-intervention may be persevered in, 
rather than Great Britain should incur the 
risk, for their sakes, of becoming involved in 
the miseries of a war with the Northern States 
of America ! 

Talk of bravery in the battle-field, and of 
loyalty shown in the armed rush oT combatants 
at the cannon's mouth — I venture to say that 
here is manifested a moral courage and chivalric 
patriotism, such as no soldier's self-devotion can 
surpass! Here is a calm resolute heroism of 
loyal self-abnegation, to which the pen of future 
Historians will do justice, on which the attention 
of foreign nations is riveted in astonishment^ 
and which we note with grateful pride and 
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aflfectionate sympathy, resolving meanwhile, that 
the page of history, wherein their brave Christ- 
tian endurance will be recorded, shall also hand 
down to posterity the sympathy which drew 
forth from us all— alike from Britain's Queen 
and people, and colonies — a prompt and suf- 
ficient succour. What better offering can you 
lay before the Throne of Grace, in unison with 
your prayers, this day, than the inward convic- 
tion that you mighty and the secret resolution 
that you willy contribute to the funds that are 
being raised in your respective localities and 
places of worship for the amelioration of this 
great national distress! What more graceful 
token of your devotion to your Queen and 
attachment to her royal son can you present, 
than this exercise of Christian patriotic benevo- 
lence ! Well I know your generous hearts, and 
am assured that to the utmost of your power you 
will respond to the appeals which elsewhere will 
be made to you. 

"Think of this, ^ 

That in the course of justice, none of us 
Should see salvation. We do pray for mercy, 
And that same prayer doth teach us all to render 
The deeds of mercy.'' 

It has pleased God to strengthen the hands 
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of our loved Sovereign at this season of trial 
by placing an adviser at Her side, bound by 
filial attachment, and competent through careful 
training, to be "laborious for her people and 
her poor/' 

Albert Edward, Prince of Wales, reaches 
to day that period of life when the laws of 
his country declare him of age to undertake 
the public functions of his exalted position. 
Grod grant, we earnestly pray, to His Royal 
Highness the wisdom and right judgment (we 
are thankful to know that the Prince is fully 
gifted with the filial disposition) to be his 
illustrious mother's solace and support! God 
grant, that the honoured character of the good 
Prince Consort, whom a mourning nation's 
tears attended to a recent grave, and whom 
that grateful nation will cherish in admiring 

memory as "Albert the Good," 

" wearing the white flower of a blameless life," 
— I say, God grant that his Royal Father's 
hojjpured character may reflect its excellence 
in the future life of the Prince of Wales ! 

Our Queen, bowed still beneath the shock of 
her great sorrow, and the Prince, whom this day 
introduces to such weighty cares, demand, in no 
Ordinary degree that loyal sympathy, and those 
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fervent intercessions before God, which Holy 
Scripture demands, " for Kings and for all that 
are in authority!'' May Her Majesty, whose 
excellence as Sovereign, Wife, and Mother, has 
mixed every prayer of ours on her behalf with 
thanksgiving, and whose heart, lacerated by her 
personal affiction, has now to be agitated by 
the threatening aspect of events across the 
Atlantic, and by the spectacle of famished mul- 
titudes of her beloved people — ^may Her Majesty, 
under her trials, be supported by the Divine 
Blessing, sought by her "in all her thoughts, 
words, and works ! " And may her Royal Son, 
living in God's "faith, fear and love," prove, 
to the Queen's happiness and the nation's last- 
ing thankfulness, the justice of King Hiram's 
estimate of the value of a worthy prince, when 
he exclaimed, "Blessed be the Lord this day, 
which hath given a wise son over this great 
people ! " May 

" The love of all her sons encompass her. 

The love of all her daughters cherish hej^ 

The love of all her people comfort her." 
" O Lord ! save the Queen ! 

Give peace in our time, O Lord ! 

And make thy chosen people joyfiil ! " 
God save the Queen! 
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SEKMON XV. 

CONSOLATION IN THE CHAMBER OF DEATH. 
Retelations xiv., 13. 

" I heard a voice from heaven Baying unto me, " JFrt/», 
Blessed are the dead which die in the JLord from henceforth : 
yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labors; 
and their works do follow them** 

"Day unto day uttereth speech" respecting 
those, who once lived among us and whose 
earthly life has ended. The memory of each 
departed friend is so suggestive of encourage- 
ments and cautions in the transactions of daily 
life, that it may with truth be said, " by it he, 
being dead, yet speaketh !" We all know the 
power of such reminiscences. 

" Friend after friend departs ; 

Who hath not lost a friend ? 
There is no union here of hearts 

That finds not here an end : 
Were this firail world our only rest. 

Living or dying, none were blest !" 
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The utter nothingness of worldly acquisitions 
— ^the utter folly of worldly ambition and covet- 
ousness — and the brief tenure of our purest and 
best attachments are never so clearly recognized 
by us as when, with a strange and thrilling 
sensation, we find ourselves for the first time in 
the chamber of death — gazing upon the lifeless 
features of some loved one whose spirit has 
departed. A variety of thoughts course rapidly 
through the reflecting mind : the occurrences 
of past years, the tender associations of domestic 
and social life, the principles and actions that 
gave a tone and character to the earthly exist- 
ence of one, whose place in the world shall know 
him or her no more, these crowd upon the musing 
spirit, till, overpowering for the instant all other 
reflections, there comes the sharp sense of be- 
reavement — the chilling sensation of severance — 
the lonesome conviction that henceforth (until 
the time of our own decease shall have arrived,) 
we must be the occupants of difierent states of 
existence between which there is an impassable 
gulf of mystery. 

" I shall go to him, but he shall not return 
to me,'' were the words in which King David, 
beside his child's bier, clothed this (for the mo- 
ment) overwhelming consciousness of severance. 

L 
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It is one of the retributive visitations which 
sin has entailed upon the spirit of man. And 
crushing would be its weight and severity, 
had not Divine Love extended to us in the 
Gospel a knowledge of those " means of grace " 
and that "hope of glory," whereby "death" is 
deprived of "its sting" and "the grave" of its 
"victory" and, under the influence of which, 
sorrow yields to hope, and faith in such Di- 
vine assurances, as that of the text, calms 
down the first ebullitions of a Christian's 
bereavement and creates "peace and joy in 
believing" that "them, which sleep in Jesus, 
shall the Lord bring with Him, . . . and 
so shall we," the departed and those who " are 
alive and remain," together be for ever with 
the Lord." Christians " comfort one another with 
these words " in the very presence of the dead. 
The finger of inspiration beckons their thoughts j f 
upward to Heaven and onward to the cove- 
nanted glories of eternity. The parting has 
been amid cares and trials of this life. The 
re-union shall be in celestial scenes, "where 
there shall be no more death, neither sorrow 
nor crying ; neither shall there be any more .^ 
pain ; for the former things are passed away." i^ 
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" Oh change — ^stupendous change ! 
There lies the soulless clod ; 
The sun eternal breaks — 
The new immortal wakes — 
Wakes with his God !" 

"I heard a voice from Heaven saying imto 
me — write, * Blessed are the dead which die 
in the Lord from henceforth ; yea, saith the 
Spirit, that they may rest from their labours, 
and their works do follow them ' f 

These Divine words remind us how imbroken 
is "the union that is betwixt Christ and His 
Church " — " The dead which die in the ^Lord /" 
We have been taught by numerous scriptures 
to regard true rehgion as being infinitely more 
than a creed, and form of worship ; and to 
recognize in it a new nature, wherein there 
is effected, (through the operation of the Spirit 
from on high,) a consecration of the affections 
to God. There is an identity of sentiment^ 
will, and purpose established between the true 
Christian and his Lord. There exists a close 
communion of the renewed soul with Christ ; 
and an indwelling of the Holy Ghost is vouch- 
safed — such as justifies the saying, "Ye are 
the temple of the living God; as God hath 
said, 'I will dwell in them, and walk in them, 
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and I will be their God, and they shall be 
my people/ '' 

In this "grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
love of God, and fellowship of the Holy Ghost*' 
— the Christian finds the power and the will 
imparted to him to be "righteous before God, 
walking in all the ordinances and command- 
ments of the Lord." And thus, in his person 
there is realized, to his soul's biexpressible 
peace and comfort, the Saviour's assiurance, 
"If a man keep My commandments, My 
Father will love him ; and we will come unto 
him, aHid make our abode with him !^' This 
heavenly inspiration, guiding and controlling 
the believer's thoughts, affections, and conduct, 
has triumphantly borne down the trials and 
temptations of life through many a weary 
year. 

In past days, the Christian has encountered 
manifold trials : sorrows have threatened to 
weaken his love to God; doubts have occa- 
sionally administered a shock to his faith ; many 
a mystery in Divine Providence has thrown a 
transient gloom over his hours of meditation 
upon the Word of God ; human frailty has 
often sunk beneath the weight of the Crosr; 
and " the deceits of the world " and Satan have | 
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sometimes led astray the aspirations of his 
soul from the Divine will, and attached them for 
the instant to the ambitions and pleasures of 
this life ; but, at heaven's throne, a Divine in- 
tercession has been heard "praying, for the 
imperilled Christian, that his * faith fail not;''' 
and Divine strength has imparted fresh powers 
to human weakness ; and, ere long, there have 
abounded, in a holy walk and conversation, the 
fruits of the Spirit ; which are these, " love, joy, 
peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
meekness, temperance!" The thankful expe- 
rience of past years testifies, 

" He stays me falling, lifts me up when down. 
Reclaims me wandering, guards from every foe ; 

Plants on my worthless brow the victor's crown. 
Which, in return, before His feet I throw. 

Grieved that I cannot better grace His shrine. 
Who deigns to own me His, as He is mine. 

While here, alas, I know but half His love. 
But half discern Him, and but half adore ; 

But when I meet Him in the realms above 
I hope to love Him better, praise Him more, 

And feel and tell, amid the choir divine. 
How fully I am His, and He is mine." 

This trusting, loving faith, resting upon God's 
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Word and animated by the experience of the 
past, strains onward toward the realization of 
the promise, that shines in the eternal future, 
" Where I am, there shall also my servant be.'* 
Finally : Like the sun, whose bright rays have 
been intercepted during a cloudy day, and never- 
theless have broken forth at eventide into a glo- 
rious sunset of undimmed radiance it will, after 
succumbing for a time to previous trial-scenea, 
obtain the mastery and shed the full lustre of 
a confident hope upon the death-bed and its 
changes ! The Christian's farewell accents whis- 
per "though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil : for Thou 
are with me ; Thy rod and Thy staflf^ they 
comfort me ;" and thus, with heaven in view, 
the expiring believer is by Divine grace enabled 
to give a happy response to the Scripture, 
" Write, blessed are the dead which die in the 
Lord." They, who in this manner have "died 
in faith,'' " being dead, yet speak " to us in the 
affectionate appeal of mingled memory and 
hope — "mark the perfect man and behold the 
upright ; for the end of that man is peace :" 
" let me die the death of the righteous ; and let 
my last end be like his !" 
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" Earth to earth — and dust to dust — the priestly 

voice hath said ; 
And we've laid the turf above the corpse, and 

sealed thy narrow bed ; 
But thy spirit, Christian, soars above among the 

faithful blest, 
Where the wicked cease from troubling, and the 

weary are at rest f 
The text assures us " Blessed are the dead, which 
die in the Lord from henceforth : yea, saith the 
Spirit, that they may rest from their labors ! ^ 
So long as they were connected with this life, 
they were, indeed, gifted with the happiness of 
believing that their sins were forgiven — ^the 
happiness of experiencing the indwelling of the 
Spirit of the living God — yea, the happiness 
which ever is attendant on being "poor in 
spirit,'' "strong in faith,'' and "pure in heart. But, 
notwithstanding, it was, throughout this mortal 
life, their duty to " labor ! " It was not yet their 
privilege to " rest ! " Their days on earth, if re- 
garded simply with reference to daily livelihood, 
exhibited a scene of varied and wearisome toil. 

Such has been human experience ever since 
those words of judgment were uttered by the 
voice of God, " In the sweat of thy face shalt 
thou eat bread, till thou return unto the 
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ground f It is the lot of all. From the mon- 
arch, immersed in the cares and toil of govern- 
ment, down to the humble labourer employed 
in the fields or working in the busy factory, 
all ranks of men are made to display one and 
the same condition of life, which Scripture 
depicts in the following terms ; " Man goeth 
forth unto his work, and to his lahor^ until 
the evening f In all classes of society we 
find the varied, yet unquestionable evidences 
of the mind being ever on the rack of invention, 
and always at work — of mind and body being 
continually strained in laborious occupation! 
The mode of living, and the kind of employ- 
ment vary considerably ; but upon " all sorts 
and conditions of men '' is imposed this burden 
of anxious exertion ! 

The Christian, moreover, has his allotted work 
to do for God ! He is required to servej as 
well as love Him! And His service involves 
a taking up of the cr9ss under circumstances 
of self-denial. The undertaking is fraught with 
trials and checks to our wayward " wills and 
affections." God attaches to it His blessing, it 
is true, and also abundant consolation and 
support through the inspiration of His Spirit; 
so that "godliness'' is truly said to have "the 
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promise of the life that now is, and of that 
which is to come/' The Christian is, unques- 
tionably, recompensed with an imparted happi- 
ness and peace of mind in his well-doing, which 
no power of earth or of hell can wrest from 
him. 

Nevertheless, he cannot be dally resisting 
evil influences from without, and corrupt ten- 
dencies in his own heart, and the encroach- 
ments of worldly cares and pursuits upon his 
thoughts — ^he cannot faithfully be doing his 
utmost to serve God by a holy and useful 
life, and review his imperfections and short- 
comings and hindrances, without finding in the 
following Scripture his daily history written; 
" Troubled on every side, yet not distressed ; 
perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but 
not forsaken ; cast down, but not destroyed ; 
always bearing about in the body the dying 
of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus 
might be made manifest in our body !" 

There verily " remaineth a rest for the people 
of God," But the time is " not yet 1" The 
valley of the shadow of death must be passed, 
ere the crown of glory and the bliss attached 
to it can be theirs on this side of the grave ; 
and, throughout the days of this earthly pil- 
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grimage, the weighty cross must be endured! 
Wherefore the Apostle was told by the Angel 
in vision, respecting the redeemed in their 
celestial glories, " these came out of much tribu- 
lation T They had emerged from tribulation 
into their rest ! Up to the last moment of 
life on earth they experienced the discipline 
of labor and sorrow and tribulation ! 

Thankfully, aftectionately, and to our infinite 
consolation, we picture to ourselves those, who 
have departed this life in God's faith and fear, 
as being gifted with the enjoyment of a " rest," 
which we hope hereafter to share with them 
by Divine Blessing ; but, meanwhile, let us 
not forget how their past lives may be in- 
structive to us : 

" lives of Christians all remind us 

We can make oiu' lives sublime. 
And, departing, leave behind us 

Foot-prints on the sands of time ; 
Foot-prints, that perhaps another 

Sailing o'er life's troubled main, 
A forlorn and ship-wrecked brother. 

Seeing, shall take heart again." 

May Grod give us grace in this manner to 
impart the priceless gift of a holy example in 
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our turn to those who will come after us 1 £aul 
let us be comforted, in our endurance of trials, 
by the divine assurance of a future and eternal 
rest. Let the promise of the ** rest," that " re- 
maineth to the people of God,"* reconcile us to 
the transient, though bitter, sources of pain and 
weariness, which da.rkea the " life that now is,'^ 
— providentially so for us, it may justly be said, 
inasmuch as (if our present state of being were 
less cheoquered with trials than it is) we might 
cling too fondly to it, and perhaps deal with it 
as our abiding place to our ruin, The anguish 
of disease, — the chilling disappointments and 
privations of adversity, — the feverish solicitude 
about our feimilies, — the doubts that are em* 
powered by Satan to harass us, touching mys- 
teries which God for wisest purposes allows us 
not yet to comprehend,^ — the controveraial zeal 
that divides and embitters society — these, and 
other sources ctf unrest will be permitted to 
harass us in their various ways. 

Nevertheless, "be of good cheer; I have 
overcome the world,^ saith the Saviour to our 
tried souls! And the Spirit of God, in the 
text, fixes the date of the termination of every 
believer^s troubles : — " Blessed are the dead, 
which die m the Lord^om henceforth r " From 



228 

henceforth !^^ Meaning words these! "This 
day shalt thou be with Me in Paradise'* is a 
verse, which supplies us with the key to its 
meaning. The body, at the time of death, will 
return to the dust ; but the soul will, at that 
very moment, ascend to the God who gave it. 
Death will introduce the soul to a " rest *' from 
labor — a "rest,'' involving circumstances of 
happiness, and a glorified condition, with the 
nature of which St. John was empowered to 
acquaint us when, in the Apocalypse, he de- 
scribed the heavenly joy of "the great multi- 
tude, whom no man could number, before the 
throne of God and of the Lamb/' Thither 
their works have followed them ! None of 
their humble endeavours to please their Lord 
will be disregarded by Him ! Humble though 
they were, and essayed in the consciousness, 
expressed by the words, "We are unprofitable 
servants ; we have only done what it was our 
duty to do" — none of them — ^not so much as 
"a cup of cold water," given in a disciple's 
name and out of a Christian's devout love, will 
be forgotten by the Judge of quick and dead 1 
All will have their reward, because the efl&cacy 
of Christ's name and intercession has rendered 
'VKi redeemed ones' service acceptable to God the 
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Father ! Their works, accordingly, have followed 
them, and henceforth they " rest fi^jm their 
labors T' 

Mourn we not, then, " as men without hope," 
for such as have "died in the Lord/' Think 
less of the dark grave where the dust moulders, 
and more of the bright heavenly scenes where 
the ransomed soul experiences rest and happiness, 
and awaits in joyful expectation the final con- 
summation of the second advent. Solemnly and 
sweetly the Word of God has conveyed the 
message, that tells us of the happiness of the 
departed faithful ; and, in doing so, it enlists our 
most affectionate sympathies and fondest feelings 
in order to give impressiveness to the practical 
questions — 'am I so living as to find, in my 
motives, dispositions, and actions, sufficient rea- 
son for the confident hope, that where they are I 
may trust, on my departure hence, to bel Have I 
good reason to believe that I am personally 
interested in the Saviour's promise, " Where I 
am, there ye shall be also?" 

"In the midst of life we are," recollect, "m death" 
and must soon depart hence and cease to be the 
objects of appeal and reasoning. Let us not, then, 
defer the enquiry : * Does my hope for salvation 
rest on Christ and does my daily life consistently 



exhibit (through divine grace given to me) the 
obedient hearty submissive will, and holy walk, 
which are the invariable accompaniments and 
tests of a saving fidth ? 

** Almighty God, who through Thy only be- 
gotten Son, Jesus Christ hast overcome death, 
and opened unto us the gate of everlastiog 
life ; We humbly beseech Tlxee, that, as by Thy 
special grace preventing us Thou dost put 
into our minds good desires^ so, by thy con- 
tinual help, we may bring the same to good effect 
through Jesus Christ our liord,'' 



SEKMON XVI. 



THE GOOD QUEEN'S REIGN. 

Peoveebs xxix,, 2. 
•* When the righteous are in authority the people rejoice,^ 



This day is marked in the calendar as the 
anniversary of an event, in which the highest 
interests (reUgidus, as well as social,) of the 
British people were involved, viz. : the corona- 
tion of our beloved Queen. Since the day, when, 
in solemn state. Her Majesty proceeded to the 
House of God, there to receive the pledges of a 
mighty nation's allegiance, and to offer (together 
with her royal promise to maintain inviolate the 
civil and religious liberty of her people) many 
a fervent prayer for divine guidance and support 
in undertaking a charge so burdened with 
cares and responsibilities, twenty-five years 
have passed away. The brightness of success 
and congratulation crowns their reminiscences. 
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Nevertheless, here and there, over the annals 
of that eventful period fall shadows of sad 
memories, connected either with national suffer- 
ings or with that grief, because of bereavement, 
which assails the crowned monarch as unspar- 
ingly and inevitably as it does the humblest 
cottager. Checquered in all respects, save one, 
are the records of the past quarter of a century, 
so far as relates to the history of these realms ; 
and the exception, thank God, is manifest in 
the uniform adherence to her solemn obligations 
which has characterized the decisions and pro- 
ceedings of the Queen — alike in Her Majesty's 
public and private life— and caused the bright 
beams of national admiration, gratitude, and 
attachment, to pierce each occasional cloud of 
adversity, and concentrate in the memorials of 
Queen Victoria's reign, the shining light of her 
good example as a righteous Soverign, devoted 
wife and mother, and sympathizing patroness of 
every undertaking whereby the cause of religion 
and charity has been sought to be advanced. 

Good reason, therefore, have we for uttering 

to-day, as the confession of our own experience, 

the glad acknowledgment, " when the righteous 

are in authority* the people rejoice 1" Never, I 

^^lieve, did a Sovereign possess more truly and 
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unreservedly a nation's respect and attachment- 
In all classes — equally in the hearts of the titled 
few, who are privileged to surround her person 
and view with tender sympathy the emotions of 
her secluded widowhood, and of the masses of 
bread-winners in the walks of labor, whose eyes 
have seen or whose ears have heard of Her 
Majesty's prompt missives and deeds of sym- 
pathy for the wounded soldier in his hospital, or 
famished mechanic in the closed house of his 
former . industry — ^in the hearts of all classes 
among her subjects there equally exists loyalty, 
fed by past experience of the Sovereign's worth, 
and earnest in its aspirations for the future that 
long years and like power to do good may be 
accorded to Her Majesty with the blessing of 
Almighty God. Unanimous is their entreaty to 
the King of kings that — 

" Long may she reign ! 
May she defend our laws, 
And ever give its cause, 
To sing with heart and voice, 
God save the Queen ! " 

On an anniversary, like the present, 1 consider 
that I do right in directing our thoughts to a 
few prominent and suggestive topics, which arise 
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out of the events that have brought either joy or 
sorrow to us as a nation during the present 
reign, and in their coming and passing away 
have had a message for us from God, either of 
encouragement or of warning, and, in each in- 
stance, a summons to pious meditation upon the 
requirements, as well as Providence, of Him who 
" ordereth our goings." 

I. We cannot review the events of the last 
quarter of a century without acquiring the 
consciousness, that God has dealt very gra- 
ciously with us. As Moses said to Israel, 
80 may we exclaim to our people — " Happy 
art thou, O Israel; who is like unto thee, 
people saved by the Lord, the shield of thy 
help, and who is the sword of thy excellency !" 
In the course of those five and twenty years, 
what up-risings of the people — ^what sanguin- 
ary struggles at the barricades of revolutionized 
cities and on keenly contested battle-fields, 
where armies have encountered each other in 
the deadly shock of disciplined soldiership — 
what devastation of property, sacrifice of life, 
disruption of social ties, injury to peaceful 
arts and commerce, wrongs done to the most 
tender and humanizing of earthly relations, 
have marked, in characters of suffering and 
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violence, the fall of dynasties in the conflict of 
classes and opinions in the countries of continental 
Europe! We have listened to such tidings, 
and felt sad; we have heard of attendant 
horrors, and shuddered. But our own lot it 
has been to dwell in peaceable habitations, 
and to note with thankfulness our progress in 
all that contributes to make a nation great, 
powerfiil, prosperous, and happy, under the 
sheltering blessing of Divine Providence — and 
such continues to be our happy lot. 

"Ocean, 'mid his uproar wild 

Speaks safety to his island child, 

Hence for many a fearless age 

Has social quiet lov'd our shore ; 

Nor ever proud invader's rage, 

Or sack'd our towers or stain'd our fields with gore." 

My Christian hearers, let us '* count up our 
mercies " to-day ; and, also, let us attach to 
them some serious thoughts upon the duties 
to God and man, for the discharge of which, 
the Divine Giver of those mercies holds us re- 
sponsible. Our many blessings, and our many 
opportunities for making our name blessed 
among all nations by deeds of devotion to God 
and beneficence to mankind, equally remind 
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US, in terms as expressive of responsibility as 
of privilege — "Thou axt an holy people unto 
the Lord thy God ; the Lord thy God hath 
chosen thee to be a special people unto Himself" 
Who can reflect upon the omnipresence of 
our people, power, and influence throughout 
the globe, and not be driven to the conclusion, 
^This hath God wrought/' 

*" See our colonies peopling the forest and 
prairie with hardy settlers! See cities rearing 
their majestic edifices, and teeming with com- 
mercial wealth, on lands where, within the 
memory of many of us, the savage ranged 
over his hunting grounds, and the beasts of 
the forest roamed! See our shipping in every 
quarter of the globe, making a highway of the 
mighty deep, and seeking in the very ends of 
the earth a mart for the products of British 
skill and industry! See how many millions of 
our fellow-men in India and elsewhere have 
been by Providence committed either to our 
rule or to our influence I Where else can be 
found a nation, so endued with a power of 
expansion, so gifted with prosperity, so mani- 
festly bidden to overspread the earth with 
their national spirit and institutions. We are, 
* Quoted from Sermon II., "The favoured nation." page 20. 
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unquestionably, a "special'' people;" and, as 
unquestionably, we are preserved and gifted 
in the manner we have seen, for great and 
godly purposes! We have a destiny for good 
yet to achieve! To us there has been, in an 
especial degree, confided the great work of 
scattering over the earth civilizing and evan- 
gelizing agencies. Our colonies, our commerce, 
our preservation in peace and quiet, are all 
instinct with this great responsibility/' The 
word of God and its transforming agencies are 
to beam forth over the world through our 
national character. Therefore it is, my Coun- 
try, that God has "made fast the bars of thy 
gates, and blessed thy children within thee!" 
Such being the case, it behoves us to recol- 
lect our individual responsibility ; and, con- 
vinced that our countr/s continuance in peace 
and prosperity is wrapt up in the godly devo- 
tion of her people to the heavenly will, let us 
ask ourselves : Are we truly servants of God ? 
Are our hearte, minds, and souls given up to 
His revealed will ? And are we thus endea- 
vouring to secure for our nation the Almight/s 
future favor and protection ? Such questions 
have an important significancy if we simply 
regard their bearing on the temporal results 
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consequent upon our godliness or ungodliness ; 
inasmuch as God ** keepeth covenant and mercy 
with them that love him and keep his com- 
mandments, to a thousand generations ; and 
repayeth them that hate him to their face, to 
destroy them." But they assume a far deeper 
import, when we consider them with reference 
to the coming hour — God only knows how soon 
it may arrive ! — when the turmoils and contests 
of this hfe will have terminated, so far as we are 
concerned ; and a handful of dust and a for- 
gotten grave will be our sole representatives in 
this world, and our interest in the peace and 
well-being of our native country will have ended ; 
and the one engrossing toj>ic for our thoughts 
will be, throughout all eternity, either our hap- 
piness in having obeyed the call of the Spirit of 
God, and " chosen that better part " among His 
redeemed ones which never shall be taken from 
us — or the misery of having rejected the word 
of Life, and fettered our outcast spirits with 
" chains of darkness " for ever ! 

Numerous instances of sudden death have re- 
cently illustrated the solemn truth, that " in the 
midst of life we are in death," and enforced the 
precept "prepare to meet thy God." Only 
within the last few days, the sudden, gentle 
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departure of one* of Exeter's best and holiest 
citizens has awakened our deep emotion. We 
reflect upon the void thereby created in our 
religious and charitable institutions, and upon 
the pleasing records of his long life of Christian 
usefulness, and at once the devout wish passes 
from the heart to the lips '*may my last end 
be like his r 

" Saviour, then, in all my need 
Be near, be near to me ; 
And let my soul, in stedfast faith, 
Find life and Heaven in Thee \" 

2. Oiu* minds naturally revert, on such an 
anniversary as the present, to the dark Pro- 
vidences which have shrouded for a time the 
happiness, and chilled with dismay the hearts 
of our Queen and people. They have been 
many and various. At one time, a subtle form 
of disease brought sudden death into our dwel- 
Ttngs. Science and skill were paralyzed before 
the onward march of cholera. Its fitful visita- 
tions defied all human explanation as to their 
cause, and resisted, in a fearfiil preponderance 
of cases the efforts of human sagacity to devise 
a means of successful resistance. The plague 
* Capt. Bingham, E*N., died suddenly June 25th. 
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came, destroyed, and disappeared with equal 
mystery. As to its nature and secondary causes, 
the " wisdom of this world" is as much at fault 
now as it was when the first cry of the strong 
man's agony, and the widow's wail, and the 
orphan's sobs announced that " the plague was 
begun." Fearfully familiar then became 

" The hush — the gloom — 
The breathless influence, shed 
Through the dim dweUing from the room 
Wherein reposed the dead." 

We have, also, witnessed a destruction, equally 
inexplicable with that which proved so fatal to 
the life of man, blighting and corrupting one of 
those vegetable productions which contribute 
most largely to the sustenance of our popula- 
tion. The potato withered and perished — man 
knew not, and knows not how — and the wail 
of the suffering poor bore to Heaven the assur- 
ance that the judgment was keenly felt. It 
likewise came, destroyed, and disappeared, with 
mystery and suddenness. We have also expe- 
rienced lively apprehensions owing to distant 
but nevertheless consuming wars. None of us will 
ever forget either the vicissitudes of our gallant 
fellow-countrymen in the Crimea, or the harrow- 
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ing detaik of the Indian Mutiny ! Events, which 
we long strove to avert, forced us into the en- 
durance of the one ; and the other, with all its 
horrors, burst upon us with the suddenness of 
a lightning-flash. And, in each case, perils of 
the worst nature loomed darkly in the prob- 
able fixture. Then in our streets were seen in 
numberless cases 

" The wan and withering cheek, 

The lips thin, pale, and drawn apart. 
The dim yet tearless eyes that speak 
The misery of a breaking heart." 

With all the solemnity of an appointed fast, 
our Sovereign and her people admitted their 
recognition of the divine hand in these successive 
visitations, and raised their voice of supplication 
before the Throne of Grace. The prayer 
ascended fi:om stricken hearts. It entered, in 
each instance, into the ears of the Lord of 
Sabaoth. The destroying hand was stayed. 
I do not think we shall, any of us, forget alto- 
gether those moments of dreadful suspense — 
those events so fertile in fears — those accents 
of earnest entreaty in our sanctuaries. 

But there is a practical application of them 
which I am not^ so sure that we shall retain in 

M 
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our thoughts. Let me enforce it. Let not the 
controlling power, under whose protection we 
" live and move and have our being/' and before 
"the blast of whose displeasure^' we might at 
any moment be smitten into the dust by pesti- 
lence, or experience the wasting sufferings of 
famine, or be exposed to the rapine and violence 
of war — let not this controlling power be for- 
gotten by us amid the occupations and pleasures 
of daily life. He who wields this power has 
assured us, "at what instant I shall speak 
concerning a nation and concerning a kingdom 
to build and to plant it ; if it do evil in my 
sight, then I will repent of the good wherewith 
I said I would benefit them." It, no doubt, is 
our desire to enjoy prosperous and peaceful 
days : our wish is that " our gamers may be 
full, affording all manner of store ; that our 
sheep may bring forth thousands and ten thou- 
sands ; that our oxen may be strong to labour ; 
that there be no breaking in, nor going out ; 
that there be no complaining in our streets ; '' 
and we exclaim, therefore, as David did, " Happy 
is the people that is in such a case ! '' 

Let us not forget his explanatory clause, 
which reveals the only sure basis of such peace- 
ful prosperity — *^ Happy is that people whose 
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God is the Lord!" Would we secure that 
happy position ? Would we " not be afraid for 
ihe terror by night, nor for the arrow that 
flieth by day, nor for the pestilence that walketh 
in darkness, nor for the destruction that wasteth 
at noon-day ? " Would we *^ fain see good days ^ 
— days, "good'' ui their freedom from a bur- 
dened conscience and from the apprehensions of 
a guilty mind, and in their foretaste of heavenly 
things through the influence of the Spirit of 
God, and in the hopeful anticipations of the 
Christian calling? Then blessed be God, we 
know how these may be secured — "godliness 
hath the promise, both of the life that now is, 
and of that which is to coma" Ours be it then, 
in sure and certain hope of the promise thus 
divinely given, " to do justly, to love mercy, and 
to walk HinviBLY with our God,'' as Christ in 
His Gospel has instructed us — ^in His life on 
earth has given us example— and by His coven- 
anted Spirit will enable us to do. This let us 
seek graoe to have the will and ability to 
achieve, knowing that "he who asketh re- 
ceiveth," and we shall be made happy in the 
consciousness of being God's adopted children 
in Christ Jesus ; and, amid the changes of this 
mortal life and the closing scenes of its dissolu- 
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tion we shall be justified in saying " though I 
walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil, for Thou, Lord, art with me : 
Thy rod and Thy staff, they oomfort me." 

Thus may we realize the Christian poet's de- 
scription : — 

" There are in this loud stunning tide 

Of human care and crime, 
With whom the melodies abide 

Of th' everlasting chime : 
Who carry music in their heart. 

Through dusky lane and wrangling mart. 
Plying their daily task with busier feet. 
Because their secret souls a holy strain repeat." 

III. We cannot review the period, during 
which, by Divine permission, her Majesty has 
wielded the sceptre of these realms, without per- 
ceiving that it has been emphatically a period 
of progress. We have witnessed the wonderful 
discoveries of our age, bringing all nations into 
closer intercourse and coercing them, so to speak, 
into a consciousness of mutual interests and 
obligations. By steam and electricity the ob- 
stacles of distance and time have been over- 
come, and the basis of new and intimate rela- 
tions has been established between nations 
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hitherto sundered and kept in comparative igno- 
rance of one another. Twice, during the present 
reign, and under tlie inspiration of the world- 
wide philanthropy of the good Prince at whose 
demise we have so sincerely mourned, have all 
nations been invited to testify to the existence 
and secure an expansion of those mutual rela- 
tions by taking part in the great International 
Exhibitions, wherein lay the germ of many an 
additional preservative of " peace and good will 
among men." And, — as tending to the accom- 
plishment of the great predicted issue, " It shall 
come to pass, that the Lord's House shall be 
exalted, and many nations shall flow unto it; 
and many people shall go and say. Come ye, 
and let us go up to the house of the Grod of 
Jacob, . and He will teach us of His ways, and 
we will walk in His paths. . . Nation shall 
not lift up sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war any more," — we hail the signs 
of the times with thankfulness! 

We see, in all this rapidity of communication 
and tightening of the bonds of reciprocal in- 
terest, the medium whereby the word and 
will of Him, " after whom the whole family on 
earth and in heaven is named," shall eventually 
unite all kindreds and nations in the bonds 
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of holy brotherhood — ^and we rejoice m the 
Christian anticipation ! Moreover, at home, we 
see the good leaven working in a variety of 
changes. The pulse of charity beats healthily. 
We have witnessed hospitals, asylums, orphan- 
ages, homes for the fallen or the distressed, 
in a word, benevolent institutions of all kinds, 
springing up with an astonishing rapidity, mul- 
titude, and costliness, side by side with Houses 
of God, in order to meet the necessities and 
comfort the sorrows, temporal and spiritual, of 
the "afflicted in mind, body, or estate." The 
spirit of earnest rehgion has evoked the erec- 
tion of numberless sanctuaries for worship; 
schools for "sound learning arid religious edu- 
cation f and a vast number of associations for 
Missionary labour. 

And, equally in private hfe and in the de- 
liberations of public bodies, we recognise the 
prevalent desire to promote the social, moral, 
and religious well-being of mankind. Let us 
not be contented with being eye-witnesses of 
these things. Let us bear our part, however 
humble, in their operation. As means and 
opportunities present themselves for advancing 
a good work, let us be forward to do all we 
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can for the honour of God's holy name and 
the good of souls 1 

" Will Jesus chide our weakness. 
Or call our labour vain 1 
The word, that for Him thou bearest 
Shall return to Him again. 

On ! — with thine heart in Heaven, 
Thy strength thy Master's might. 

Till the wild waste places blossom 
In the warmth of a Saviour's light.** 

Such are a few, among the many, solemn 
and important reflections suggested by the 
anniversary of our beloved Queen's Coronation. 
It is a happy cii'cumstance, that we can point 
to our loyal, contented, admiring people, and 
say that their cheerful, grateful, and conscien- 
tious attachment to their Sovereign and ap- 
preciation of the blessings which her Majesty's 
Christian principles and rectitude of conduct 
have conferred, under God, on the whole nation 
find true expression in the words "When the 
righteous are in authority, the people rejoice!" 

" Lord ! save the Queen ! 
And mercifully hear us when we call upon Thee 1 
Give peace in our time, Lord !" Amen. 
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SERMON XVII. 

THE DEPARTED TEAR'S MEMORIAL. 
1 Samuel, vii., 12. 

" Then Samuel took a stone, and set it between Mizpah and 
Shen, and called the name of it Ehen-ezer, sayi/ng '* Hitherto 
hath the Lord helped tisJ* 

A rude stone, set up in the name of the Lord, 
gave acceptable expression tp Samuel's devout 
and grateful emotions on witnessing the deliver- 
ance of Israel from a situation of great peril. It 
had pleased the Almighty to rescue them at the 
prophet^s entreaty. The thunders of Divine 
interposition had just been succeeded by the 
shouts of Israel's triumph, and the shriek of 
Philistia's despair. And the gratitude of the 
man of God waxed hot within him. He could 
not and would not postpone for an instant 
his public record of thankful acknowledgment. 
" Samuel took a stone," and set it between 
Mizpah and Shen ; and called it " Eben-ezer '* 
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or " the stone of help/' saying, '' Hitherto hath 
the Lord helped us." This was the only means 
of manifesting his devout gratitude which the 
emergency left at his command. He could in 
no other way have conveyed the impressions of 
his own heart, so immediately and so eflfectually, 
to the inmost soul of every individual among the 
embattled thousands of his people. And what it 
was in his power to do Samuel hasted to accom- 
plish. He rendered the tribute of a living faith, 
the readiness of a watchful piety, and the fervor 
of a godly devotedness, when he made that 
simple dedication. And, accordingly, his act 
found favor with God, whose " hand was against 
the Philistines all the days of Samuel." 

Elpquent, ever afterwards, must that stone 
of memorial have been in its lesson to each 
passing Israehte, as the occasion of its conse- 
cration (to be a monument of mercies received 
by the Lord's prayerful servant) Was called to 
mind. And through the lapse of ages it-s 
simple dedication has transmitted to us in turn 
the admonition and encouragement for which 
it was destined ; it is instinct with the lesson — 
"Li all thy ways acknowledge God, and He 
shall direct thy path." Graven on that rugged 
block of the wilderness, which has become a 
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cherished memorial for all time, and for all 
servants of God, we find an unquestionable 
assurance, that it is the Divine will and pleasure 
tibat man should recognize the past mercies 
wherewith the Almighty has brightened his 
life — should set up some token for good, that 
they who see it, may confess that the Lord 
^'hath holpen and comforted His servant '^ — ^in 
other words, should not be a silent recipient 
of the blessings voudisafed by Divine Provi- 
dence — but should be forward and earnest in 
making the grateful acknowledgment which our 
better feelings dictate, and which the Word of 
God enjoins and pronounces to be an acceptable 
service in His gracious appreciation. 

In this spirit, Samuel hastened to set up his 
Eben-ezer. Ho refrained not from offering his 
token of praise because a coarse, unsightly, 
valueless block of stone was the only material 
at liand. He was satisfied that the devout 
motive, which his heart cherished, would, in the 
sight of God, render that rude memorial a hal- 
lowed object — infinitely more precious, than the 
most elaborate sculptures and polished pillars 
of architectural magnificence, when they are 
lavished on works that have emanated from a 
less sincere piety. Accordingly, he set up his 
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humble token. Baying "hitherto hath the Lord 
helped us ;" and the blessing of the Most High 
consecrated it for ever, to be a signal of duty 
and a pledge of acceptance to His faithful peopla 

To-day this narrative of Samuel setting up 
the "stone of help" has a pecuKar significance 
for us. To-day memory whispers within us a 
solemn summons to consider both what our 
present circumstances are, and also, how our 
fiiture prospects are, or may be, affected by past 
events. To-day we have mustered at Church 
Parade for the last time in the year which is 
well-nigh ended. 

Consider 1 Have we not many deliverances 
to identify mth the twelve mcmths, that have 
passed and gone to swell the account of days 
and years in which Divine Love has watched 
over us? Has not the arm of Omnipotence 
been hourly sheltering us throughout those 
eventful months, against many an impending 
peril — even at times when we have been in 
a measure smitten for our good? We cannot 
reply to those questions otherwise than in the 
affirmative. Then let us not fail to give to. those 
mercies a faithful recognition. Let us testify 
before God, as His servant Samuel did of old, 
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that we are not infiensible to our obligations 
of adoring gratitude, worship, and praise. 
** Worthless and lost our oflferings seem. 

Drops in the ocean of His praise ; 
But mercy, with her genial beam. 

Is ripening them to pearly blaze — 
To sparkle in His Crown above. 

Who wdcomes here a child's, as there an 
angel's lova 
L Tlie very world, whidi we inhabit, thrusts upon 
our notice reasons for thankfiilness to Almighty 
God in respect of our daily preservation. It 
reminds us through occasional volcanic eruptions 
that " by His strength the Lord setteth fast the 
moimtains." But for His girding the earth with 
His power, it would quake and faU out of its 
course, and destroy us in its upheavings and fiery 
desolation ! Again, the sea, as it rages upon its 
bed of storms, and iiireatens to overspread the 
whole earth, is held in check by the same unseen 
hand. The billows thereof are made to find a 
boimdary which they cannot overleap. Grod 
stilleth the raging of the waters, and holds the 
ocean^ as Isaiah saith, "in the hollow of His 
handr 

Do we think of these mercies, as we should ? 
Have we a thank-offering in our hearts as days. 
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months, and years come and pass, finding and 
leaving us beneath a safe dwelling 1 As, more- 
over, the seasons keep their appointed courses 
and bring to us their respective gifts, can we 
gaze upon the vast multitude of nature's bless- 
ings, and resist the silent yet eloquent appeal of 
fruitful trees and tender herb and grass, fea^ 
thered fowl, pastures covered with flocks and 
valleys clothed with corn — and refrain from 
pouring our souls' warmest love into the. ac- 
knowledgment, " Thou, Lord, crownest the year 
with Thy goodness T Surely the memory and 
conscience and Christian experience of every one 
of us will concur in the demand to hallow the 
year's concluding hours by ascribing praise and 
ofiering vows, in the name of Christ, to Him, 
who hath done so great things for us, saying, 
" Oh, let us live, and we will call upon Thy 
name !" 

** . . . . If we should hold our peace. 
Deem not that His praise would cease 1 
Angels round His glory — tlirone, 
Stars, His guiding hand that own. 
Flowers, that grow beneath our feet. 
Stones, in earth's dark womb that rest. 
High and low, in choir shall m^et 
Ere His name shall be unblest !" 
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II. Our position, as a nation, suggests powerful 
reasons for thanksgiving. It is radiant with 
incentives to holy joy by reason of the special 
privileges and special mission which God has 
assigned to us. Let your thoughts dwell upon 
the religious light and freedom which God has 
made ours. Evangelic truth — an open and un- 
mutilated Bible — this is every Englishman's 
heaven-sent birthright ! No despotic power in- 
terposes to prevent us from receiving God's own 
lessons from the Word of Life. No system of 
wily priestcraft dares among us to enforce upon 
the crushed intellect its idle legends for belief. 
" We are not, as many who corrupt the Word of 
God, but as of sincerity, as of God, in the sight 
of God, speak we in Christ." 

Here lies the root of our national greatness. 
Here is the sufficient explanation of the myste- 
rious growth of our colonies. Here lies the 
secret well-spring of the moral courage and 
sense of honor, which render the name of an 
Englishman respected throughout the world. It 
has been the will of God to make us " a peculiar 
people to shew forth the praises of Him who hath 
called us out of darkness." Note England's 
special blessings, and you cannot doubt our 
destiny to be the bearers of I'evealed truth unto 
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the ends of the eaxth. And mercies, accordingly, 
hedge us in on every sida 

Time would fail me in recounting our won- 
derful deliverances from peril, freedom from 
invasion, and gradual progress in all that gives a 
nation influence. Where do you find the like 
power in any other nation of doing good ? Where 
do you see the like continuance of internal peace 
and prosperity? Oh! as in domestic quietness 
we eat the fruits of the land that we have sown 
— as our sanctuaries re-echo the simple truths 
of the Gospel — as forth from our shores to the 
world's farthest habitations go forth the mis- 
sionary agents in their apostoUc work, and our 
merchants in their commercial enterprises to the 
ends of the earth, bearing with them the great 
lessons of civilization to a less favoured people, let 
us learn to unite our blessings and responsibilities 
in one pervading emotion of devout thankfulness. 

Praise we God who has given to our nation a 
destiny so obvious, that, while dangers seem at 
times to gather thickly around us and our duty 
is therefore marked out for us, in the serried 
ranks of armed defence, we can nevertheless 
leave, with happy contentments and confidence, 
all other considerations and their consequences to 
the decision of God's Providence, who ** wiU not 
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suffer His truth to fail." He has said to the 
people, called by His name, " I will never leave 
thee nor forsake thee T 

** Not upon kings or priests alone 

The power of that dear word is spent ; 
It chants to all, in softest tone, 

The lovely lesson of content. 
Heaven^s hght is poured on high and low ; 

To high and low heaven's angel spake ; 
* Resign thee to thy weal or woe, 

I ne'er will leave thee nor forsake/ '' 

ni. Our families also display to our thank- 
ful memories and affections many tokens of 
Divine goodness. Some of us the past year 
has clothed with mourning for those whose 
departed spirits have left behind them the 
welcome evidences of a Christian hope, with 
which to soothe the anguish of bereavement ; 
so that "the dead in Christ" do even now, to 
their survivors in this world, " speak " the praises 
of God their Saviour in their cherished parting- 
words. Such mourners, accordingly, find good 
reason for uniting with us in the avowal, that 
family considerations, apart from all others, 
ought to suffice to command our closing the 
year with thanksgiving. " The Uving," said one 
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of old time, "The living shall praise Thee, O 
Lord, as I do this day." Some of us have 
witnessed indications of our dearest earthly ties 
being all but snapped asunder — have seen 
features, dearer to us than all *on earth beside, 
shrinking fast into death's very outlines — and, 
nevertheless, have been spared the final stroka 
The voice of joy and health has unexpectedly 
returned to our dwellings. And the change 
from apprehension to happiness will pour unwont- 
ed depths of thankfulness into the Christmas 
greeting, as the eye beams its glad welcome 
upon an undiminished circle around our fireside. 
And, in all the variety of aspects under which 
"home" is presented to our thoughts at this 
season, we must, one and all, admit that we 
recognize many grounds for thanksgiving. 
Within the circle at home are to be found those 
green spots in this life's wilderness, on which 
our earthly memories and affections most love 
to repose. Sorrows, it is true, and trials and 
disappointments may have visited us there ; 
but nowhere else among the world's chequered 
scenes has affection wreathed such sunny me- 
mories around our hearts. And what are these 
joys of home ? Are they not God's gifts for our 
support and refreshment beneath the anxieties 



and labours of our present condition ? Surely 
then, our praises are due at the year's end,^ to 
Him who has fitted our family relations to be 
our best solace, so long as they are duly and 
religiously maintained ; and who, even if those 
relations be interrupted by evil influences, or 
be by bereavement severed, has reserved for 
us many a recollection of past goodness with 
which to sweeten the cup of aflfliction, and more- 
over has taught us in His Word how to convert 
each present sorrow into a means for " chasten- 
ing us, and^ humbling us, and doing us good 
at our latter end." Thus, in trouble and in joy, 
God's gracious presence is felt in each Christian's 
home. Let us be thankful to Him because, 
owing to His grace, we have experienced 
throughout another year the blessed fact that 

" Around each pure domestic shrine 
Bright flowers of Eden bloom and twine ; 
Our hearths are Altars all ! " 

Lastly: Let us review our personal grounds 
for thankfulness to an overruling Providenca 
The past twelve months have brought to us 
many mercies. We are before God in His 
Sanctuary in the enjoyment of health, more or 
less vigorous ; while many are victims to sick- 
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ness and infirmities, and many have departed 
this life before, us, who seemed, a year ago, 
likely to long outlive us. Let us ask. Why has 
not wasting sickness assailed usi Why has 
death not cut off our daysl Why are we 
daily confirmed in health to enjoy the many 
earthly blessings that surround us ? Scripture 
teaches us to give this aijswer : We are " let 
alone" "this year also," for no other reason 
than because there are duties for us to fulfil 
towards God, our neighbours, and ourselves. 
Solely for this end doth He, whojiow letteth, 
still let for a time ; and, observe, only for a 
time r " If it bear fruit, well ; if not, then, 
after that, cut it down," are our Lord's words 
in parable, respecting each of us. 

Let us, then beware of ingratitude, which is 
another word for destruction. Lord 1 " do Thou 
teach us so to number our days that we may 
apply our hearts imto wisdom !" " Bless the 
liord, O my soul, and forget not all His 
benefits !" May we all, on the threshold of a 
new year, *• commit," in sincerity and in con- 
fidence, "the keeping of Our souls unto Him 
as unto a faithful Creator !" We all have 
deficiencies to deplore and to make good in our 
profession of walking in holiness before God 
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and in charity and good-will towards our fellow 
men. Where each detects his own weakness 
and besetting sin, there let the heart fix its 
resolve on amendment from this hour by God's 
grace ! In the prayer for the power, as well as 
disposition, to do good works acceptable unto 
God in Christ, let each of us set up this day 
his Ebenezer — ^his memorial at life's wayside 
that he has sought " the help of God." 

The Divine Word exhorts us, while it is called 
* to-day,' to " add to faith virtue, and to virtue 
knowledge, q^nd to knowledge temperance, and to 
temperance patience, and to patience godliness, 
and to godliness brotherly-kindness, and to 
brotherly-kindness charity." And Divine pro- 
mises assure us that, through Prayer and Sacra- 
ment and Holy Scripture, the Holy Ghost will 
pour into our hearts, if we rightly seek it, the 
power to attain unto these needful graces of the 
Christian character. " As our day is," God has 
assured us, "so shall our strength be," if we 
truly seek to serve Him. 

My dear hearers, we may probably never meet 
together again under similar circumstances to 
ponder those Divine assurances and exhortations. 
Next year, my spirit or yours may be where 
'• the wicked cease from troubling, and the weary 
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are at rest." God graiit that — ^this life ended 
whenever and howsoever it may be, our names 
may be found written in the Lamb's Book of 
Life, and our place be for ever assigned to us 
among the redeemed ones in glory ! Amen. 



WILLIAM POLLABD, FBINTBR, NOBTH STRBBT, EXBTBB. 
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